
TOP ROW: Bushy, Awkward Age, Blazing |    BOTTOM ROW: Safe With Mama, The Old Gate, Buried Treasure

Featured Foyer Artist: Remembering Eileen McConkey

This spring, the Cincinnati Art Club 
pays tribute to one of its most beloved 
Members, Eileen M. McConkey, whose 
artistic talent and generous heart 
sweetened our community for decades. 
A Signature Member and dedicated 
volunteer, Eileen passed away peacefully 
on March 22, 2024, at the age of  74. In 
partnership with her family and friends, 
the Club will be dedicating a plaque in her 

honor in the Foyer Gallery, where her artwork will be displayed 
over the coming months.
Eileen’s artistic journey spanned more than fifty years, marked 
by a remarkable range of work and a deep curiosity that guided 
her through multiple styles and subjects. Her paintings — from 
her years as an Artist of Space, to her abstract explorations, plein 
air landscapes, and expressive portrayals of people and animals 
— were exhibited in galleries across the country. She approached 
every canvas with the same question she encouraged others to ask 
themselves, “What if?” That spirit of possibility defined her art as 
much as her life.
Born in Cleveland and raised in Canton, Ohio, Eileen carried 
a sense of wonder from childhood into adulthood. At 21, 
she married the love of her life, Robert “Bobby” McConkey, 
beginning 45 years of shared adventures — raising a family, 

traveling widely, and facilitating seminars that touched countless 
lives. Those who knew her speak of her rare gift for presence. 
When you talked with Eileen, you felt seen, heard, and valued. 
She created connections that lasted, and formed friendships 
across generations and communities.
Her love of the outdoors was woven into her daily rhythms. 
She found joy in gardening, long walks, and quiet moments in 
the backyard with family and friends. Animals were constant 
companions in her life, especially her dogs Gunner and Sabi and 
her cat, Dora.
Eileen is preceded in death by her husband Bobby and survived 
by her children — Jennifer Glass, Megan Stulce, Joseph 
McConkey, and Patricia Abbott — as well as her six grandchildren 
and her siblings Tom Kling, Mary Kling, Jim Kling, and Susie 
Pigman. Their stories, memories, and love continue to illuminate 
the legacy she leaves behind.
For the Cincinnati Art Club, Eileen’s absence is deeply felt, 
yet her presence endures — in the friendships she nurtured, 
the volunteer hours she gave so freely, and the artwork that 
now graces our foyer. This upcoming dedication is not only 
a remembrance but a celebration of a life lived creatively, 
generously, and with an open heart.
Her plaque will stand as a quiet reminder of the creative 
talent she embodied — and of the way one artist’s life can 
brighten a community.
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The prestigious Spring Signature Show 
is right around the corner, and we’re 
excited to celebrate the exceptional 
talent of our Signature Members. Mark 
your calendars for Opening Night on 
Friday, May 15th, from 6:00–8:30 PM, 
with the exhibition continuing Saturday 
and Sunday, May 16th through the 17th, 
from 1:00 - 4:00 PM in the Wessel Gallery.
This annual exhibition is one of the 
Club’s most anticipated showcases, 
offering Signature Members the 
opportunity to present their strongest 
recent work to fellow artists, collectors, 
and supporters of the CAC mission. 
We can’t wait to see the creativity, 
craftsmanship, and personal voice you 
bring to this year’s show.
Signature Members may submit up 
to two recent works. As always, please 

The Spring Signature Show Awaits Your Art    

An oil piece from last year’s Spring Signature Show
Good Morning Ohio! by John Smit

check the Club calendar for important 
drop‑off dates and times. All artwork 
must remain on display through the May 
20th Member Business Dinner Meeting.
The Signature Show follows our 
standard submission procedures. If 
you're new or need a refresher, please 
refer to the detailed instructions sent in 
the April 24th Constant Contact email. 
Within that email you will find framing 
requirements, labeling directions, 
online submission guidelines, image 
preparation standards, and the correct 
email address for sending your digital 
entries.
This is your moment to shine—let’s fill 
the gallery with the best of what our 
Signature Members create. We look 
forward to celebrating your work at the 
Spring Signature Show!

Spring Signature Show: Show Me Show  
Coming up Next!

Other than May being the month you 
could be invited to a Prom (unlikely, 
unless you’re hired to take prom 
pictures), May is also big for the Club 
because we have the All-Member 
Business Meeting and Dinner. We get 
to review the past year. We present the 
events, finances, BOT Elections and 
Constitution results, and plans for the 
Summer and Fall. It is a time when we 

come together for a great meal and just celebrate the fine job we are doing as a Club. 
The Business Meeting helps us realize our accomplishments and appreciate who we 
are as an artistic family. We transition from one year to the next. Our fiscal year ends 
April 30th, so May is the Happy New Year… at 136 years old it’s like our Father Time 
goes to the Prom! Come to the May 20th Business Meeting and let’s see if that old 
man/woman can still dance!
Here's to another year and another twirl, 
Christine Kuhr

