
Club News

(continued on page 4)

Club Membership Renewal Goes Digital!
Exciting news! The 
Cincinnati Art Club has 
transitioned to a streamlined 
online payment system for 
Membership renewals and 
new applications. This digital 
approach will save time, 
reduce printing and mailing 
expenses, and make the 
process more efficient for 
everyone.

With this shift, Members will have access to an exclusive 
Members-only Portal, where they can find their current 
Membership details, a directory of fellow Members, the Club 
Constitution, updates, and minutes from Board Meetings. 
This resource will enhance engagement and ensure you stay 
connected with Club activities.
Membership dues have been raised by $5.00 to accommodate 
online credit card processing fees. However, the convenience 
and savings from this system makes it a worthwhile adjustment. 
Please complete your online Membership Renewal as soon as 
possible! Membership non-payment cancellation date is June 
15th, 2025. Don’t let this happen to you! 

HOW TO DIGITALLY RENEW YOUR MEMBERSHIP:
•	 Visit the renewal link:  

Cincinnati Art Club Membership Renewal
•	 Level Price: Select your Membership Level (Signature, 

Associate, Student, or Out of Town). This is the start of 
the Application. Please read all the information. You will 
see a Release Statement allowing us to use your images and 
receive SMS messages via your cell phone. The Membership 
Fee has been raised to cover online payment costs, even if 
you pay by check. The question about the Discount Code 
pertains to Honorary and Student Memberships.

•	 Account Information: Here is where you input your 
username. We suggest your first and last name (with no 
space between). You will need to create a password (make 
a personal note of it) and fill in your email address.  

•	 Your Personal Information: Please continue and fill in 
your personal information. These questions have not 
changed from the past, but we need you to fill this out, too. 

•	 Your Art Background: Continue and fill in your art 
background info.

•	 Primary Medium: Check the box of your Primary 
Medium. Write in any medium that is not listed or any 
comment you want to make about your medium.

•	 Your Volunteer Commitment: Check the boxes you are 
willing to volunteer for throughout the year. Also include 
any unique skills you have that will help us thrive. It is 
extremely important that you follow through with your 
commitment to volunteer.

•	 Club Membership Sponsors: This question is asked for 
NEW Members. If you are a new Member, put the names 
of two sponsors you have (people you know in the Club). 
If you don’t know anyone, just leave it blank. 

•	 Personal: Upload a headshot of yourself. Some people like to 
show a dog or a random image. We prefer an image of YOU.

Would you like to set up Automatic Renewals? Automatic 
Renewal is easy, and it benefits the Club to know you will 
continue your Membership. However, this can be changed at 
the next Renewal Period. Either way, you will receive email 
Renewal Notices prior to your next year.
Choose Your Payment Method: Choose your method of 
payment. PayPal, Credit Card, Paper Check. Click on Submit 
and Check Out.
This digital transition is a fantastic step forward for the Club, 
ensuring a more cost-effective and convenient Membership 
experience. Your participation and support help the Club 
flourish—thank you for being part of this creative community!

Board of Trustees Ballot
You should have received your 2025 Board of Trustees Ballot 
in your mailbox by now. With the recent transition to online 
Membership renewal, the voting process has become even 
more streamlined—now, all that's left for you to do is send 
back your vote! Your participation in this election is vital in 
shaping the future of our organization, ensuring that the 
voices of our Members are heard and represented. Please take 
a moment to carefully review the ballot, fill in your votes, and 
return it in the provided self-addressed envelope. To ensure 
your vote is counted, be sure to mail it back before the May 
21st Business Meeting. This is a wonderful opportunity to be 
part of an important decision-making process that will impact 
our community. As a refresher, here are your candidates listed 

in alphabetical order, each bringing their unique perspectives 
and qualifications to the table. Your vote matters, and we 
appreciate your commitment to the organization!

Greg Bach rejoined the Cincinnati Art 
Club a year ago and greatly appreciated 
the opportunities to participate in activities 
and build relationships with like-minded 
Members. He has helped with building 
maintenance and facilitating Sketch 
Group. His passion, since 1983, has been 
painting plein air landscapes. In lieu of 

any formal art training, he voraciously devoured everything 
he could find in print or online relating to his craft. In 2014, 
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May Member Business Meeting: 
Join us for an 
exclusive Members-
only Business 
Meeting and 
Dinner at the 
Clubhouse on May 
21st at 6:00 PM. 
This important 
gathering will 
provide a valuable 

opportunity for Members to engage in 
meaningful discussions about the club’s 
future. We will be sharing key updates, 
outlining exciting plans for Summer and 
Fall, and unveiling the much-anticipated 
BOT election results, which will shape 
the direction of our community in 
the coming year. Christine Kuhr and 
current Board Members will reflect 
on the accomplishments of the past 
year, offering insights into the progress 
we’ve made and the challenges we’ve 
overcome. As we enjoy a delicious 
fried chicken dinner, you'll have 
the chance to connect with fellow 
Members, exchange ideas, and voice 
your thoughts on upcoming initiatives. 
Your attendance is essential to meet 
the required quorum of 30 Members, 
ensuring that decisions made during the 
meeting reflect the collective interests 

Wednesday, 
May 21st Menu 

"Hitching Post" Fried Chicken 
Coleslaw 

Deviled Eggs 
Banana Pudding 

Flourless Chocolate Cake  
with Berries

Iced Tea/Coffee

$10.00 per person

Reservation Deadline:   
Friday, May16th  @ 4:00 p.m.

