
Naming Rights Dedication and Celebration

On May 22, the Cincinnati Art Club hosted a memorable 
Naming Rights Dedication and celebration, recognizing 
the generosity and commitment of several distinguished 
supporters whose contributions have helped shape and ensure 
our Club's future.
The evening's highlight was the dedication of the new Eileen 
McConkey Gallery, presented in Eileen's memory. Eileen was 
a beloved artist, educator, and longtime Cincinnati Art Club 
Member. Family members and friends gathered to celebrate 
Eileen's legacy and the lasting impact she made on the local 
arts community. It was very touching to hear members of 
Eileen's family and close friends share personal stories and 
cherished memories of Eileen's life. It was a beautiful tribute 
to her life and such a fitting way of keeping her memory alive.
The celebration also honored several other important naming-
rights presenters, including Kathryn Allred Al-Lamadani, 
presenter of the Wessel Gallery; Jens Rosenkrantz, Jr. and 
M.K. Hurley, presenters of the Presidential Library and Bar; 

Towne Properties, presenter of the new Link Gallery and 
Chef's Kitchen; and Christine Kuhr, Jim Albert, Joe Stewart, 
and Gilda Horn, presenters of the Stone Bench.
Guests enjoyed an elegant reception featuring a beautiful 
spread of light bites and appetizers, creating a warm and 
festive atmosphere as supporters, Members, and friends 
gathered to celebrate these significant additions to the Club. 
The evening served not only as an opportunity to recognize 
generous philanthropy, but also as a reminder of the strong 
sense of community that continues to define the Cincinnati 
Art Club.
A special acknowledgment goes to the talented design team 
led by Alan Brown, whose vision helped bring these dedicated 
spaces to life. The Club also extends its sincere gratitude 
to Volunteer Coordinator Amanda St. Aubyn and the many 
volunteers whose hard work and dedication made the 
celebration such a success.
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Sketch Group: Your Best Artistic Habit Starts Here

Summertime ain’t what it used to be. The old grey mare 
is still in the barn sending out emails. 
This is the time of the year when we join up the new 
Board Members: Melinda Benfield - Community 
Engagement Chair, Alan Brown - Social Media Chair, 
Jazmina Robinhawk - Hospitality Chair, Jamie Schorsch 
- Development Chair, and Kay Hurley as Vice President. 
We also thank our outgoing board members: Shalmah 
(Richard) Prince and Don Baumgarten, for their 
boundless service. 

The Board of Trustees is planning the upcoming year and deciding what we will 
modify and what we can hang onto. We are determining the exhibition calendar, 
changes to Member meetings and hospitality, and raising our social media skills from 
the dead. And also, when and how we engage with the public and our ongoing need 
for fundraising. Believe me, it’s a big mouthful to chew on. 

Wait... and then there is the building! You may have 
noticed the new carpeting on the gallery walls and 
the refreshed gallery floor. These improvements 
have given our "everything room" a wonderful new 
look. Let's all help keep it that way. The cleaner we 
keep the gallery, the less often Jim Albert will need 
to wrestle out the 400-pound floor scrubber. While 
he makes it look easy, I suspect he'd appreciate 
admiring the floor more than polishing it!

We are homing in on erecting three art banner murals on the front of the building. 
The inaugural images are from our collections. A program is being developed to 
decide which images from Member artwork will grace the front of the building and 
when. There’s more going on, but Aleisa is knocking at my front door, and she needs 
the copy for Dragonfly. 
Running to answer, 
Christine Kuhr

President's Message

New year, new you... or at least new 
sketchbooks, new ideas, and new 
opportunities to create art!
As the Cincinnati Art Club begins a new 
calendar year, don't forget one of our 
best Member benefits: Sketch Group. 
Whether you're looking to sharpen 
your drawing skills, develop better 
observational techniques, or simply 
spend time creating alongside fellow 
artists, Sketch Group is the perfect place 
to do it.