President's Message

 Coming Events
Sketch Group 
May 4, 11, 18, 25, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
May 7, 14 21, 28, 7:00 - 9:30 PM
ViewPoint 58 Start - Call for Entries 
May 4, 9:00 AM
All Member Critique  
May 5, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Drop Off, Signature Show 
May 7, 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
May 11, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
BOT Meeting 
May 13, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Signature Exhibition 
Opening, May 15, 6:00 - 8:30 PM 
Exhibition, May 16, 17, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Coffee & Clicks  
May 16, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
CAC Members Only  
Business Dinner Meeting 
May 20, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Drop Off for Plein Air Exhibit 
May 21, 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
May 23, 25 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Naming Rights Dedication Event 
May 23, 5:00 - 7:00 PM
Mt. Adams Art Festival 
May 30, 11:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Pick Up for Plein Air Exhibit 
May 31, 1:00 - 3:00 PM

Online Exhibitions 
Pastel
Photography
Sketch
Abstract
Crazy 8s
Critique Group
Associate
Fall Signature
Viewpoint 57
Spring Signature
Pastel
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
CAC YouTube Channel
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Member News
New Members
Steve Schrader claims to have no artistic 
abilities at all but does appreciate art. 

Originally from 
Batesville, Indiana, 
Steve went to Ball 
State University in 
Muncie, Indiana 
for accounting and 
finance degrees and 
Butler University in 
Indianapolis for an 
MBA. 

He worked in the finance arena for 
nearly forty years with the last twenty 
years as a CFO for four different 
companies (Duke Energy, Oncology 
Hematology Care, Fuyao Glass America 
and Workhorse) in four different 
industries before retiring in 2025. 
Steve and his wife Teresa split time 
between Mt. Adams and Western North 
Carolina (near Hendersonville). They 
enjoy going to the Art Museum and the 
Taft Museum and are excited to see what 
the Art Club does going forward and 
are eager to be helpful beyond just their 
appreciation of all the creative work.

Sharmon Davidson Exhibited in 
Chicago's Seeds of Resillience

Caretakers, monotype  
with mixed media

Floral Fantasy by Trish Weeks Sunny and Warm by MaryBeth KarausChasing Lunch by Doug Welsh

Celebrating CAC Artists at Eisele Gallery

Eisele Gallery’s beautifully expanded space at 2838 Observatory Avenue in Hyde Park 
continues to affirm its role as one of Cincinnati’s most respected destinations for 
fine art. The gallery’s inviting atmosphere and thoughtful curation make it an ideal 
setting to experience the depth and range of work created by local artists, including  
Members of our Cincinnati Art Club community.
This season, Eisele is featuring new artwork by CAC Members MaryBeth Karaus, 
Trish Weeks, and Doug Welsh. Their distinct approaches—ranging from expressive 
color and movement to luminous realism and atmospheric landscapes—bring fresh 
views to the gallery’s contemporary offerings.
Eisele also represents a strong roster of additional CAC Artists whose work is 
currently on display and available for purchase. Visitors will find paintings by George 
Bodine, Cedric Cox, Tim Harrier, Rick Koehler, Tony Lipps, Gail Morrison, and 
Jeff Morrow, each contributing a unique artistic voice. Their presence underscores 
the gallery’s commitment to uplifting regional talent and connecting collectors with 
meaningful, enduring artwork.
With its knowledgeable staff, expanded programming, and continually refreshed 
exhibitions, Eisele Gallery remains a welcoming destination for anyone looking to explore 
or acquire exceptional fine art created by members of our unique CAC community.

Sharmon Davidson's piece Caretakers was 
recently featured in Seeds of Resilience, a 
multidisciplinary exhibition at Woman 
Made Gallery in Chicago. The show, 
which opened April 11th and runs 
through May 9th, brought together 
forty-one women and nonbinary 
artists whose work explored themes of 
environmental justice, ancestral memory, 
and the interconnectedness of care and 
resistance. The exhibition opened with 
a public reception on April 11th and will 
conclude with an artist walkthrough on 
May 9th. The exhibit is available to view 
on Woman Made Gallery's website. 

Opening Night at  
Woman Made Gallery
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creating her own pieces. This early exposure guided her 
decision to earn a Bachelor of Fine Arts in Painting from 
Northern Kentucky University, where she cultivated her 
technical proficiency and personal artistic expression. 
In addition to her own work, Jazmina is committed to 
supporting fellow artists, having participated in numerous 
mural and community-oriented initiatives. She looks forward 
to furthering her contributions to a community dedicated to 
advancing the arts and fostering creativity in Cincinnati.
Jazmina appreciates having the chance to take a more 
involved role in the art club. She is eager to explore 
hospitality and hopes to gain further understanding of what 
managing social media entails.

Jamie Schorsch is an art educator, artist, 
and activist with more than 20 years 
in visual arts education. She is the Art 
Teacher and Department Chair at Oak 
Hills High School, leading curriculum 
development. Jamie earned a Master of 

Education and a Master of Arts in Art Education from the 
University of Cincinnati.
Jamie is the Founder and Executive Director of Gogh Global 
Art Education and Travel, a Board member of SOS ART, 
and Vice President of Advocacy for the Ohio Art Education 
Association. Her work includes community partnerships, 
mural projects, and global art initiatives.
Jamie, a Fulbright Alumnus, has earned honors such as the 
OAEA Outstanding Art Teacher Award and Ohio Teacher of 
the Year nominee, dedicated to student empowerment and 
creative community building. As a prospective Cincinnati 
Art Club Board member, Schorsch aims to enhance 
programming and broaden membership for a more inclusive 
artistic community.