RSVP:  
hospitality@cincinnatiartclub.com

of our community. Unfortunately, 
no guests are allowed to attend this 
meeting, as it is reserved exclusively for 
Members. Please make your reservation 
in advance to secure your spot for this 
important event!

President's Message
We’ve got Legs 

Red wine shows legs because of 
alcohol evaporation. Fashion models 
can show legs in 4-inch heels. 
Cincinnati Art Club has shown legs 
across our 135-year Legacy.
The Club has used those legs to march 
through 13 decades, making an impact 
on artistic values, memories, and 
influence. Our legacy is the sum of our 
accomplishments, actions, and how we 
have shaped our community. We stand 
today because of the artists that came 
before us. They built our legacy, and it is 
important to carry on.
Our building renovation project is 
monumental for us. It is not big in the 
eyes of the world, but it will be proof of 
who we are and that our image matters. 
We took time out of our creative 

endeavors to fix our building, to do 
what is necessary, to remain relevant, 
to hold our head high and say, ‘We are 
the Cincinnati Art Club.’ We are not a 
forgotten entity at the foot of Parkside 
Place. We are a community of artists 
and even though we express ourselves 
differently, we know that the act of 
creating is precious. The Members 
who came before us knew this and we 
will honor that legacy and keep the 
legs moving forward. Please join our 
upcoming events: Member Dinner 
Business Meeting on Wednesday, May 
21st and be involved with our Y’ART 
Sale, Saturday, May 24th.

Yours Truly,
Christine Kuhr

 Coming Events
An Evening with Ken Elliott 
May 1, 6:30 - 8:30 PM
Sketch Group 
May 1, 8, 15, 22, 29, 7:00 - 9:30 PM 
May 5, 12, 19, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
May 26 - Cancelled, Memorial Day
Ken Elliott's Workshop 
May 2 - 4, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Figure Drawing & Painting the Live 
Model with Carin Hebenstreit:  
Second Session 
May 5, 12, 19, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
All Member Critique 
May 6, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Kevin McCarty Workshop 
May 10, 9:00 AM - 4:30 PM 
Drop Off, Signature Exhibition 
May 8, 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
May 12, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
BOT Monthly Meeting 
May 14, 12:00 - 4:00 PM
Spring Signature Exhibition 
Opening, May 16, 6:00 - 8:30 PM 
Exhibition, May 17 - 18,  
1:00 - 4:00 PM
Donor Appreciation Night 
May 17, 4:00 - 6:00 PM
CAC Member Meeting/Dinner 
May 21, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Y'Art Sale & Wieners 
Drop Off, May 21, after dinner meeting 
                 May 22, 1:00 - 6:00 PM
	        May 23, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
Sale, May 24, 10:0o0 AM - 4:00 PM
Duveneck Memorial Celebration 
May 26, 10:00 AM  

Online Exhibitions 
Pastel
Photography
Sketch Group 
Abstract
Fall Critique Group 
Associate
8th Annual High School Plein Air
Fall Signature
Viewpoint 56
Art For a Lifetime
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
CAC YouTube Channel
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Member Newsletter

Calling All Signature Members!

The prestigious Spring Signature Show 
is fast approaching, and we want to 
showcase your incredible work! Mark 
your calendars for Opening Night on 
May 16th, with the exhibition continuing 
through the weekend from 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
on both Saturday and Sunday.
This year’s show is of special significance. 
First, it is the last exhibit before our 

The Spring Signature Show Awaits Your Art    

A pastel piece from last year’s Spring Signature Show
Hope Springs by Kay Hurley that was awarded 

First Place by American Art Society of Cincinnati

renovations are underway. We are also 
hosting a Donor Appreciation Night 
from 4:00 to 6:00 PM on Saturday 
evening. This exclusive event is a chance 
for your artwork to be seen by our valued 
donors, the people who believe in our 
Club’s future and who have generously 
contributed to the Capital Campaign. 
We’re excited to welcome them with 
an enjoyable evening filled with art, 
conversation, delightful bites, and 
drinks, all in appreciation of their 
support. Let’s make it an unforgettable 
event that highlights the talent and 
creativity within our Club!
Be sure to check the calendar for drop-
off dates and times, and don’t miss 
this opportunity to share your creative 
talents with those who champion our 
mission. We can’t wait to see what you 
bring to the show!

Y’Art Sale & Wieners

Ever look around your studio and 
think, “If I die tomorrow… my family 
will kill me”? Well, now’s your chance 
to lighten the load, declutter, and give 
your art supplies a second life—all 
while supporting the Club’s Building 
Renovation Fund at the Y’ART Sale & 
Wieners event!
What Is the Y’ART Sale? It’s our version of 
a yard sale—exclusively for artists! We’re 
calling on Members to donate usable art 
supplies and equipment that someone else 
might find valuable. From paint, brushes, 
canvases, and frames to lighting, easels, 
and printmaking materials, if it’s in good 
condition and it is taking up space, we’ll 
find it a new home!
Even some pieces from the Club’s Non-
Permanent Collection are coming out 
of the vault for this sale, featuring items 
from great past artists that we hate to 
part with, but simply must go! If you have 
finished artwork that you would like to 
donate, we’ll take that too.
All donations are appreciated. If you want 
your items back after the sale, just let us 
know when you drop them off—otherwise, 
everything unsold will be donated.
And let’s not forget the Wiener Stand! 
Come for the deals, stay for the food, and 

Clear Out, Create Space & Celebrate at the Y’ART Sale!
celebrate Memorial Day weekend with 
fellow artists who carry on the legacy of 
those who came before us. 
IMPORTANT DATES:
Drop-Off Times: 

•	 Wednesday, May 21, 8:00 PM (After 
the Business Dinner Meeting) 

•	 Thursday, May 22, 1:00 - 6:30 PM 
Friday, May 23, 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM 
(Items must be priced to sell!)

