
Member News

New Members 
Self-taught Fairfield artist, John Wiehe 
began painting after retirement in 
2018. His work has been exhibited 
at the Arts Centers of Fairfield, 
Middletown, Oxford, Reading, Clifton 
and the Pendleton Middletown.
John is now a member of the 
Cincinnati Art Club, and he is also 
an instructor at the Middletown 
Arts Center where he has a Monday 

morning class for general acrylic and oil painting, and a 
Monday afternoon class for portraiture. John participates 
frequently in various art exhibitions and has won many awards 
for his paintings. Portraits are his passion, and he welcomes 
portrait commissions. Instagram: @johnawiehe.

Paula Rome likes to say she “discovered 
art” during the pandemic. As a left-
brained professional immersed in the 
software industry, the idea of actually 
creating art never occurred to her until 
a short online painting video scrolled 
by and caught her attention during 
quarantine. Hundreds of videos later, 
the hobby seems to have stuck.

She tried plein air last winter and, with the help of SWOPA, 
became addicted to painting outside — quite a transformation 
for someone whose only previous exposure to light was from 
computer monitors, and whose “bugs” were only found in 
software. Paula credits Don, Greg, and the rest of the SWOPA 
group for giving her the courage to step into plein air events, 
where she has already begun to shine. Encouraged by her 
sister to share her work beyond family circles, Paula entered 
several competitions this summer and was thrilled to place 
second in the Loveland Art Crawl Paint Out, earn Honorable 

Mention in the Piqua Arts Council 33rd Annual Fine Art 
Exhibition, and took third in the Mariemont Paint Out.
Paula’s other passion is creating mobile applications. 
She is currently developing an app to help plan painting 
compositions, and welcomes feedback from fellow artists 
before it becomes available in the App Store. If you have an 
iPhone or iPad and would like to test it, you can reach her at 
paula_rome@icloud.com.

Katharine (Kate) Lynch graduated in 
2021 with a bachelor's degree from 
Utah State University in English 
teaching. While in college, she found 
her passion for oil painting florals with 
a palette knife. From there, she painted 
the wedding bouquets of friends and 
family before deciding to paint for 
clients as well. She loves learning more 

about art, and looks forward to Critique Group and socializing 
with other professional artists. You can visit her website at 
katharinejunestudio.com.

Arden Torres is a 25-year-old visual 
artist based out of Alabama. She works 
primarily in oils, acrylics, graphite, 
and charcoal, often sketching or 
painting from life. Torres greatly enjoys 
traveling with her work, whether it is 
for live wedding paintings or gallery 
exhibitions, and has had work displayed 
internationally as well as in several 
U.S. states. When at home, she runs 

a community organization called Visual Voice dedicated to 
increasing accessibility to the arts and promoting local artists. 
More about Torres’s work can be found at maisontaureau.com 
or on Instagram: @maisontaureau_.

The Cincinnati Art Club is 
delighted to share news of Member 
Tricia Kaman’s solo exhibition, 
A Closer Look. This special show 
traces the arc of Kaman’s career, 
presenting a rich selection of 
paintings that reveal her evolving 
vision and mastery of the medium.
Hosted at the BAYarts Sullivan 
Family Gallery in Bay Village, 
Ohio, the exhibition runs from 
November 14th through December 
23rd, 2025. The Opening 
Reception took place on Friday, 

November 14th, where Kaman’s work was  
celebrated in the company of fellow artists 
and art enthusiasts.
For those wishing to view the exhibition 
after the official run, appointments are 
available December 26–January 2, 2026. 
To schedule a visit, please contact Karen 
Petkovic at karen@bayarts.net.
A Closer Look offers not only a retrospective 
of Kaman’s artistic journey but also an 
intimate invitation to experience the depth, 
beauty, and humanity that have defined her 
work across decades.
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Abstract Exhibition

The next exhibit on deck is not until 
January, but we'd like to get the Abstract 
Exhibition on your radar sooner than 
later! The exhibit opening will take place 
on Friday, January 16th, from 6:00 PM to 
8:30 PM. Members are invited to share 
their creativity and submit their abstract 
pieces for the show.
All Members are encouraged to 
participate and may submit up to three 
pieces. Please refer to the calendar on 
the left side of this page for drop-off 

dates and times. The exhibition will run 
throughout the weekend, with gallery 
hours from 1:00 - 4:00 PM.
We strongly encourage all artists who 
submit their work to attend the opening 
event and bring family and friends to 
celebrate their artistic achievements.
The Abstract Show Exhibition is certain 
to be an intriguing display of talent and 
imagination—don’t miss this opportunity 
to share your abstract art with the 
community.