Board Update:  
Welcoming Kate Uraneck as Club Secretary
The Cincinnati Art Club extends its sincere appreciation to  
Lori Beer, who has stepped down from her role as Secretary 
of the Board of Trustees due to expanding professional 
commitments. Lori has served the Club with dedication, clarity, 
and a steady hand—balancing minutes and motions with grace. 
While we’ll miss her presence on the Board, we’re delighted 
that her artistic journey continues to flourish, and we look 
forward to seeing more of her work in the months ahead.

Stepping into the Secretary role is Kate 
Uraneck, a talented artist whose creative 
energy and thoughtful approach make 
her a natural fit for the Board. 
When Kate is not in her Cincinnati 
studio, Kate can often be found 
kayaking, sailing, or exploring new vistas 
with her husband, Ted—adventures that 
inevitably find their way into her palette 
and compositions.

Please join us in thanking Lori for her service and warmly 
welcoming Kate into her new role. The Club is fortunate to 
have such dedicated artists guiding its future.

Club News
Time to Vote: Board of Trustees & Constitution Revisions
It’s that time of year again! By now, you should have received 
an envelope from the Cincinnati Art Club. Inside are 
instructions for casting your vote online and the list of 2026 
Board of Trustees Candidates.
This year, both the Board elections and the proposed revisions 
to the CAC Constitution will be completed through our new 
Member Portal. We are pleased to introduce four dedicated 
Members who have stepped forward as candidates for the Board, 
each committed to supporting the Club’s continued success.
The Board has also updated the Constitution to reflect the 
many changes made over the past year. Now it’s your turn 
to participate. Members must cast their votes online in the 
Member Portal by May 18th. You should have also received this 
information via Constant Contact email. Simply log in to the 
Membership Vote Page to begin.
2026 Cincinnati Art Club Board of Trustee Candidates

Melinda Benfield, daughter of a professional 
artist, believes art is essential to life. She 
earned her bachelor’s from Eastern Michigan 
University, majoring in Fine Arts with 
concentrations in drawing and art history.
In graduate school, she was Arts and Crafts 

Director at a Boys and Girls Club, organizing art exhibits, 
teaching arts, and inviting guest artists. She then taught 
science for 17 years in the U.S. and England, with art 
becoming secondary to lesson planning and grading.
Melinda works full-time in the Upward Bound program at UC 
Clermont, her schedule covers weekdays, and extra hours but 
she looks forward to Thursday night sketch group.
Melinda is skilled in planning and organizing engaging lessons 
and workshops. She could assist with Sketch Group activities, 
exhibitions, or workshop planning. Melinda would love to see 
CAC become a bustling center of creative activities for the 
local community.

Alan Brown began his artistic career in a 
photo studio darkroom, igniting a lifelong 
passion for photography and visual arts. After 
earning a Communications degree from 
Syracuse University, he founded PhotoDesign, 
where he combined technical skill with 

creative vision to develop his unique style.
In 1989, Alan founded Photonics, a graphic design and web 
development firm. As creative director, he managed branding 
and website projects while continuing to explore new artistic 
techniques and mediums. Alan has never abandoned his love 
for art and photography.
Brown, now retired, focuses entirely on his art, demonstrating 
his skill in the visual arts. His journey from apprentice to 
business owner and artist highlights his enduring commitment 
to creative excellence and innovation.

Jazmina Robinhawk is pleased to be 
considered for the Board of Trustees of the 
Cincinnati Art Club. Her connection to art 
began early, growing up in an environment 
where creativity was both encouraged and 
practiced, from learning art history to 
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Cincinnati Nature Center Garden Tour

The Cincinnati Nature Center’s 8th Annual Garden Tour 
returns on June 27, 2026, offering plein air artists a full day 
immersed in some of the region’s most beautiful private 
gardens. This year’s tour spans 10 residential landscapes, each 
one providing its own atmosphere, character, and creative 
inspiration for participating artists.
Artists will be assigned to a specific garden and paint for 
roughly four hours—either in the morning or afternoon—
anytime between 9:00 AM and 5:00 PM. Both individual artists 
and pairs are welcome, making it an ideal opportunity for 
those who enjoy working alongside a fellow painter.
As in past years, participating artists will also be invited to 
display their finished pieces at the CNC Back to Nature Gala 
in the Fall, where nature‑loving patrons gather and often 

acquire new artwork. It’s a wonderful way to share your 
creative process, connect with the community, and enjoy a 
relaxed summer day surrounded by natural beauty.
WHEN: June 27, 2026, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM or 1:00 - 5:00 PM
WHERE: Private residential gardens in Wyoming, Mt. 
Lookout, Hyde Park, and Indian Hill
REGISTRATION: Contact JoAnne Allen, Volunteer Chair, 
	 via email at joannelallen70@gmail.com 
	 or by phone at (513) 720-3889.
DEADLINE TO REGISTER: June 1st
Artists will need to sign a waiver before participating.
Step into the gardens this June and let the landscape guide 
your brush.