Set-Up: 
•	 Friday, May 23, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 

Y’ART Sale: 
•	 Saturday, May 24, 10:00 AM - 4:00 PM

Unsold Materials Pick-Up: 
•	 Saturday, May 24, 4:00 PM

Final Purge: 
•	 Sunday, May 25, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 

(Remaining items will be donated)
We Need Volunteers for These Areas:
•	 Set up merchandise & the Wiener Stand 
•	 Talk to buyers and make sales 
•	 Sell wieners, cook, & serve drinks 
•	 Clean up & pack up
This event is a fantastic way to clear out 
your space, support the Club, and enjoy a 
fun-filled day with fellow artists. Ready to 
contribute? Sign up to volunteer today! 
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Member News
Congratulations to Gail Morrison!
Gail Morrison was awarded 2nd place for her piece, 
Pomegranate, in the Woman’s Art Club of Cincinnati’s 
Signature Show this past February. And her piece Hillsboro 
Farmstead was awarded 3rd place in the 2025 WACC Annual 
Juried Show. She painted this piece with Cincinnati Brush and 
Palette Painters.
Gail’s life changed dramatically in 2022 when she sold her 
familiar home. Paints were packed, paintings stored, her easel 
sold, and her competitions were put on hold. Finally, she is 
happily settled into a wonderful Cincinnati high-rise. She says 
that it’s been an adjustment without a studio, but she is slowly 
finding new ways to be creative again. Gail began painting en 
plein air in Italy in 1992 and has begun here in Cincinnati 
with the Brush & Palette Painters (BPP). 

Perhaps in 2026, Gail will be back entering juried shows once 
again with Oil Painters of America and Viewpoint. We can only 
hope! The world needs more of her beautiful art! Be sure to 
check out her website!

PomegranateHillsboro Farmstead

Greg underwent open-heart surgery and spent the next year 
recovering. Being incapacitated after a brush with death gave 
him a lot of time to reflect on family and what matters. After 
a seven-year break, he regained confidence and balance. Now 
he works with renewed confidence and the ability to walk away 
when necessary.  He has recently retired and spends most of 
his time in his studio doing what he loves.

Lori Beer is a professional artist and 
curator with the support of a strong 
career in administration, real estate, and 
construction. Her extensive experience 
in building and remodeling, navigating 
land rights and contracts brings a unique 
blend of expertise to the table at a key 
transitional period for Cincinnati Art 
Club. Lori has a proven track record of 
managing complex projects, negotiating 
positive outcomes, and forging strategic 

partnerships, making her a valuable addition to the CAC 
Board of Trustees. Her lifelong commitment to fine art, 
coupled with her background in organizational growth, 
positions her to contribute meaningfully to the mission and 
development of the Cincinnati Art Club.

Louann Elliott first learned about the 
Cincinnati Art Club (CAC) through 
Bob Hebenstreit and joined the 
Club in 2019.  She is an Art Academy 
(AAC) graduate with a double major 
in painting and printmaking. She has 
much experience in teaching art to 
adults at colleges in Cincinnati. She 
joined the CAC Board of Trustees 

in 2020 and served as Secretary and Membership Chair. She 
currently Chairs the Scholarship, Audit, and Nominating 
committees. Her horizons have expanded since joining the 
Club and seeing and learning about different media. “My 
goal is to help expand the Club’s presence in the community, 
continue the mission of traditional art, open pathways for 
other genres, and connect with other art groups. And I want 
to ask you to join me in meeting those goals.”

Board of Trustees Ballot (continued...)

Kurt Grannan is a tenured Professor 
of Art and Design at Mount St. 
Joseph University with a Master 
of Fine Arts in painting. He is 
also a Partner in a design studio 
specializing in brand strategy and 
communication design, bridging 
the gap between fine art, graphic 
design, and higher education.

He is an accomplished painter with national exhibitions, 
Grannan has also led successful public art initiatives 
through grant-funded projects, enriching both campus 
and community. His well-rounded experience makes him 
a strong candidate for the Cincinnati Art Club Board of 
Trustees, where he aims to strategically support and grow 
the Club’s historic legacy.

 Yvonne Todd is an award-
winning equestrian artist. 
She is a Signature Member 
and Past President of 
the American Academy 
of Equine Art. She has 
been included in many 
national juried exhibitions, 
including our own 