Pieces from last year's Abstract Exhibit -- Vortex by Susan Mueller, and an untitled piece by Louann Elliott

President's Message
Inspiration in a Landlocked State 

How can I inspire you, let me count 
the ways (0). As we look back on 2025, 
the days bleed into weeks, into months, 
into the last hour. I’m shell shocked and 
dizzy when I think on everything the 
Cincinnati Art Club has accomplished this 
past year. The world turns but we stayed 
focused. We created art, we presented and 
celebrated our work, and we continue to 
show up to learn from other artists. Why? 
Is it because we don’t want our link to be 
the one that breaks the chain, the flow of 
possibilities, of ideas.

We understand in our gut that when I give someone the space to be creative, I’ve 
given myself that same space. This strengthens our resolve, that being involved with 
other artists makes all of us stronger, better, wiser, connected. Yes, making art is 
mostly a solitary act. Like diving for pearls, once you find it on the bottom of your 
ocean, you must come back up to the surface…and you bloody well hope the boat 
is around somewhere. The Cincinnati Art Club community is that boat. We draw 
you in over 120 times a year with programs, group meet-ups, and hospitality. Our 
calendar is full; we just need you to show up and be engaged. Yes, we are landlocked, 
and a few gray weather days are on the horizon, but don’t let that stop you from 
making your art and sharing it with us. A lot of creativity can happen during the 
slow, dark, long days of winter.
Onward, Together, Into the Next Masterpiece,
Christine Kuhr

 Coming Events
Sketch Group 
December 1, 8, 15, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
December 4, 11, 18, 7:00 - 9:30 PM 
December 22, 25, 29  - Canceled 
(Holiday)
All Member Critique  
December 2, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Holiday House Party 
December 7, 4:00 - 6:00 PM
BOT Meeting 
December 10, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Coffee & Clicks  
December 20, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Sketch Group 
January 1  - Canceled (Holiday) 
January 5, 12, 19, 26, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
January 8, 15, 22, 29, 7:00 - 9:30 PM
All Member Critique  
January 6, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Abstractionist Group 
January 7, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Drop Off, Abstract Show 
January 8, 6:00 - 9:00 PM 
January 12, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
BOT Meeting 
January 14, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Abstract Exhibition 
Opening, January 16, 6:00 - 8:30 PM 
Exhibition, January 17, 18,   
1:00 - 4:00 PM
Coffee & Clicks  
January 17, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
CAC Member Meeting/Brunch 
January 24, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Beginning Scratchboard Workshop 
January 31, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Online Exhibitions 
Crazy 8s
Critique Group
Associate
Fall Signature
Viewpoint 57
Spring Signature
Pastel
Photography
Sketch Group 
Abstract
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
CAC YouTube Channel
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Member NewsletterSunday, December 7th, 4:00 - 6:30 PM

Festive Fun Awaits You at the Holiday House Party!

Sunday, December 7th Menu 

Finger sandwiches  
and an array of cookies  

and petite desserts.   
As always,  

some gluten free choices  
will be available.

 Champagne, Fruit Punch and 
Coffee. 

$10.00 per person

Reservation Deadline:   
Thursday, December 4th

RSVP:   
hospitality@cincinnatiartclub.com

Celebrate the Season in Style!  
The Cincinnati Art Club invites you to toast the holidays in our newly renovated 
building with a sparkling Champagne Soirée and a playful Artistic Exchange. This 
easy afternoon affair promises warmth, laughter, and creativity — the perfect way to 
kick off the season.

WHEN: Sunday, December 7, 2025
TIME: 4:00 – 6:30 PM
WHERE: Cincinnati Art Club
PRICE: $10 per person, pay at the door  
(perhaps the most budget-friendly soirée of the season!)
Children are welcome — and they always have a wonderful time.