Sessions are held twice each 
week: Mondays: 1:00 - 4:00 
PM, and Thursdays: 7:00 - 9:30 
PM. Each session features a 
live portrait or figure model 
in a variety of poses, providing 
an excellent opportunity to 
practice drawing from life. 
Artists of all skill levels are 
welcome.
Beyond improving your skills, 
Sketch Group offers something 

equally valuable: the creative energy and 
camaraderie that come from working 
alongside other artists. It is a relaxed, 
supportive environment where members 
can learn, experiment, and stay inspired.
Best of all, this program is free for 
Cincinnati Art Club Members, so take 
advantage of this wonderful benefit. 
Make Sketch Group part of your routine 
this year and see where it takes your art.
Grab your sketchbook and join us!

 Coming Events
Sketch Group 
August 3, 10, 17, 24, 31, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
August 6, 13, 20, 27, 7:00 - 9:30 PM

ViewPoint 58 Submission Deadline 
August 6, 11:30 PM

Coffee & Clicks 
August 8, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM

David Mueller Painting Workshop 
August 11, 18, 25, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Sept. 1, 8, 15, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM

BOT Meeting 
August 12, 4:30 - 6:30 PM

Francis Huffman Art Sale 
August 15, 12:00 - 5:00 PM

John Leon Bas Relief Workshop 
August 28, 29, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM

All Member Critique  
September 1, 6:30 - 9:00 PM

Online Exhibitions 
Spring Signature 
Pastel
Photography
Sketch
Abstract
Crazy 8s
Critique Group
Associate
Fall Signature
Viewpoint 57
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
CAC YouTube Channel
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Many in 
Cincinnati's art 
community are 
familiar with 
the profound 
impact Mary 
Ellen Goeke 
has had on 
our region's 
cultural 
landscape. 

As co-founder and former Executive 
Director of FotoFocus, Mary Ellen 
has helped transform Cincinnati 
into a destination for contemporary 

Christine Moore has been selected to 
exhibit several works of art (3 of which 
are shown above) in Blended Narratives, 
an upcoming exhibition at Cabin Arts 
Gallery in Burlington, Kentucky.
Blended Narratives brings together four 
local artists whose works explore stories, 
experiences, and perspectives through 
visual expression. 
Exhibition Details
Blended Narratives @ Cabin Arts Gallery 
5878 N. Jefferson Street 
Burlington, Kentucky 41005 

photography and lens-based art, creating 
opportunities for artists, institutions, and 
audiences alike.
The Art Academy of Cincinnati 
has announced that it will present 
Mary Ellen with its highest honor, 
the Distinguished Alumni Award, 
recognizing a lifetime of artistic 
leadership, innovation, and community 
building. It's a fitting tribute to someone 
whose vision has enriched our creative 
community for decades.
Read CityBeat's article about this well-
deserved recognition.

Opening Reception:  
Thursday, August 6, 2026,  
6:00 PM – 8:00 PM
Gallery Hours: 12:00 PM – 4:00 PM
Exhibition Dates: 
August 7 - 9, and August 14 - 16
We congratulate Christine on her 
inclusion in this exhibition and 
encourage CAC Members and friends to 
visit Cabin Arts Gallery to support her 
work and enjoy this exciting exhibit of 
regional artists.
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Member News

Welcoming Honesty and Hard 
Work – Pinocchio at CAM

Looking for the 
Next Shot

Breathe in the Sun Field of Wildflowers From Under the Shade of Trees

Congratulations to Michelle Andrews

Signature Member Michelle Andrews 
earned two honors this summer. In June 
2026, she received an Artistic Merit 

Award in the Richeson75 Landscape, 
Seascape & Architecture International 
Competition (juror Jessica Bryant) 
for her oil painting Welcoming Honesty 
and Hard Work – Pinocchio at CAM. 
That same month she was named a 
Finalist in the May 2026 PleinAir Salon, 
Drawing category, for her charcoal 
drawing Looking for the Next Shot. Her 
work was also recently juried into the 
Oil Painters of America (OPA) Spring 
Online Showcase and the National Oil 
and Acrylic Painters’ Society (NOAPS) 
Spring International Online Exhibition. 
See more at michelleandrewsartist.com.