Paintings from last year's Garden Tour by Nancy Nordloh and Ray Hassard, with Marlene Steele in action

Artistic Opportunities
Mt. Adams Art Festival Seeks CAC Artists

The Mt. Adams Art Festival is taking place on Saturday, May 
30th, bringing together the Cincinnati Art Museum, the Mt. 
Adams Business District, and the Cincinnati Art Club for a 
neighborhood‑wide celebration of art. The event features an 
outdoor art exhibition, painters in action, live music, artist 
markets, and family activities.
Throughout the day, CAC Featured Artists will paint en 
plein air along the route between the Cincinnati Art 
Museum and the Business District, capturing the character 
of Mt. Adams. From 11:00 AM  - 5:00 PM the Cincinnati Art 
Club will be hosting a Plein Air Exhibition of paintings and 
historical displays.
The Cincinnati Art Museum will present additional arts 
programming at Seasongood Pavilion, while the Business 
District will host a curated open‑air marketplace featuring 
local artist vendors on St. Gregory Street, Pavilion Street, and 
the terraces of Bow Tie Café. Live music, food and beverages 
from Mt. Adams businesses, and a family‑friendly Little Artist 
Zone round out the festival experience.

Three Ways for Artists to Participate 
1. Plein Air Painters 
Artists interested in painting on May 30th in Mt. Adams/Eden 
Park should email Kay Hurley at  
Development@cincinnatiartclub.com by April 30th.  
Artists may begin painting in the morning before the official start.
2. Plein Air Exhibition at CAC 
Artists may submit artwork for the Plein Air Exhibition
•	 Commitment Deadline: April 30th
•	 Artwork Drop‑Off: 

	 May 21st, 7:00–9:00 PM 
	 May 23rd and 25th, 1:00–4:00 PM

•	 Show Hours: May 30th, 11:00 AM - 5:00 PM
•	 Pick‑Up: May 30th, 5:00–6:00 PM; May 31st, 1:00–3:00 PM 

Volunteers Needed: Email Kay Hurley to assist.
3. Artist Vendors 
Artists interested in selling work in the open‑air markets may 
apply here. Artist Vendors will display their wares in open-
air artist markets in the heart of the Business District. The 
outdoor markets will include two parking lots on St. Gregory 
Street, the terraces of Bow Tie Café, and a parking lot on 
Pavilion Street.
With plein air painters, a curated marketplace, live music, and 
a full day of arts programming, the Mt. Adams Art Festival 
promises to be a vibrant celebration of creativity—and a fantastic 
opportunity for CAC artists to shine. Let’s fill the hill with art. The 
Cincinnati Art Museum will present an arts event at Seasongood 
Pavilion, creating a full day of all things ART in Mt. Adams.
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Pastel Show Recap
The 2026 Pastel Exhibition filled the Wessel Gallery with 
exceptional artistry. The show offered a rich spectrum of 
styles—from soft, atmospheric landscapes to bold figurative 
work and finely observed still lifes. Visitors lingered over 
pieces like the realistic water scenes, the delicate florals 
rendered in velvety layers, and the expressive portraits that 
couldn't help but captured your eye. The immense talent on 
display made this year’s exhibition a standout.
Opening Night brought a lively crowd, with many of the 
artists in attendance, eager to talk about their work. The 
gallery buzzed with conversation, congratulations, and the 
kind of community that made this show shine.
And of course, Penny the dog served as the evening’s unofficial 
greeter—tail wagging, eyes full of hope. Her charm was so 

persuasive that a sign had to be placed on the hors d’oeuvres 
table reading, “Please do not give any scraps to the dog—pay no 
attention to the dog’s eyes.” Judging by her expression, Penny 
Boone is accustomed to getting exactly what she wants.
Throughout the weekend, a steady stream of visitors 
filtered through the gallery. Several pieces even found new 
homes, a testament to both the quality of the work and the 
enthusiasm of our guests.
From the great turnout to the exceptional artwork, the 2026 
Pastel Exhibition was a resounding success. 
Thank you to all the artists, volunteers, and visitors who 
helped make this year’s show such a bright and memorable 
celebration of pastel artistry.

Jackie Benkert with her pieces
Best Friends, and Light unto my Path

Kay Hurley with her pieces
Home Again, and Feels Like Home

Laura Bowman with her pieces
Cliffside, North Bay on Sifnos Greece, and On the Rocks

Aleisa Yusko with her piece
Waka Texas Ranger

Kate Hewitt with her pieces
Quiet Watcher, and Where the 

Bridge Meets the Spring

Patricia McDonald with her pieces
A Walk on the Beach / Color, and  

A Walk on the Beach / B&W

Paula Rome with her pieces
Perspective, and  

Ault Park - Sunset

Lori Wendling with her pieces
Bird's Eye View, and  
Sky High Chi-Town

6



The April Member Meeting closed our 2025–2026 speaker 
series with a presentation that left a profound impression on 
everyone in the room. Photographer, educator, and Midwest 
SPE Chair Emily Wiethorn joined us to share her work and her 
research in a talk titled Image as Evidence: Photography, PTSD, 
and Identity Formation. Her presentation offered an unflinching 
look at how photography can hold memory, confront trauma, 
and help rebuild a sense of self.
Wiethorn began by describing her unexpected entry into 
photography through a high‑school yearbook assignment—
an experience that revealed the emotional weight of 
documenting people’s lives. That early understanding of 
photography as a keeper of memory became the backbone of 
her artistic practice.
She then introduced her major body of work, The Death of 
You and Me, which examines the aftermath of severe trauma 
and the fragmented nature of memory that follows. Speaking 
with striking clarity and honesty, she explained how trauma 
disrupts the brain’s ability to form linear narrative. Survivors 
are often left with flashes, sensations, and disjointed fragments 
rather than a cohesive timeline. Her photographs attempt to 
give form to those fragments—images that occupy a liminal 
space where memory, fear, anger, and identity intersect.