Raise a glass of champagne or enjoy punch (alcohol-free), coffee, finger sandwiches, 
cookies, petite desserts, and gluten-free options. Sweet and savory delights for every palate!
Try your luck with raffle prizes featuring fun surprises.
The Artistic Exchange 
In years past, our Holiday Party featured a Painting Exchange. This year, due to the 
recent energy it took to produce the Crazy 8s event, we are changing it up a bit. 
You can still bring a medium-to-small framed/wired painting to exchange, or any 
artistic treasure that can hang on a nail. Think beyond the canvas:

•	 Painting
•	 Sculpture
•	 Art Gift Certificate
•	 Musical Instrument
•	 Dolls
•	 Art book
•	 Color Wheel
•	 Brushes
•	 Costumes, hats, masks
•	 Stud Finder
•	 Anything Artist think they need
•	 Something "Crazy Good"

Items that don’t naturally hang should be 
placed in a clear bag so they can join the wall 
of wonders. Each quirky contribution will add 
to the gallery’s festivity, turning the exchange 
into a joyful spectacle of imagination.
Awards in Good Fun
Three People’s Choice Awards will honor 
the best contributions, while a fourth 
ribbon — the cheeky “Needed Eraser 
Award” — will celebrate the most dreadful. 
(A tradition dating back to the spirit of 
The Scream!) 
Questions? Email:  
President@cincinnatiartclub.com
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Artistic Opportunities

Coffee & Clicks: Cultivating Creativity Through Photography
Saturday, December 20, 10:00 AM–12:00 PM  
Cincinnati Art Club 

On November 15th, Coffee & 
Clicks met with just enough donuts 
to keep the conversation fueled 
and the creativity flowing. The 
month’s theme, “Politics,” inspired 
a lively exchange of ideas and a 
fascinating range of photographic 
interpretations. From subtle 
symbolism to bold statements, 
members explored how the lens can 
capture the complexities of civic life 
and personal perspective.
Coffee & Clicks is more than 

a meeting—it’s a Saturday-morning 
tradition where Cincinnati Art Club 
members come together in a relaxed, 
hands-on environment. Whether you’re 
an experienced photographer or simply 
curious to sharpen your skills, this 
gathering offers a welcoming space to 
experiment, learn, and create images 
worthy of the gallery wall. Looking ahead, 
the December 20th session theme is 
Portraits or Activities in the Mall, inviting 
members to explore the art of portraiture 
in unexpected public spaces.

Noteworthy Exhibits and Events

The 22nd Annual Bryn Du Art Show 
The Bryn Du Art 
Show returns this 
Spring, bringing 
together artists 
and art lovers 
in one of Ohio’s 
most picturesque 
settings. Since 
1905, the stately 
Federal-style Bryn 
Du Mansion has 
stood proudly on 

its 52-acre estate in the Village of Granville, just east of 
Columbus. Each year, its historic halls transform into a 
stunning showcase of contemporary visual art, and 2026 
promises to be no exception.

Showcase of Arts Annual Fundraiser at The Barn 
The Woman’s Art Club of Cincinnati Foundation invites you 
to step into the holiday season with creativity and community 
at their Showcase of Arts Annual Fundraiser, held at The Barn 
(Woman’s Art Club Cultural Center) in Mariemont.
WHEN: Saturday, December 6th, 10:00 AM–5:00 PM  
	 Sunday, December 7th, 12:00–4:00 PM
WHERE: The Barn (Woman’s Art Club Cultural Center)  
6980 Cambridge Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio

The Barn will be filled with artists, 
artisans, and makers offering one-of-
a-kind treasures perfect for holiday 
giving—or for treating yourself. 
From handcrafted artwork to baked 
delights, every corner of the galleries 
and classrooms will be alive with 
festive inspiration.