ViewPoint competition. She recently had a painting installed 
in the permanent collection of the World War I Museum in 
Kansas City, MO.  Yvonne’s published work includes many 
national magazines and books. When she was President 
of the AAEA, she learnt a lot about working with museum 
curators or art centers, as each had their own way of 
working. She had to create a method to please them as well 
as make it easy from the AAEA's perspective. And, as always, 
there are problems that need solving along the way. It was 
the same with publishers - you create according to their 
requirements with an eye on your own needs.  Throughout 
her career, as an artist and businesswoman, she lives by a 
simple and meaningful rule to SLOW DOWN and see the 
beauty in the movement.
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Congratulations to Our New Signature Members!
Jim Herrmann has been 
creating works of art since 
1965. He first began sculpting 
prehistoric animals for his 
fellow classmates while in 
kindergarten. Just like his own 
great-grandfather, he spent 
many hours of his childhood 
drawing, painting, and sculpting 
on the small Ohio farm where 

he lived. As he grew older, his love of fossils and prehistory 
led him to the field of geology. Along with coursework in 
the sciences, Jim also enjoyed classes in the visual arts. He 
graduated from Miami University, Oxford, Ohio, in 1983 with 
a Bachelor of Arts degree in geology. 
Jim enjoys having many of his sculptures cast in bronze 
because of its permanence and ability to capture detail. An 
avid reader of science fiction, Jim likes the possibility of 
transforming imaginary creatures into life. He continues to 
discover new and exciting subjects for his bronze works. Jim's 
works showcase his lifelong interest in prehistoric creatures, 
his knowledge of science, and his love of fantasy. Visit Jim’s 
website to view more of his work. 

Andrea Eisert is a Cincinnati-based 
abstract artist known for her luxurious 
naturescapes created with pigmented 
resin and fluid acrylic inks. Her 
striking works, often large-scale, have 
gained national recognition through 
international juried competitions and 
art fairs. Andrea’s approach to art is 
deeply rooted in self-expression, and 
she continuously experiments with new 

techniques to push creative boundaries. For her, art is more 
than a passion—it’s a way of life that brings joy, peace, healing, 
and connection.
Andrea’s work is showcased at the Pendleton Art Center, a 
prestigious gallery featuring the largest collection of artists 
under one roof in the nation. This vibrant hub houses over 200 
artists and offers visitors a chance to engage with the artwork 
firsthand, especially during the monthly Final Friday festivities. 
Andrea also provides custom art commissions with personalized, 
in-home consultations, ensuring each piece reflects the client’s 
vision. Through her evolving artistry, she strives to inspire 
others and share the transformative power of beauty. You can 
view more of Andrea’s artwork on her website.

The Cincinnati Art Club Scholarship Committee invited Fine Art 
students from Northern Kentucky University, the University of 
Cincinnati, Xavier University, Mt. St. Joseph, Thomas More, and 
the Art Academy of Cincinnati to submit artwork for scholarship. 
There were 18 participants. The committee had hard decisions to 
make as we evaluated the work. The following are excerpts from 
the selected winners:

Congratulations to Our 2025-26 Scholarship Award Winners
Graziana Wojtylak - Graziana is a student at the Art 
Academy of Cincinnati and expects to graduate in 
2026. Graziana’s body of work explores the natural 
world and how it connects to our human experience. 
She uses nature as a tool for storytelling, and how it 
can be related to our modern lives. She also uses a mix 
of materials and mediums but has centered her work 
with gouache on wooden panels. She’s focused on this 
exploration through a high chroma palette with an 
interest on the vast color spectrum of green to blue, 
and specifically visualizing depictions of flora and water. 
She believes that we often find ourselves removed 
from our environment in our increasingly digital 
and consumeristic world. Her work aims to offer a 
reconnection and renewed appreciation for our natural 
world and how those structures within it can become a 
reflection of self and our lives.  
G. Biles -  G. is a student at Northern Kentucky 
University who expects to graduate in 2027, and whose 
work centers on the image to translate expression and 
not so much on words. To quote G: “I want people who 
feel alone to see my art and instantly understand where 
I’m coming from. I hope my art inspires tolerance and 
love of anything they don’t consider beautiful.”
Sophia Motz - Sophia is a student at Mt. St. Joseph. 
Sophia says, “Through my past works and now I seek 
to push myself to try new things and find new ways 
of doing the things I have already studied in both art 
and life, and I think the two are closely tied together. 
To me, both life and art are about learning, growing, 
and expression, and the ways one can learn or grow in 
one sense can be applied to the other, even if through 
obscure means.”

 Family Reunion, painting by Grazizna Wojtylak

Watercolor Study by G. Biles Yarn Dolls by Sophia Motz 
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Featured Foyer Artist: Carin Hebenstreit
By Aleisa Yusko, Creative Director

Tucked into a quiet cul-de-sac in Springfield Township is 
the enchanting midcentury home and studio of Carin and 
Robert Hebenstreit, longtime Members of the Cincinnati Art 
Club. Carin Hebenstreit, a highly respected portrait artist, is 
currently featured as the Cincinnati Art Club’s Featured Foyer 
Artist for the months of April and May. Her breathtaking 
command of oil and brush reveals a lifetime of artistic 
passion and dedication. I had the pleasure of spending three 
immersive hours with Carin in her home, surrounded by her 
work. Peaceful, classical music served as the soundtrack as 
Carin generously shared her journey as an artist with me.
Carin was born in Fulda, Germany, and immigrated to the 
United States at age six. “Both of my parents were brainiacs,” 
she explained. “My dad was an engineer. I was the quiet one—
always making things with my hands, always drawing.”