Throughout her talk, Wiethorn reflected on the emotional 
and psychological shifts that follow trauma: the reshaping of 
identity, the unreliability of memory, and the complicated 
role of anger as both shield and catalyst. She also spoke about 
generational trauma and the cultural conditioning that shapes 
women’s experiences, noting how shared stories among 
friends can reveal patterns long overlooked.
Her work, she explained, functions as both memorial and 
reclamation. Photography becomes a way to confront what 
haunts her, to examine the shadow of the perpetrator, and 
to assert presence where silence once lived. She described 
her images as “incantations”—visual attempts to freeze time, 
challenge memory, and reclaim power.
To conclude, Wiethorn offered a preview of a new project 
in which she interviews and photographs exorcists—an 
unexpected but compelling extension of her interest in 
haunting, belief systems, and the unseen forces that shape 
human experience.
It was a moving, courageous, and unforgettable presentation—
one that left Members deeply engaged and grateful for 
Wiethorn’s insight, artistry, and openness.

April Member Meeting Recap: Photographer & Educator Emily Wiethorn

Members are 
invited to gather 
at the Clubhouse 
on May 20th 
at 6:00 PM for 
our annual 
Members Only 
Business Meeting 
and Dinner. 
This evening 
is one of the 
most important 
touchpoints 

of the year—a chance for us to come 
together, share a meal, and look ahead 
as a community.
During the meeting, we’ll review key 
updates, outline plans for the upcoming 
Summer and Fall seasons, and announce 
the results of the Board of Trustees 
election, as well as revisions to the CAC 

May Members Only Meeting

Wednesday, May 20th Menu 

"Hitching Post" Fried Chicken
Coleslaw

Deviled Eggs
Banana Pudding

Key Lime Pie Bars
Chocolate Almond Brownies  

(gluten free)
Iced Tea/Lemonade/Coffee

$10.00 per person

Reservation Deadline:   
Friday, May 15th @ 4:00 PM

RSVP:   
hospitality@cincinnatiartclub.com

Member's Only Meeting Dinner, Wednesday, May 20th, 6:00 PM
Constitution. Club President, 
Christine Kuhr and current Board 
Members will offer reflections on 
the past year, highlighting the 
progress we’ve made and the work 
that lies ahead.
As we enjoy a classic fried chicken 
dinner, Members will have 
the opportunity to reconnect, 
exchange ideas, and contribute to 
conversations that help shape the 
Club’s direction. 
Please note that this gathering 
is exclusively for Members—
unfortunately, no guests may attend.
Be sure to reserve your spot in 
advance so we can plan accordingly.
We look forward to sharing an 
evening of good food, community, 
and meaningful discussion.
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Learn a three-
step approach 
to designing 
and painting 
expressive 
landscapes 
with dynamic 
brushwork, 
strong values, and 
luminous color.  

Workshop Description
Join Bill Fletcher for a three-day indoor landscape painting 
workshop where he will share his three-step approach to 
painting:
Block-In — building a strong foundation with a pleasing value 
shape pattern and clear “in light” and “in shadow” shapes.
Middle — developing exciting, meaningful color variations 
within those big shapes.
Finish — refining with implied detail, edges, and final touches 
that guide the eye and bring the painting to life.
We’ll focus on design, depth, light, and atmosphere 
throughout. Bill will reinforce the timeless fundamentals, and 
share his newest insights and approaches.
Each day you’ll complete a painting, moving through all 
three steps with specific daily focus points. The workshop 
includes a notebook, presentations, demos, targeted exercises, 
group feedback, and plenty of painting time with individual 
guidance from Bill.
This workshop is best suited for painters with some prior oil 
painting experience. Class size is limited to 12 participants to 
ensure plenty of personal attention. 
For more information and to register, visit Eventbrite. 

Dazzling Light in Landscapes with Farley Lewis
Friday, July 24 – Sunday, July 26, 2026
$325 CAC Members, $375 Non-Members

Discover how 
to infuse your 
landscapes 
with luminous 
light and 
atmosphere—
whether you 
prefer working 
en plein air or 
in the studio. 
Over three 
inspiring 

days, participants will explore the principles that create 
convincing depth, learn how to paint natural sunlight 
and shadow, and gain a clearer understanding of color 
temperature. By deepening your grasp of how light behaves, 
you’ll build confidence in capturing its brilliance on canvas. 