Mary Ellen Goeke Receives Distinguished Alumni Award

Christine Moore Featured in Blending Narratives Show at Cabin Arts Gallery
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The 22nd Annual Evendale Fine Art Exhibition kicked off 
with a lively and well-attended Opening Night reception on 
May 1st, welcoming artists, patrons, and art enthusiasts for 
an evening of appreciation and live music. The exhibition 
showcased an impressive collection of artwork with a steady 
stream of guests coming and going.

The Cincinnati Art Club was proudly represented by 
several talented Members whose work contributed to 
the success of the show. Their dedication and artistic 
excellence were recognized through several awards 
presented during the evening.
Among the honored artists were Marianna Briner, Francis 
Huffman, and Kate Uraneck, each of whom received 
Honorable Mention awards for their outstanding work. In 
addition, Linda Jacobs earned Second Place, marking an 
extraordinary achievement as this is her third consecutive 
year receiving the award.
The exhibition remained open through May 4th, giving 
visitors several days to enjoy the diverse and inspiring 
artwork. The event highlighted the strength of the 
regional art community and provided a wonderful 
opportunity for artists and visitors alike to connect 
through their shared appreciation of fine art.
The Cincinnati Art Club extends its heartfelt congratulations 
to all of its Members who participated in the exhibition, 
and especially to those who received awards. Their 
accomplishments continue to bring recognition and pride to 
the Club and demonstrate the exceptional talent of its artists.
Congratulations to Marianna, Francis, Kate, Linda, and all of 
the Cincinnati Art Club Members represented in this year's 
Evendale Fine Art Exhibition!

Francis Huffman with his 
lovely subject in  

Yellow Glasses

Don Schuster with  
his piece  

View of Cypress Point

Kate Uraneck with  
her piece  

Consecrated by Rain

Marianna Briner with  
her piece  

Chopping Onions

Linda Jacobs with  
her piece  

Lighting the Shadows

Member News (continued)
Cincinnati Art Club Members Shine at the 22nd Annual Evendale Fine Art Exhibition

Laura Bowman with  
her piece  

Title

Francis Huffman’s art has won awards in international and 
national competitions, from the Pastel Society of America to 
Cincinnati’s own Viewpoint exhibitions. 
Now, for two days only, he is opening up his archives for a 
1/2 price sale! Visit the Art Club, and bring your friends and 
neighbors who are looking for some real art to enjoy. 
Whether you like landscapes or still lifes, Francis’ wide-ranging 
collection has beautiful options for you—and you can even get 
a head-start on gift-giving season. 
You can browse in advance at francishuffmanfineart.com. In 
addition to what’s online, Francis will be selling some of his 
smaller and plein air pieces, starting at just $200!

Members looking for a unique arts 
experience are encouraged to visit  
GALLERY jENSEITS, a new contemporary 
art gallery and community gathering space 
founded by Bernard Schiefer and Thomas 
Federl in the heart of Mt. Adams.
Located at 1101 Saint Gregory Street, Suite 
200, GALLERY jENSEITS is dedicated to 
showcasing the works of both the renowned 
and the unknown, the alluring and the 
absurd. The gallery offers an inviting 
space where visitors can explore thought-
provoking artwork, connect with fellow art 
enthusiasts, and experience the creativity 

Art Sale With a Soul at the Art Club, August 15th, 12:00 - 5:00 PM

Giverney Spring
Pastel on Paper (framed)

Hamilton and Palm
Pastel on Paper (framed)

Reflection 2
Pastel on Paper (framed)

of a vibrant artistic community. Pictured 
here are Kay Hurley and Bernard Schiefer 
during the gallery’s opening celebration, 
which welcomed guests to this exciting new 
addition to Cincinnati’s arts scene
Gallery hours are Wednesday and Thursday, 
1:00-6:00 PM; Friday and Saturday, 1:00-7:00 
PM; and Sunday, 2:00-5:00 PM.
Whether you're an avid collector, a casual 
admirer, or simply looking for a new 
place to explore, GALLERY jENSEITS is 
well worth a visit. Stop by and see what’s 
inspiring the conversation in Mt. Adams.