Her artistic journey began when she 
enrolled herself in the Gebhardt Art School, 
where she met the influential teacher 
and mentor Dick Miller. He immediately 
recognized Carin’s drive and potential. On 
his advice, she spent her lunch break poring 
over books on Hokusai and Hiroshige at 
the library—an early sign of the seriousness 
with which she approached her craft. “I 
immediately took his advice. I think he 
realized then that I was worth investing in,” 
she recalls fondly.
Miller became a pivotal figure in her 
development, encouraging her not only 
in painting but also in sculpting. It was 
through one of his small sculpting groups 
that she found joy in a new medium during 
a particularly difficult period in her life. It 

was also at Gebhardt that Carin met Robert Hebenstreit, 
her future husband and fellow artist.
After marrying, Carin and Robert embarked on a life-changing 
adventure—studying art in Madrid, Spain, with a focus on the 
Prado Museum’s masterpieces. Their plans to stay longer were 
shortened by the joyous arrival of their son, John, who was 
born in Spain that August. By November, they had returned 
to the United States, full of stories and experiences from their 
European journey.
While Carin is also a talented sculptor, she laughs, “It’s 
easier to just do a portrait. I don’t have to worry about firing 
anything or making any molds.” She remains focused on 
portraiture, as that is how she earns a living. Carin has spent 
countless hours studying the great masters—Rembrandt, 
Vermeer, Gainsborough, and Coomans—and seeking to 

Carin in front of a work in progress  
in her home studio

Marlena Sidney Lach

John & Jasmine Empty
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understand what made their work timeless. She devotes herself 
to copying masterworks, an exercise she believes is essential to 
growth.
“You have to figure out what they were thinking, what they 
were trying to achieve,” she says. Using a gridding method 
to ensure accuracy, she carefully maps out each composition 
before beginning. “With Impressionism, you can fudge the 
proportions a little. But with classical portraiture, you have to 
be precise.”
Even now, she wrestles with pieces that challenge her. “Right 
now, I’m working on a piece that’s giving me trouble. The 
subject needs to be dark, the background light—there aren’t 
many examples of that in classical work.”
Carin’s process includes painting 
a preliminary painting in brown 
and white on butcher block paper, 
which has been sealed with shellac. 
I make two or three of these to get 
my design. “It helps me get past the 
intimidation of a blank canvas,” she 
laughs. I heaved a sigh of relief to 
realize that even great artists like 
Carin Hebenstreit struggle with blank 
canvas anxiety!
Carin’s home/studio is filled with 
energy and sound, “I like loud 
music—enough to drown out my 
own thoughts. Sometimes it’s driving, 
sometimes soft. It depends on the 
mood.” While painting, Carin holds 
many brushes at once, each with its 
own role, earning her the nickname “14-Brush Carin” on a 
TV program.
Despite her serious reputation, Carin’s down-to-earth 
personality often surprises new acquaintances. “People expect 
me to be stuffy,” she says with a grin.
Carin has mentored many students over the years, including 
renowned Cincinnati sculptor Tom Tsuchiya, who began 
studying with her at age 15. “He wanted to start with Etruscan 
sculpture. He had huge goals—and he met every one of them.”
Tsuchiya, now known for bronze statues at Great American 
Ball Park, is one of many students who benefited from her 
teaching. Carin taught at the Art Academy starting in 1989 
before moving to the Essex Studios. One of her proudest 
moments came when an Italian Disney illustrator told her that 
her class was the best he’d ever taken. “He said that in Italy, 
a class like this would have 60 people. He couldn’t believe I 
came around to each student.”
Today, she enjoys teaching at the Cincinnati Art Club, where 
she has the freedom to teach in her own way and style.
Carin primarily paints portraits, though she occasionally accepts 
landscape commissions. She works from reference photos, often 
using her iPad, but stresses that photos alone are not enough, “I 
need to meet the subject or at least see videos. A painting needs 
soul, and that can’t come from a photograph alone.”

Often, Carin shares progress photos of commissioned portraits 
with her clients. This is another instance where photography 
becomes a problem. When clients look at photos of her 
paintings on a computer screen, it’s just not the same as seeing 
the actual artwork in person. Carin once had a client who was 
continually unhappy with the progress photos, but then, once 
the client saw the artwork in person, she absolutely loved it. It 
was a totally different experience. 
Clients can be challenging, especially those who don’t fully 
understand the art-making process. Still, Carin perseveres. 
“They might say, ‘It looks like me, but it’s not the look I’m 
going for.’ That’s the challenge. You have to keep working 
until it clicks.” Carin is not confrontational and isn’t in it for 

the money. Her main goal has always 
been to satisfy her clients. 
Most of the portraits adorning the 
walls of Carin’s home studio are of her 
family—tender moments beautifully 
preserved in breathtaking oil 
paintings. Few can claim such a legacy 
captured in art, but how befitting for 
a family of artists! These portraits are 
not only cherished memories, but they 
also serve as examples of her work for 
visiting clients.
Several paintings feature Carin’s 
daughter, Marlena, with her own 
daughter, Lili. Through Carin’s 
brushstrokes, we see Lili grow from an 
infant into a young woman, her striking 
auburn locks mirroring those of her 

mother. Now 22, Lili has inherited the artistic talent of her 
mother and grandmother. Carin’s son, John, also appears in 
several portraits with his children. A talented sculptor in the 
city, John is known for notable works like the bronze statue 
of World Heavyweight Boxing Champion and Cincinnati 
native, Ezzard Charles, in the West End, and the Black Brigade 
Monument in Smale Park.
Each of Carin’s paintings holds a story—some touching, 
others delightfully quirky. One such tale centers on her 
granddaughter’s portrait with an Italian Greyhound. The 
dog, often a fixture in Carin’s classes, was a charming 
troublemaker, frequently climbing into students’ laps or 
rummaging through their purses in search of treats. It’s these 
lively anecdotes and heartfelt memories that make Carin’s art 
come alive.
Carin emphasizes the importance of studying the old 
masters: “You’ve got to learn from them.” Not every painting 
has to be perfect. Pete Rose didn’t hit a home run every time, 
she reminds us. It just has to be believable. Carin’s advice to 
fellow artists? 1) study the old masters, 2) study nature, 3) 
use your imagination, 4) find a good mentor. 
Carin Hebenstreit is not just a brilliant artist. She is an 
inspiring force—generous, wise, and deeply committed to 
the art of seeing and capturing the human spirit.