This beloved event not only provides a joyful shopping 
experience but also supports the ongoing programs and 
operations of The Barn, ensuring that art continues to thrive 
in our community. Visitors can look forward to hourly door 

From March 6th to 28th, 2026, visitors are invited to 
experience the 22nd Annual Juried Exhibition, featuring 
current works across a wide range of media. The show 
celebrates artistic excellence with three major awards:
•	 Best in Show — $1,000 prize
•	 Excellence Awards — Two prizes of $500 each
The 2026 Bryn Du Art Show will be juried by Yan Sun, 
acclaimed painter and Professor Emeritus at Muskingum 
University. A recipient of the Governor’s Award for the Arts in 
Ohio, Sun brings decades of artistic expertise and a keen eye 
for excellence to this year’s exhibition.
Admission is free, making this an accessible opportunity for 
the public to engage with outstanding art in a setting that 
blends history and creativity.
To view the full prospectus and learn more, visit Bryn Du Art Show.

prizes, free admission, and plenty of surprises along the way.
Come celebrate the season, discover unique gifts, and share in 
the creative spirit that makes The Barn such a special place.

Essex Studios ArtWalk
Join Essex Studios for 
their final ArtWalk 
of 2025 featuring 
resident and visiting 
artists, live music and 
performances, local 
eats and drink. Savor 
the creativity one last 
time this year, as the 
studios open their 

doors for an evening of fun and inspiration.
WHEN: Friday & Saturday, December 5th & 6th, 6:00–10:00 PM  
WHERE: Essex Studios, 2511 Essex Place, Cincinnati, Ohio
The ArtWalk is an exciting showcase for our resident artists 
and studios, ​as well as select local artists. Come explore 
Cincinnati's most diverse collection of talent under one roof!

4

https://www.bryndu.com/bryn-du-art-show


Rain couldn’t dampen the spirit of the 
Cincinnati Art Club’s Grand Reopening/
Crazy 8s Event, where the gallery buzzed with 
energy and anticipation. Guests filled the 
newly renovated space, weaving throughout 
the gallery as they debated which Crazy 8 
panel was their favorite. Along the way, they 
enjoyed a delicious spread of food, a glass of 
wine, and conversations with fellow art lovers.
At precisely 7:00 PM, the fun began: 
attendees were invited to remove their 
favorite panels to purchase for just $100 
each. Some pieces drew more than one 
admirer, but thanks to our resident referee 
Tim Boone and his trusty numbered ball 
spinner, every contest was settled with good 
humor and fairness. The excitement of the 
draw added an extra spark to the evening, 
making each panel feel even more treasured.
The results were astounding — 117 panels 
sold, raising $13,219.19 in support of the 
Club. Each panel was unique-- evidence of 
the talent of our beloved Members.
We are deeply grateful to each Member 
who donated their time, and talents to 
make this event possible. The Cincinnati 
Art Club thrives because of its generous and 
creative Members. View the gallery here!

Behind the Scenes Magic
A big shout-out goes to our incredible behind-the-scenes 
coordinators and volunteers, especially Amanda St. 
Aubyn, George Bodine, Gregory Bach, Steve Petrosky, 
Kay Hurley, and Christine Kuhr, whose time, talents, 
and teamwork brought the event to life. Every detail was 
handled with care and precision. 
And let’s not forget the food — a beautiful spread that 
delighted both Members and guests throughout the evening!
We all may have been distracted with the beautiful arwork 
on the walls, but your time, efforts and talents did not go 
unnoticed! Thank you!

The Crazy 8s Were a Resounding Success!
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November Member Meeting Highlights
The November Member Dinner Meeting was a night to 
remember — well attended, warmly shared, and filled with 
artistry and good conversations. Chef Richard once again 
delighted us with his culinary expertise, serving a meal that 
was both expertly prepared and joyfully savored.
The walls of the Club glowed with the beautiful artwork from 
the Critique Show, setting the perfect backdrop for an evening 
of conversation and creativity.
Our guest speakers, Chris and Nate Dye, the dynamic duo behind 
Dye Creative, brought energy and insight to the gathering. With 
over 40 years of combined experience in design, branding, and 
storytelling, they embody the power of collaboration.
Together, they blend sharp writing, bold design, and 
boundless creativity — driving everything from brand 
campaigns and large murals to children’s books. Their 
presentation was inspiring, entertaining, and informative.  

We marveled at the magnitude of their assignments, and they 
had us laughing along the way.
If you haven't been to a Member Dinner Meeting in awhile, 
we'd love to see you! You're guaranteed a delicious meal, great 
conversation and you just might learn something from our top 
notch guest speakers!