Discover GALLERY jENSEITS in Mount Adams
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The Cincinnati Art Club's Spring Signature Show Opening, 
held on May 15th, was a wonderful success and a fitting finale 
to the Club's exhibition calendar year. The gallery walls were 
filled with an outstanding collection of artwork created by 
our talented Signature Members, showcasing a wide range of 
styles, subjects, and artistic excellence.
Visitors made multiple trips around the gallery, discovering 
new details and favorite pieces with each pass. The exhibit 

On May 20th, Members gathered 
at the Clubhouse for the annual 
Members Only Business Meeting 
and Dinner. The evening 
provided an opportunity to come 
share a meal and discuss the 
future of the Club.
During the meeting, Members 
received updates on Club activities, 
reviewed plans for the Summer 

and Fall seasons, and learned the results of the Board of 
Trustees election and revisions to the CAC Constitution. 
Club President Christine Kuhr and Board Members 
reflected on the past year and highlighted goals for the 
months ahead.
Members also enjoyed a delicious fried chicken dinner while 
reconnecting with friends, exchanging ideas, and participating 
in meaningful discussions. The event was a successful and 
enjoyable evening for all who attended.

offered something for everyone and served as a testament to 
the creativity and talent of our Membership.
Adding to the evening's enjoyment was a delicious selection of 
light bites and appetizers graciously provided by Jan and Tim 
Boone. Their generosity helped create a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere where Members and guests could gather, visit, and 
celebrate the remarkable artwork on display.
In case you missed it, you can still view the exhibit online!

Scenes from the Signature Show

Linda Jacobs with her pieces
Light on the Shadows 2, and  

Light in the Shadows

John Jemail with his pieces
Breakthrough, and  

Anticipation

George Bodine with his pieces
The Blue Hour, and  

Midnight Prague

Steve Hart with his pieces
Amsterdam Commute, and  

Nail Biter

Joseph Baris with his piece
Vie Su I Monti

Don Schuster with his pieces
Lake Isabella Launch Ramp, and  

View of Cypress Point

Kay Hurley with her pieces
Sunset Shimmer, and  

Lost in Reflection

Francis Huffman with his piece
Fallen Log

May Members Only Meeting Recap
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In the excitement of the End of Year dinner, two names 
were inadvertently left off the list of Exhibition Committee 
volunteers — and that needs to be set right.
Luanna Klote, working alongside Don Schuster, is an unsung 
hero of every show. She prints and transports all the tag 
information to the club on hanging day, mounts each tag in 
its holder, and gets everything in place — and on more than 
one occasion has quietly saved the day by catching a painting 
that didn't make it onto the wall. Her attention to detail and 
dependability are gifts to this committee and to the club.
And Don has collated all the submissions and helped create 
our database for every show. It's a lot of work, and needs to 
be acknowledged.

The Cincinnati Art Club's Plein Air Event, held in conjunction 
with the Mount Adams Art Festival and Exhibition on May 
30th, was an outstanding success. Artists from across the 
region gathered in the historic neighborhood to capture the 
unique beauty and character of Mount Adams, creating a 
vibrant display of creativity throughout the day.
With perfect weather and inspiring scenery, painters spread 
out along the route connecting the Cincinnati Art Museum 
and the Mount Adams Business District. Festival visitors 
enjoyed watching artists at work while taking part in the many 
attractions offered throughout the neighborhood, including 
live music, artist markets, family activities, food, and beverages.

Our sincere thanks go to the full volunteer team who made 
this season's exhibitions possible. The following people 
have stepped forward to make the next season possible:  Afi 
Betimbena, Jan & Tim Boone, Susanne Bodine, Luanna Klote, 
Don Schuster, Robert Wilking, and Kay Worz.
Student Volunteers: Gretchen Biles, Cheryl Freeman, Caroline 
Kircher, and India Nichols.
If you've ever enjoyed a well-organized show at the Cincinnati 
Art Club, these are the people who made it happen. We'd love 
to see that list grow — if you're interested in volunteering 
for upcoming exhibitions, please reach out to the Exhibition 
Chair. Your time and effort make a real difference.
Thanks, George Bodine, Exhibitions Chair

The Cincinnati Art Club also hosted a Plein Air Exhibition 
featuring paintings and historical displays, adding to the 
festival's celebration of art and community.
The day concluded with a popular "Reveal Party," where 
participating artists gathered to share their finished 
paintings, enjoy food and refreshments, and celebrate a 
memorable day of painting together. The enthusiasm was 
contagious, with many participants expressing their hope 
that the event will become an annual tradition. 
By all accounts, the Mount Adams Plein Air Event was a 
wonderful experience and a proud addition to the Club's 
growing tradition of bringing artists together.