CAC foyer beautifully adorned with some of  
Carin's favorite pieces
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On the weekend of April 4th, the Cincinnati Art Club hosted 
a Sculpture Exhibit featuring the works of John Leon and his 
students. The setup for the sculpture show was no small feat. 
Unlike a painting exhibit, which primarily involves arranging 
framed artworks on gallery walls, the presentation of 3D 
sculptures requires podiums, tables, fabric drapery, and other 
creative displays. Thanks to the collaborative efforts of the 
students and Club Members, the gallery was transformed into 
an enchanting space that brought the sculptures to life. 
Attendees were treated to an array of sculptural styles and 
mediums, which kept patrons circling the gallery in awe, 
discovering new details with every pass. Adding to the charm, 
the students provided food and drinks throughout the 
weekend, fostering an inviting atmosphere for visitors despite 
the challenging weather. The turnout was fantastic, drawing 
attendees from near and far to witness the artistry on display.
John Leon, who conducts both morning and evening sculpture 
classes at his Sharonville studio on Wednesdays, brought both 
classes together for this debut. It was more than just an exhibit 
-- it was a gathering of sculptors to meet each other and share 
the stories behind their creations. It was a rare chance to bridge 
the gap between the morning and evening classes, forming 
bonds beyond the studio walls. For many of John’s students, this 
exhibition marked their first exposure to the Cincinnati Art 
Club.  It was an exceptional platform for showcasing the Club's 
vibrant atmosphere.
In gratitude for the Club's support and venue, John Leon and 
his students generously donated $300 to the Club's Capital 
Campaign. This act of kindness reflects the collaborative 
spirit and appreciation that defined the show. A heartfelt 
thank you goes out to John and his students for their hard 
work and contributions and to all who made the event such a 
memorable experience.
To learn more about John's classes or explore sculpting, 
contact John Leon at JLSculptor@gmail.com. All levels of skill 
are encouraged and welcome!

Sculpture Show Recap

A delicious spread of refreshments

Sarah and John Leon VIP Visitor, Christine Kuhr

Tim Boone Aleisa Yusko

John Leon and Amanda St. Aubyn Amanda St. Aubyn, John Leon  
and Johanna Kremer
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The Pastel Exhibit brought a magnificent display of artistry 
to the gallery, captivating patrons with a beautiful array of 
pastel works. Each piece possessed its own style and technique, 
speaking in vibrant hues, monochromatic moods, smooth 
blends, and sharp, bold strokes. Visitors were drawn close to 
the artwork, trying to unlock the secrets of each stroke and 
blend and then paused to step back and admire the collective 
beauty of each piece as a whole.
Tim and Jan Boone added to the charm of the event with a 
delightful spread of hors d'oeuvres and drinks during Friday's 
Opening Night. The star of the refreshments was undoubtedly the 
tray of appropriately themed DRAGONFLY cookies—so intricately 
crafted by Jan Boone that they were almost too beautiful to eat!
As the weekend unfolded, the exhibit continued to attract a steady 

Pastel Show Recap
stream of visitors. The sunny weather on Saturday and Sunday 
afternoons brought many neighborhood residents into the gallery, 
where they paused to admire the extraordinary display. For these 
fortunate passersby, it was an unexpected opportunity to revel in 
the beauty of pastel art.
A heartfelt thank you goes to everyone who contributed to making 
it such a memorable exhibit – the artists who submitted their 
work, the visitors, the provisions of food and drink, and those 
who volunteered to sit the show. If you missed it, be sure to check 
out the online gallery, where the stunning collection can still be 
enjoyed. While the Art Club will be closing in June for renovations, 
we’re excited for the fresh, updated space that will allow for even 
more inspiring exhibits and gatherings in the future. We still have 
one more exhibit coming up this month - The Signature Show!

Lori Wendling with her pieces
The Fading Glow, Forest Floor Treasures, 

and As the Sun Retreated the River Sparkled

Shalmah Prince with her piece
Hyde Park Squares

Aleisa Yusko with her piece
Wall Flower

Greg Bach is also amazing at drawing crowds! A delicious array of sweets n' eats Kay Hurley with her pieces Gloucester Magic,  
Transitions, and Morning Mystery

Linda Jacobs with one of her pieces
From Above II

Veronica Glogowski with her pieces
On the Cape, Aves del Paraiso, 

and Peonies at the Dali

Jan Boone's edible works of art featuring 
Dragonflies! How appropriate!
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Everyone who attended the Wednesday Member Meeting 
greatly enjoyed it. Due to flooding issues in the Prince kitchen, 
we had to stray from our regularly scheduled menu plans. 
Instead, we were given the opportunity to patronize local pizza 
joint, Your Mom’s Pizzeria. Members caught up with each 
other over delicious garden salad and some delectable pizza 
with homemade cookies for dessert. Yvonne Todd was our 
featured presenter, who shared and explained her favorite 
medium to work in—scratchboard. She shared with us the 
backstory behind her beautiful piece Her Favorite Chair, a 
loving memorial of her sweet dog, and also winner of the 
Robin Imaging Services Award of Excellence in this past 
year’s ViewPoint 56. Yvonne first explained what scratchboard 