Expressive Landscapes: From Value Structure to 
Finish with Bill Fletcher
Friday, June 5 - Sunday, June 7, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
$300 CAC Members, $350 Non-Members

Continuing Education Workshops
This workshop welcomes acrylic and oil painters of all 
experience levels. Each day begins with instruction and a 
live demonstration, followed by dedicated painting time with 
plenty of individualized guidance and encouragement.
About the Instructor 

Farley Lewis approaches the 
world with a sense of wonder that 
shines through every painting. 
In just seven years, he has risen 
from relative obscurity to national 
recognition in the plein air 
community. Since entering his first 
competition in 2018, he has earned 
numerous honors—including 
ten Best of Show awards and 
eight Artists’ Choice awards—and 
has been featured in Plein Air 
Magazine and other publications.

Farley writes: 
“I enjoy capturing the interaction of mankind and nature, the 
hard edges of architecture against the organic shapes of nature. 
Like the early Impressionists, I set out not to paint the objects 
in front of me, but the light illuminating them. I believe beauty 
is timeless and powerful, and when I capture the beauty I see in 
nature, I’m able to invite others into the experience.”  
More details and registration information will be available soon.

Sophisticated Fundamentals with David Mueller
August - September, 2026

David Mueller 
cordially invites 
both new and 
returning 
students to 
attend weekly 
local classes, 
where he will 
instruct on his 
Sophisticated 

Fundamental philosophies and techniques. He will also 
provide guidance to help students apply these concepts to 
their ongoing art projects and challenges.
These principles serve to enhance an artist's work regardless 
of a persons current level of expertise. No matter where 
they begin, the application of Sophisticated Fundamental 
philosophies, techniques and guidelines can elevate their 
artistic development.
You can get to know more about David, his teaching and see 
samples of his work at davidmuellerfineart.com. 
This six week workshop will take place at the Cincinnati Art 
Club in August through September.
For further information or to discuss your artistic requests, 
please reach out to David at 56utls20@gmail.com.
David Mueller has lectured and demonstrated his techniques 
to many artists and organizations. He has taught painting/
drawing to numerous students both privately and in regional 
workshops for over 24 years. Davidis a graduate of The 
American Academy of Art in Chicago.
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Weekend Mold‑Making Workshop with John Leon
NEW DATES: June 12 - 14, 9:00 AM - 5:00 PM, John Leon's Studio, 6261 Amelia Drive, Sharonville
$425 for Members and Non-Members

Sculptors interested in expanding their technical skills will 
have a special opportunity this spring: John Leon will teach a 
three‑day mold‑making workshop on June 12th, 13th, and 14th, 
from 9:00 AM to 5:00 PM each day at his Sharonville studio.
This intensive course guides participants through creating a 
professional, two‑part urethane rubber mold from their own 
sculpture. The finished mold can later be used to cast work 
in plaster, hydrocal, hydrostone, wax (for bronze casting), 
concrete, and several types of resin. During the workshop, 
students will also produce plaster casts from their newly made 
molds. John will discuss alternative mold‑making approaches, 
demonstrate techniques suited to different conditions, and lead 
broader conversations about the art and craft of sculpture.
Class Details   
The cost is $425, including all materials. Class size is limited to 6–10 
participants, with space for 2–3 observers at $160. A $100 deposit is 

required to register and is fully refundable until June 5th.
Preparing for the Workshop   
Because each participant will be molding their own sculpture, 
early contact with John is essential. He will consult with each 
artist about the medium, size, and form of their piece, as 
some works may require advance preparation to ensure they 
are suitable for a two‑part mold. Artists who do not yet have a 
piece ready may need time to create one. John also needs lead 
time to order materials and prepare the studio. Considering 
that a mold of this size (12–18 inches tall) would typically 
cost as much as the workshop itself if commissioned from a 
foundry, participants will leave with both a valuable skill and a 
high‑quality mold ready for future casting.
Members interested in participating or observing are encouraged 
to contact John soon to secure a spot and begin planning their 
sculpture: JLSculptor@gmail.com or (513) 777‑1862.

Examples of sculptures cast from molds similar to those created in this class —straightforward forms without complex projections or deep undercuts, ideal for a workshop setting

Adventures in Encaustic: The Basics with Tracy Casagrande Clancy
Saturday, September 26, 2026, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM 
Cincinnati Art Club 
$225 CAC Members, $275 Non-Members

Doors open at 8:30 AM, Lunch break 12:00 - 1:00 PM.  
Students are encouraged to bring their own lunches.
About the Instructor

Tracy Casagrande Clancy is a 
nationally and internationally 
recognized American artist. 
Known for her mixed media, 
encaustic and sculptural work, 
Tracy incorporates photography, 
painting and collage in her 
encaustic and cold wax pieces in 
her explorations of the theme of 
interconnectedness.

With undergraduate and graduate degrees in Fine Art, 
Counseling, and Social Work, Tracy's past career as a grief 
therapist in medical and crisis intervention settings deeply 
informs her artistic voice. Clancy’s work shows a consistent use 
of iconography and references to shelter, anatomy, and the 
human figure in all its incarnations. 
You will find Tracy and her work in her studio & gallery 
located in the Pendleton Art Center. Please visit www.
tracycasagrandeclancy.com  for more information or follow her 
on Instagram @badassagrande.

Join us for a hands-on, one-day 
encaustic painting workshop 
designed for beginners and 
creatives eager to explore 
this ancient art form using 
molten beeswax and pigments. 
In this class, you'll learn the 
fundamentals of working with 
encaustic materials, including 
proper tools, safety techniques, 
fusing methods, and layering. 