A Correction and a Well-Deserved Thank You

Mount Adams Plein Air Event a Resounding Success
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By George Bodine 
“If you are ever tempted to look for outside approval, realize you have just compromised your integrity. If you need a witness, be your own.” 
 - Epictetus, Greek stoic and Roman slave 100 AD

This is a story about art and your vision. I’ll start with the 
question: have you ever compromised your art? I have. Years 
ago I was in a gallery and within the walls of that showroom I 
produced sell-out shows for 4 years in a row; 44 paintings sold 
in one show that represented the epoch of that period. 
To achieve this, I had to do two things: sell a certain, 
constrained style and subject matter, and sell at a certain price 
point. And that was the end of any vision I might seek outside 
the “box” I had allowed the gallery to steer me into, or to 
push myself to produce work that took my art to a higher level 
and finish, and thus… price!

By Gary Eith

If you are an artist, art enthusiast, 
or collector, and you are 
searching for a positive, uplifting 
book to read this summer, you 
just might want to pick up the #1 
New York Times bestseller, Theo 
of Golden, written by Allen Levi 
(Simon and Schuster, publishers, 
c 2023, paperback by Atria in 
2025). This novel presents a story 
inspired by a real-life experience 
of the power of art on oneself and 
others and the communities it can 
form, which can also spark the 
humanity in all of us. 

Without giving too much away, the story is situated in a 
fictional southern town purposefully called Golden, in the 
United States. I believe the town’s name is purposeful, as the 
“Golden Rule” is a front-and-center theme in the story of 
giving and receiving and of genuine kindness to one another.
A stranger named Theo comes to Golden and finds a wall of 
pencil sketches of portraits of various members of the town 
in a local coffee shop. He decides to start purchasing them, 
one at a time, and gifting them to those depicted on the wall.  

I began to dread the “season” as I prepared to 
meet this onslaught of “pooping out paintings.” 
Finally, another gallery owner discovered my 
work through a query letter, and gently helped 
me escape. He became a friend. He passed away 
recently. I still miss him. And I am grateful.
Today, I’m in a position where I don’t have to sell 
work. I’m beginning to think that maybe this is 
the key to art, creativity, vision, and truth. At least 
for those like myself who have difficulty resisting 
the “song of the sirens”. That the moment you 
seek to “sell” yourself-your work-you risk being 
captured. Unable to truly express your vision. 
What motivates you and excites you.
There is no answer to this story. No ending. But 
the point is that every artist will eventually come 

to the final canvas. The end. And for me, at that end, I want 
to look back on my work and see a line of creative visions that 
were true to who I am.
Most people do not understand that nearly all possessions 
passed on through estates do not survive three generations. 
Wealth. Property. A collection of porcelain dolls. Photographs. 
They lose meaning past the third generation and end up sold 
or discarded, or lost.
Make sure your art is so good and true and beautiful that it 
does not end up in that garbage heap of life, but is treasured 
as a creation too good to lose through time itself.

Each receives a letter inviting them to meet on a bench next 
to a fountain in the public square. The bench comes across 
prominently both in the story and on the author’s website, 
where the reader is invited to print a picture of it from the 
site. With each exchange, the reader learns how Theo uses 
the sketches as tools of conversation. The results of those 
encounters are friendships, life-altering experiences such as 
enhanced self-esteem, and community building as the public 
becomes a collection of people recognized as human beings. 
This phenomenon becomes a conversation topic at gatherings 
around the town. The story has a big twist and surprise at 
the end, and it leaves the reader not only wanting more, but 
also admiring the author for creating a sense of hope for the 
world, even with the challenges that take place at the end of 
the story.
I am grateful to a stranger who recommended this book to me.  
So I wish to continue this “favor” with my recommendation 
to you, and I hope you enjoy! If anyone is interested and 
would like to form a group to meet and discuss it, like a library 
discussion group, we can do that. I’d be happy to join up and 
coordinate it (unless someone else wants to do so). We could 
set up a time to meet at the Club. If you are interested, please 
contact me at my email address: eithg@yahoo.com. I’ll collect 
the names and set a mutually convenient time. 