Highlights from the April Member Meeting Dinner
actually is, as many of us are unfamiliar with the art form. 
Scratchboard is basically a piece of Masonite sprayed with a 
white clay surface. The white clay is allowed to dry and then 
sprayed with black India ink. Yvonne explained how she tried 
to recreate the process by making her own scratchboard, 
but nothing is quite like the professionally manufactured 
scratchboard that she orders online in a variety of sizes. She 
then went on to explain her process of scratching out her 
beautiful images. It is important to her not to let any oils from 
her skin absorb into the scratchboard, so she works in long 
sleeves and wears a glove on the hand that touches the work 
surface. She uses a variety of razor knives as well as tattoo 
needles, which she has found will give her varied line widths 
and allows her to soften the edges, especially on animal fur.  
Yvonne also enjoys photography and has taken thousands 
of photographs of horses and foxes, and often uses these 
photos as a reference for her artwork. She explains that the 
process is very relaxing and Zen-like as it doesn’t take much 
motion to scratch out little areas at a time. When working in 
scratchboard, there is a heavy concentration on light areas, 
which can be very different from other art mediums. Yvonne 
prefers the contrast of black and white images, but showed us 
an example of how color can be added to an image after it has 
been scratched out. Yvonne provided samples of scratchboard 
for us to try out, and she was right! It really is very relaxing! 
Thank you, Yvonne, for sharing your amazing talent on this 
unique medium with us.  

Volunteers Needed!
Gallery Sitters

The Cincinnati Art Club is looking 
for a few friendly faces to help keep 
our gallery open on select weekends 
after our exhibit openings. It’s an 
easy and rewarding way to support 
the Club and meet and engage with 
fellow art lovers! 

What You Do: 
•	 Open the gallery (Saturday or Sunday) 
•	 Turn on the “OPEN” sign 
•	 Greet guests from 1:00 - 4:00 PM 

Only 16 volunteers are needed for the whole year. Just 3 hours 
of your time makes a big difference. 
Interested? Email Kay Worz at kayworz@aol.com and please be 
sure to provide her with your name and phone number. 

Sketch Group Models
Once upon a time, there was a girl named Mona Lisa. Mona 
Lisa heard about an opportunity to model for some local 
artists. She mentioned it to her friend over a cup of mead, 
“They’re really looking to perfect their figure and portraiture 
skills,” Mona explained to her friend, “All we have to do is 
sit there very still for about two and half or three hours.”
“I don’t know,” her friend said as she nervously played 
with her pearl earring, “That seems like an awful long 
time to sit very still.”

A slight smile fell on Mona’s lips, “Don’t worry! It’s really 
not as bad as it sounds. You get a break every 20 minutes 
to freshen up, stretch, use the outhouse, or what have 

you. Usually, there’s great 
music playing in the 
background, and then you 
get to walk around and see 
your likeness portrayed in 
beautiful art!”
“Wow! That does sound 
fun,” Mona’s friend 
exclaimed, “Maybe we’ll 
be famous someday!”
“Yes! Maybe!” Mona 
excitedly agreed.

You, too, can be of service to your fellow artist friends 
by volunteering to model for Sketch Group on Monday 
afternoons from 1:00 – 4:00 PM or on Thursday evenings 
from 7:00 – 9:30 PM. Like Mona and her friend, you 
will be given a 5-minute break every 20 minutes, and it 
really is quite relaxing, speaking from experience. If this 
sounds like something you might be interested in, please 
contact Christine Moore at christinemoore125@gmail.
com. And just think – you could be the very next Mona 
Lisa or Girl With a Pearl Earring, immortalized in art with 
future generations speculating and wondering about your 
mysterious allure!
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Outdoor Painting Class in Oils with Artist/Instructor Nancy Achberger
Continuing Education Classes

Are you ready to elevate your oil painting skills and embrace 
the beauty of nature? This is your chance to dive into the 
exciting world of plein air painting with talented artist and 
instructor Nancy Achberger. Step outside, breathe in the 
fresh air and discover how to infuse light and energy into 
your landscapes.
In this immersive class, you’ll learn how to identify your artistic 
focus, simplify your subject, and craft stunning scenes with 
expert guidance from Nancy. With her personalized advice, 

your open-air creations are bound to flourish, bringing a new 
dimension to your artwork.
Who Should Join? This class is tailored for artists with some 
prior painting experience. Perfect for those eager to expand 
their skills in a small, supportive group setting.
WHEN: Thursday mornings,  
	 May 29, June 5, 12, 19, and 26, 9:30 AM - 12:30 PM
WHERE: Varying locations in and around Milford
COST: $175 + $60 non-refundable deposit  
	 required to secure your spot
REGISTRATION: To register, mail a check to Painted River 
Art Studio, 204 Main St., Milford, OH 45150, made payable to 
Nancy Achberger. Alternatively, you can use Venmo @Nancy-
Achberger or pay by credit card.
Participants will receive a supply list and further details after 
registration. You will be responsible for your own art supplies 
and outdoor equipment, and a signed waiver will be required.
Questions? Contact Nancy at (513) 505-2928 or via email at 
n.achberger4@gmail.com.
Embrace the joy of painting under open skies and take your oil 
landscapes to the next level. Spaces are limited, so secure your 
spot today!