Guided by an certified encaustic instructor, you’ll create your 
own encaustic pieces using basic techniques such as incising, 
embedding, and texture-building. No prior experience is 
necessary, just a willingness to experiment and have fun!
All materials and equipment are provided, and you'll leave 
with at least one finished piece and the knowledge to continue 
working independently. This workshop is perfect for artists, 
crafters, or anyone looking to discover a new and expressive 
medium in a supportive, small-group environment. Come learn 
how to incorporate this medium into your current art practices, 
including oil painting, watercolors, mixed media and more!
Location: Cincinnati Art Club, 1021 Parkside Place, Cincinnati 
Ohio 45202 (Mt. Adams) 
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Since 1968, the Cincinnati Art 
Club has annually hosted the 
ViewPoint Exhibition.
ViewPoint originated as an 
open juried art show to display 
the diversity of work created 

within the Greater Cincinnati arts community. Since that 
time, the show has expanded to encompass works submitted 
from across the country and from many artists outside the 
United States. It is the longest continuous annual open 
juried art exhibit in the Southwestern Ohio area.
Originally held in the Cincinnati Art Club’s own Herman 
& Bessie Wessel Gallery, it is now displayed in one of the 
many outstanding commercial galleries in the Cincinnati 
area. Emphasis has been and continues to be on showcasing 
the highest quality of work, regardless of the school or 
classification of art. Viewpoint is open for fine art in all 
media. The following media are EXCLUDED: photography, 
video, crafts, fiber, AI or computer-generated art, painting 
on photos or prints, and jewelry. Paintings created in 
workshops or classes also are not accepted.
Entry is open to all artists 18 years of age and older. Only 
totally original work conceived and executed by the entrant 

Announcing the ViewPoint 58 National Juried Art Competition
is accepted. All artwork is for sale. A distinguished multi-
juror panel makes selections for the show from submitted 
digital images. The Awards Judge determines the First 
Place, Second Place, Third Place, and other Awards of 
Merit. Awards are based upon the review of actual artwork 
presented in the gallery.
We are proud to announce that our esteemed Show Judge 
is Joseph Orr, artist, educator, also founder and Signature 
Member of the National Oil and Acrylic Painters Society 
(NOAPS). He is also a Signature Member of the American 
Impressionist Society (AIS). Joseph Orr will give a workshop 
at the Cincinnati Art Club the weekend of the Show 
Opening. So, get your creative tools out! 
This exhibition will be held at ARTclectic Gallery in 
Cincinnati, located at 6249 Stewart Avenue. It will run from 
October 2nd until October 24th, 2026.
The Call for Entry starts May 4th, 2026 with entries able to 
be submitted until August 6th, via CaFe. The Prospectus will 
be viewable on the website around May 4th.
A special THANKS goes out to this year’s Sponsors: 
Ampersand, BLICK Art Materials, Frame Concepts, Jack 
Richeson & Co., Suders Art Store, and The Velma J. Morris 
Trust. A special thanks to ARTclectic for hosting Viewpoint 58.

Noteworthy Exhibits
22nd Annual Evendale Fine Art Exhibit on May 1st
WHERE: Evendale Recreation Center, 10500 Reading Road

Wild at Heart  by Christine Moore, Kathryn (Portrait from Life)  by Linda Jacobs, 
Chopping Onions by Marianna Briner, and Yellow Glasses by Francis Huffman

The 22nd Annual Evendale Fine Art Exhibit returns this spring, 
showcasing an impressive lineup of more than 80 regional artists, 
including several fellow CAC Members. The exhibit runs May 
1st through the 4th, offering free admission, live music, and an 
exceptional celebration of local and regional talent.
The event kicks off with an Opening Reception on Friday, May 
1st, from 6:00 - 8:00 PM, featuring refreshments and live music 
by the Midnight Rose Trio. An awards ceremony will highlight 
outstanding works, including the coveted $500 Best in Show prize.
On Saturday and Sunday, 2:00 - 4:00 PM, visitors can explore the 
diverse collection of original, juried artwork from both seasoned 
and emerging artists. Additional musical performances include 
classical guitarist Brian Deyo on Saturday afternoon and harpist 
Katie Whitacre on Sunday.
Hosted by the Evendale Cultural Arts Center, the exhibit 
continues its mission to uplift and support the region’s artistic 
community. Whether you’re a collector, an art enthusiast, or 
simply looking for an inspiring way to spend Friday evening or a 
weekend afternoon, the Evendale Fine Art Exhibit offers a rich 
and engaging experience for all.

Rembrandt: Masterpieces in Black and White
WHERE: Taft Museum of Art, 316 Pike Street, Cincinnati, Ohio
EXHIBIT DURATION: Now - May 17, 2026

Rembrandt, Self-Portrait c. 1642

The Taft Museum of Art is in its final weeks of presenting a rare 
chance to experience Rembrandt’s brilliance through nearly 
fifty of his finest etchings. Rembrandt: Masterpieces in Black and 
White showcases the artist’s extraordinary command of line, 
shadow, and storytelling—qualities that cemented his place as 
one of history’s most influential printmakers.
The exhibition spans intimate portraits, lively Dutch scenes, 
atmospheric landscapes, and dramatic biblical moments, 
each revealing Rembrandt’s ability to turn a copper plate 
into something deeply human. Organized by the American 
Federation of Arts and the Rembrandt House Museum, these 
fragile works are seldom shown.
A must‑see for anyone who loves drawing, printmaking, or the 
quiet power of black‑and‑white art.