Art Against Time

Theo of Golden, Book Review
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Advanced Fundamentals: Creating Competence Beyond with David Mueller
Continuing Education Workshops

Tuesdays, August 11 - September 15, 2026 
10:00 AM - 2:00 PM 
Cincinnati Art Club 
$360 CAC Members, $400 Non-Members

Join renowned artist and instructor David Mueller for a 
six-session workshop designed to strengthen your artistic 
foundation and elevate your painting skills. Through 
insightful lectures, demonstrations, and hands-on exercises, 
David will help you develop the knowledge and intentionality 
needed to create stronger, more impactful artwork with 
confidence and consistency.
Throughout the course, students will reconnect with the 
essential principles of traditional art that serve as the 
foundation for competent, visually powerful paintings. 
Rather than relying on occasional success by chance, you'll 
learn proven methods and time-tested techniques used by 
many of history's greatest painters to produce inspiring and 
memorable works of art.
David will demonstrate these foundational concepts, provide 
practical exercises, and share exceptional examples from 
master artists as well as selections from his own work.
Course Schedule
 Day 1: Designing with Value: A Tonal Approach 
 Day 2: Edges Are Everything 
 Day 3: Colorful Monochromes 
 Days 4 & 5: Drawing and Rendering Value 
 Day 6: Bringing It All Together: Integrating the Concepts

Bas Relief with Water-based Clay Workshop with Sculptor, John Leon

What You'll Learn
•	 Strengthen your understanding of design fundamentals
•	 Improve your ability to render form and value
•	 Learn how to create balanced, visually compelling 

compositions
•	 Master the effective use of hard and soft edges
•	 Develop greater confidence in your artistic decision-making
•	 Apply proven artistic principles with greater consistency 

and purpose
The Creating Competence Beyond Workshop goes beyond 
teaching basic design concepts. It is structured to enhance 
technical skills, build artistic confidence, and provide practical 
tools that students can continue to use.
Rebate Opportunity
Students who watch "First Class Lecture, Part One" prior 
to purchasing the workshop will receive a $20 rebate after 
their online registration. Viewing this lecture is strongly 
recommended. Previous students are exempt from this 
requirement.
Questions?
For additional information, contact David Mueller at 
56utls20@gmail.com.
About the Instructor

David Mueller is a Signature 
Member of the Cincinnati Art Club 
(since 1990) and a Master Signature 
Member of Oil Painters of America. 
He has lectured, demonstrated, and 
shared his techniques with artists 
and organizations throughout the 
region. With more than 24 years 
of teaching experience, David has 

instructed numerous students through private lessons and 
regional workshops. He is also a graduate of The American 
Academy of Art in Chicago.
Registration
For additional details and registration information, please visit 
Eventbrite.

August 28 - 29, 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM (doors open at 9:30 AM)
Cincinnati Art Club 
$300 CAC Members, $325 Non-Members 
Discover the art of bas relief sculpture (pronounced bah relief) in this 
two-day workshop. Bas relief is a sculptural technique in which forms 
project only slightly from a flat background, creating depth while 
maintaining a strong connection to the surface. This approach allows 
artists to create highly detailed and intricate designs, making it an 
excellent introduction to both relief sculpture and working with clay.
Students will also explore the concepts of high, medium, and low 
relief, gaining a broader understanding of sculptural depth and 
composition.Students are encouraged to bring their own lunches. 
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Workshop Description
The workshop begins with the creation of a 6" × 6" relief 
plaque, allowing participants to become familiar with 
the tools, materials, and fundamental techniques. Once 
comfortable with the process, students may move on to 
additional or larger projects, including sizes such as 8" × 10", 
12" × 12", or 10" × 15", with 15 inches being the maximum 
dimension.
Participants are welcome to contact John before class to 
discuss project ideas, subject matter, or reference materials. 
Alternatively, you can arrive ready to experiment and let the 
creative process guide your work. For project inquiries, contact 
the studio at (513) 777-1862 or JLsculptor@gmail.com.
Materials & Techniques
Students will work primarily with water-based clay, while John 
will also discuss:
•	 Working with oil-based clay
•	 Mold-making techniques
•	 Reproducing original sculptures through casting processes
All materials and equipment will be provided, including:
•	 Clay
•	 Sculpting tools
•	 Easels
•	 Work boards
•	 Additional studio supplies
Participants who already own clay tools are encouraged to 
bring them. A paring knife is particularly useful for relief 
sculpting. John will have several available, but students who 
prefer dedicated use of one should bring their own.