Continuing Education: Scratchboard Class With Yvonne Todd
Saturday, January 31, 10:00 AM–4:00 PM  
Cincinnati Art Club

Discover the art of revealing light through darkness
We're excited to announce a Scratchboard Class Saturday, 
January 31st with Yvonne Todd at the Cincinnati Art Club! 
This hands-on introduction will guide participants through 
the fascinating world of scratchboard art.  
What You’ll Learn 
This class will cover:
•	 Choosing an image and planning composition
•	 Understanding values and textures
•	 Using basic tools to achieve a range of effects
•	 Finishing and framing your work
Students are asked to bring a scratchboard no larger than 
8x10 and an X-Acto knife with a #10 blade. The instructor will 
provide photos, or you can bring your own subjects. 

About Scratchboard
Scratchboard is a two-dimensional subtractive process: artists use 
sharp or abrasive tools to remove a dark surface layer, revealing 
a lighter layer beneath. By varying how much of the surface is 
removed, artists create values, textures, and striking contrasts. 
The technique dates back to the 1800s, when it was used 
for black-and-white illustrations in newspapers and books. 
Today, thanks to archival materials, scratchboard continues 
to evolve and is recognized as a prominent medium in fine 
art and design.
About the Instructor

Yvonne is an accomplished artist 
recently elected to membership 
in the prestigious Salmagundi 
Club in New York. A Signature 
Member and past President of 
the American Academy of Equine 
Art, she has exhibited nationally 
and internationally, earning 
numerous awards including honors 
from the International Society 
of Scratchboard Artists and the 
Cincinnati Art Club’s Viewpoint 

exhibit. Her work is held in permanent collections, 
published widely, and celebrated for its mastery of 
storytelling through line and texture.
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Capital Campaign Corner

Featured in the Masthead

The Masthead this month features an oil painting 
by John Smit entitled A Little Red in the Green. This 
piece was part of November's Crazy 8 Event. 

Wow!
Crazy 8s Panel Sale far exceeded my hopes and dreams. In spite 
of the rainy night, supporters poured in to enjoy the celebration 
of our grand re-opening, abundant food, beverages and great 
crazy affordable art. We sold 117 panels. Many buyers rounded 
up over $100. for their purchase.
My goal was to net $10K and we did better than that! This 
event brought in approximately $13,219.19!
We couldn’t have done it without the wonderful volunteers 
gathered by coordinator, Amanda St.Aubyn, exhibition team: 
George Bodine, Gregory Bach, and Steve Petrosky. Most 
importantly, we could do nothing without the perseverance 
and relentless efforts of our president, Christine Kuhr. There 
are no words to express my gratitude for all she does. A special 
thanks to Gregory Bach, our right/hand man, who solves 
every building need. 

Happiest of holidays! We are so blessed.
With Heartfelt Gratitude,
Kay Hurley 
Development Chair 
Development@cincinnatiartclub.com

Scenes From the Critique Show

The Critique Show opened last month to a joyful crowd and a 
gallery brimming with energy. George Bodine counted about 
fifty visitors, each greeted by the welcoming atmosphere that 
has become the hallmark of our Club.
As always, Tim and Jan Boone outdid themselves with a 
spectacular spread of food and drinks, adding flavor and fun 
to the evening. The highlight of the night came when a family 
from out of town, drawn in by the beauty of our building, 
decided to stop in. They were delighted to find the doors 
open—and the warmth of our Members inside. No longer is 
our Clubhouse the neutral, non-descript building at the base 
of the hill. Our renovations have given us an exclamation 
point, and people are noticing! 

The walls glowed with beautiful works of art done by our 
Critique Group Members. Each piece had, at some point, 
been studied, contemplated, and admired by the group as a 
whole. Through thoughtful feedback and shared insight, the 
Critique Group helps artists refine their vision, strengthen 
their technique, and put forth their very best work.
Behind the scenes, countless hours of effort go into preparing 
these shows—arranging the space, curating the work, and 
ensuring every detail shines. It is thanks to the commitment of 
our volunteers, artists, and supporters that each month’s shows 
are not just exhibitions, but a lovely emphasis of creativity 
and community. A heartfelt thank you to everyone who makes 
these evenings possible!

7

mailto:Development%40cincinnatiartclub.com?subject=