The Practicing Alchemist (Faust)
c. 1652

10



We are overjoyed to welcome Towne Properties as the 
Presenters of the Link Gallery (formerly the cloakroom) and 
the Chef’s Kitchen. Their support helps strengthen the heart 
of our newly renovated space. And keep your eyes open—a 
new stone bench is on its way, generously presented by 
Christine Kuhr, Jim Albert, Joe Stewart, and Gilda Horn.
We are also deeply grateful to be partnering with Summerfair 
on several exciting projects beginning in 2027. More details 
will unfold soon, but the collaboration promises wonderful 
opportunities for the Club. 
As mentioned in the past Dragonfly, we are profoundly 
appreciative to Kathryn Allred Al-Lamadani for presenting 
the Wessel Gallery, Jens Rosenkrantz, Jr. for presenting the 
Presential Library and Bar and Family and Friends of Eileen 
McConkey for presenting the Eileen McConkey Foyer Gallery.

On a personal note—as I complete my three‑year term 
as Development Chair and reflect on everything we’ve 
accomplished to bring our renovation dream to life—my 
heart is filled with love and gratitude. Thank you to every 
one of you who believed in and supported the vision. I know 
the fundraising events were challenging at times, but they 
brought us together, and that sense of unity is essential to our 
long‑term sustainability. Money isn’t everything; community is.
Thank you from the bottom of my heart. And don’t worry—
I’m not going anywhere.
With heartfelt gratitude,
Kay Hurley
CAC Development Chair
development@cincinnatiartclub.com
(513) 368-3800

Featured in the Masthead
The Masthead this month features an  
oil painting titled Blazing by the late Eileen 
McConkey. Eileen's work is being featured 
this month as her family presents the foyer in 
her memory.

Capital Campaign Corner

A piece in the show by  
Nancy Neville called Mainville

Woman's Art Club of Cincinnati 
2026 133rd Annual Juried Exhibition, Until May 3rd
WHERE: Woman's Art Club of Cincinnati,  
6980 Cambridge Avenue, Mariemont, Ohio 

The Woman’s Art 
Club of Cincinnati 
is currently 
presenting its 
133rd Annual 
Juried Exhibition, 
a tradition that 
stretches all the 
way back to the 
Club’s founding 
year in 1892. That 
first exhibition 
was open only 
to Members, 

but today the show welcomes submissions from female artists, 
eighteen and older, living in Ohio, Kentucky, or Indiana. A juror 
selects the works for inclusion, and a separate judge determines 
the award winners—continuing a long legacy of artistic 
excellence.
This year’s exhibition features an impressive range of work from 
across the region, including pieces by several Cincinnati Art Club 
Members. It’s a wonderful opportunity to see the breadth of 
talent represented in our wider artistic community and to support 
fellow CAC artists who were selected for this historic show.
But time is running out—the exhibition closes on May 3rd, giving 
you only a couple of days left to experience it in person. Gallery 
hours are noon - 3:00 PM daily, closed on Wednesdays.
If you’re looking for inspiration, community, or simply a beautiful 
afternoon surrounded by exceptional artwork, this long‑standing 
exhibition is well worth the visit before it concludes.

Essex Studios Art Walk, May 8th and 9th
WHERE: Essex Studios, 2511 Essex Place, Cincinnati, Ohio
If you’re looking for an evening bursting with creativity, 
character, and the unexpected, mark your calendar for the 
Essex Studios Art Walk, happening May 8th and 9th from 6:00 
- 10:00 PM. This spring event is the first collective open‑studios 
weekend of the year—and one of Cincinnati’s most eclectic, 
immersive art experiences.
Essex Studios is home to one of the city’s most diverse 
communities of working artists, including several Cincinnati Art 
Club Members. During the Art Walk, the entire building comes 
alive as Resident Artists open their studios, Visiting Artists fill 
the halls, and guests are invited to wander freely through this 
creative maze.
With only three Art Walk weekends a year, this is a chance to 
experience Essex at its most electric. Come support our CAC 
Members, discover new artists, and soak in an atmosphere 
where creativity spills out of every doorway.

Pendleton Art Center, Final Friday, May 29th
WHERE: Pendelton Art Center, 1310 Pendleton St, Cincinnati, OH
Looking for an inspiring night out? Head to Final Friday at the 
Pendleton Art Center, where more than 200 artists open their 
studios to the public. As the world’s largest collection of artists 
under one roof, PAC offers an energetic, behind‑the‑scenes 
look at Cincinnati’s creative community.
Final Friday happens every last Friday of the month from 5:00 
- 9:00  PM, giving visitors the chance to explore eight floors 
of studios, meet artists, and discover original work in every 
medium. Several CAC Members maintain studios here, making 
it a great opportunity to support your fellow artists.
For dates and details, visit pendletonartcenter.com/events.  
An inspiring, art‑filled evening awaits.
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