Firing Information
After class, completed relief sculptures will remain with John 
to dry thoroughly before firing in his kiln, typically one to two 
weeks after the workshop.
Firing fees are not included in the workshop cost and range 
from: •  $2 for 6" × 6" plaques  • $10 to $15 for larger pieces
About the Instructor

John Leon is a sculptor who works 
primarily in bronze, stone, and wood. 
Since 1980 he has created awards, 
plaques, portrait busts, and monuments 
for public, private, and corporate 
patrons; plus a large body of personal 
works totaling over five hundred 
bronzes, forty carvings in stone & wood, 
and untold works in gypsum, ceramics, 
resin, & steel that can be found in 
various collections on five continents.

John taught stone carving at the Cincinnati Art Academy’s 
Community Education Program for five years and now teaches 
stone and woodcarving, clay modeling, and mold-making 
privately at his studio in Sharonville, Ohio. He is an exhibiting 
member of the National Sculpture Society and the Cincinnati 
Art Club. He and his wife, Sarah, have two children. He is an 
avid bird-watcher, and he plays flute and sax with the guys on 
weekends. 
Registration 
For additional information and registration information, visit 
Eventbrite. 

Adventures in Encaustic: The Basics with Tracy Casagrande Clancy
Saturday, September 26, 20269:00 AM - 4:00 PM (doors open at 8:30 AM)  
Cincinnati Art Club 
$225 CAC Members, $275 Non-Members

Join us for a hands-on, one-day 
encaustic painting workshop 
designed for beginners and 
creatives eager to explore 
this ancient art form using 
molten beeswax and pigments. 
In this class, you'll learn the 
fundamentals of working with 
encaustic materials, including 
proper tools, safety techniques, 
fusing methods, and layering. 

Guided by an certified encaustic instructor, you’ll create your 
own encaustic pieces using basic techniques such as incising, 
embedding, and texture-building. No prior experience is 
necessary, just a willingness to experiment and have fun!
All materials and equipment are provided, and you'll leave 
with at least one finished piece and the knowledge to continue 
working independently. This workshop is perfect for artists, 
crafters, or anyone looking to discover a new and expressive 
medium in a supportive, small-group environment. Come learn 
how to incorporate this medium into your current art practices, 
including oil painting, watercolors, mixed media and more!
Students are encouraged to bring their own lunches.

About the Instructor
Tracy Casagrande Clancy is a 
nationally and internationally 
recognized American artist. 
Known for her mixed media, 
encaustic and sculptural work, 
Tracy incorporates photography, 
painting and collage in her 
encaustic and cold wax pieces in 
her explorations of the theme of 
interconnectedness.

With undergraduate and graduate degrees in Fine Art, 
Counseling, and Social Work, Tracy's past career as a grief 
therapist in medical and crisis intervention settings deeply 
informs her artistic voice. Clancy’s work shows a consistent use 
of iconography and references to shelter, anatomy, and the 
human figure in all its incarnations. 
You will find Tracy and her work in her studio & gallery 
located in the Pendleton Art Center. Also visit 
www.tracycasagrandeclancy.com and @badassagrande.
Registration 
For additional information and registration information, visit 
Eventbrite. 
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Featured in the Masthead
The Masthead this month features a pastel 
piece titled Reflections 2 by Francis Huffman. 
This piece along with many others will be 
available for purchase at CAC on August 15th.

Artists are reminded that the 
ViewPoint 58 Call for Entries 
deadline is August 6th, 2026, at 
11:30 PM. If you are planning to 
submit work for this prestigious 
exhibition, now is the time to 

finalize your entries and submit them through CaFÉ before 
the deadline.
Since 1968, the Cincinnati Art Club has presented the annual 
ViewPoint Exhibition, making it the longest continuously 
running open juried art exhibition in Southwestern Ohio. 
What began as a showcase of artwork from the Greater 
Cincinnati arts community has grown into a nationally and 
internationally recognized exhibition.
The exhibition is dedicated to presenting outstanding fine art, 
regardless of style, school, or classification. ViewPoint 58 is open 
to fine art in all media, with the following categories excluded: 
photography, video, crafts, fiber art, AI or computer-generated 
art, painting on photographs or prints, and jewelry. Paintings 
created in workshops or classes are also not eligible.
Entry is open to artists 18 years of age and older. All submitted 
work must be entirely original, conceived and executed solely 
by the artist. Accepted artwork must be offered for sale. A 
distinguished panel of jurors will select the exhibition from 
digital images, while the Awards Judge will determine First, 
Second, and Third Place awards, along with Awards of Merit, 
based on the artwork displayed in the gallery.

Who- What? That’s right, the Photo Assignment group 
‘Coffee and Clicks’ will exhibit in FotoFocus this year. 
Members of the group have manipulated and hand-
colored historic photos from the Club’s collection. Their 
work will be exhibited in our Wessel Gallery along with 
20 modern Tintype plates of and from current Cincinnati 
photographers. The theme for the 2026 FotoFocus 
Biennial is The Long View, which considers aspects of time 
and perspective in photography and film. Tintypes were 
invented in the 1850's and you will have to come see what 
the technique looks like today, along with how the Club’s 
past photographs have been reinterpreted. The FotoFocus 
exhibition opens Sunday, October 11th and runs through 
Oct 31st. As for the international aspect ... I’m sending a 
press release to the Pope.

Artist and educator Craig Britton recently expressed his 
sincere gratitude to the Greater Cincinnati Art Aid Fund 
(GCAAF) and the Cincinnati Art Club for their support 
during a challenging time.
Britton shared that the assistance provided peace of mind and 
allowed him to focus on recovery, creativity, and returning 
to his work as an artist and teacher. He looks forward to 
continuing his artistic practice and creating new work.
The Cincinnati Art Club is pleased that GCAAF could 
support a fellow artist and wishes Craig continued success in 
his creative endeavors.

Reminder: ViewPoint 58 Call for Entries Closes August 6th

A Sincere Thank You From 
Craig Britton

Coffee & Clicks will Reach International  
Fame in a Few Short Months

Artists should note the size limitations for accepted works. 
Framed artwork may not exceed 48 inches in any direction. 
Sculpture is limited to a maximum size of 36" × 36" × 60". 
Be sure to review all requirements in the prospectus before 
submitting your work.
The Cincinnati Art Club is honored to welcome Joseph Orr 
as this year's Show Judge. Orr is an artist, educator, founder 
and Signature Member of the National Oil and Acrylic 
Painters Society (NOAPS), and a Signature Member of the 
American Impressionist Society (AIS). He will also present a 
workshop at the Cincinnati Art Club during the exhibition's 
opening weekend.
ViewPoint 58 will be held at ARTclectic Gallery, 6249 Stewart 
Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio, from October 2nd through 
October 24th, 2026.
The Cincinnati Art Club extends sincere appreciation to this 
year's sponsors: Ampersand, BLICK Art Materials, Frame 
Concepts, Jack Richeson & Co., Suders Art Store, and 
The Velma J. Morris Trust, as well as a special thank you to 
ARTclectic Gallery for hosting ViewPoint 58.
Don't miss this opportunity to be part of one of the region's 
most respected juried exhibitions. Submit your entries 
through CaFÉ by August 6th at 11:30 PM.
For more details, visit the ViewPoint 58 link on the Club 
website, or enter your artwork directly to Café (which has 
been renamed Creative West)here.
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