Kevin McCarty’s Impressionist Workshop: Artist’s House at Argenteuil

For art lovers and creators alike, the upcoming workshop 
with artist and instructor Kevin McCarty promises to be an 
unforgettable experience. On Saturday, May 10, 2025, from 
12:00 - 4:00 PM, participants will gather at the Cincinnati 
Art Club to explore the rich details and timeless beauty of 
Claude Monet’s masterpiece, Artist’s House at Argenteuil.
Imagine stepping into Monet’s world right here in 
Cincinnati. This exclusive event not only celebrates the 
Impressionist legend but also provides a hands-on journey 
into the nuances of his artistry. Whether you're an aspiring 
painter or simply someone who appreciates the genius of 
Monet, Kevin McCarty will guide you through the intricate 
layers of this iconic painting, uncovering its hidden meanings 
and artistic brilliance.

No need to worry about 
supplies—just bring your 
creativity! Kevin will provide 
canvases and acrylic paints, 
ensuring every participant 
has the tools to fully immerse 
themselves in this impressionistic 
adventure. And with Kevin’s 
wealth of experience—spanning 
over four decades, countless 
exhibits, and studies at esteemed 
institutions like the Atlanta 
School of Art and New York City, 
you’ll be learning from a true 
master of the craft.
Plus, if you ever visit the Art 
Institute of Chicago, where 

Artist’s House at Argenteuil is housed, your newfound 
knowledge and appreciation will make that experience even 
more enriching.
WHEN: Saturday, May 10, 2025, 12:00 – 4:00 PM  
	 (doors open at 11:45 AM)
WHERE: Cincinnati Art Club, Cincinnati, Ohio
COST: $79 for Members, $89 for Non-Members
REGISTRATION DEADLINE: May 6, 2025
Seats are limited, so be sure to secure your spot by registering 
on Eventbrite. Don’t miss this unique opportunity to channel 
your inner Monet and bring his Impressionist legacy to life. 
Whether it’s your brush’s first stroke or your thousandth, 
Kevin McCarty’s workshop is the place to be!
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Cincinnati Nature Center/Garden Tour
Noteworthy Exhibits/Opportunities

Imagine spending a 
summer day immersed 
in lush gardens, 
painting under open 
skies, and surrounded 
by cheerful admirers 
who appreciate your 
talent. The Cincinnati 
Nature Center’s Garden 
Tour is back, offering 
Plein Air artists a 
fantastic opportunity 
to exercise their skills 
while enjoying a 
beautiful and relaxing 
atmosphere.

For artists, painting at a Garden Tour is a truly rewarding 
experience. Homeowners and visitors alike love seeing the 
creative process unfold, seeing firsthand the dedication that 

goes into each brushstroke. Whether you're a seasoned outdoor 
painter or new to the Garden Tour scene, this is your chance to 
engage with the community, forge meaningful connections, and 
maybe even sell a masterpiece.
WHEN:  June 21, 2025, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM or 1:00 - 5:00 PM
WHERE:  Private residential gardens in Wyoming, Mt. Lookout,  
	     Hyde Park, and Indian Hill
REGISTRATION: Contact JoAnne Allen, Volunteer Chair,  
	 via email at joannelallen70@gmail.com  
	 or by phone at (513) 720-3889.  
DEADLINE TO REGISTER:  June 1st 
Artists will need to sign a waiver before participating. 
After the Garden Tour, artists are invited to submit their 
works to the Cincinnati Nature Center’s Back to Nature Gala 
happening in the Fall.
Gather your brushes and step into the gardens—it’s time to let 
inspiration bloom!

5th Annual Loveland Art Gallery Crawl
Several Loveland Art 
Galleries and other 
independent artists 
throughout the City of 
Loveland are holding 
Open Houses in their 

galleries and studio spaces! Join in on this fun-filled 
evening, bringing artists and art lovers together on 
Saturday, June 28th, from 3:30 - 7:30 PM. Enjoy light 
appetizers and drinks while making your way around 
the mile-and-a-half circuit. Two Art Buggies will also 
be available to provide transportation from one end of 
town to the other. Hope to see you there!

52nd Hamilton Current at the Fitton Center
The Fitton Center for Creative Arts is 
hosting The 52nd Hamilton Current - a 
biennial all-media juried show featuring 76 
works by 56 artists -- some of the best new 
art in a 60-mile radius of Hamilton.  CAC 
Members featured in this competition 
are Karen and Kevin Houtchens, Francis 
Huffman, William Linthicum, Dana Olsen, 
and Kate Uraneck. This show runs now 

through June 27th at the Fitton Center, 101 S. Monument Avenue, 
Hamilton, Ohio. Gallery hours are Monday - Thursday, 10:00 AM - 7:00 
PM, Friday, 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM. Stop by to see what your fellow artist 
friends have been up to and soak in some artistic inspiration.

Painting Fresh and Expressive Watercolors: a 3-Day Workshop With Tom Francesconi
Sponsored by Greater Cincinnati Watercolor Society

Emphasis will be on creating 
stronger paintings through a better 
understanding of value relationships 
and design principles. Throughout this 
process, Tom will share his thoughts 
and approach to breaking free from the 
tyranny of the reference photograph, 
encouraging a more creative painting 
experience. You will gain a better 
understanding of the power of simplicity 
through a process of letting go.  

WHEN: October 2 - 3,  9:00 AM - 4:00 PM
   	  October 4, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM
WHERE: ArtsConnect of Springfield Township,  
	    9158 Winton Road, Bldg. A, Cincinnati, Ohio
COST: $450 for GCWS Members
	 $468 for ArtsConnect Members
	 $520 for Non-Members

Mornings will begin with a discussion about the day's 
topic, followed by a demonstration that will allow you 
to see how Tom approaches a painting from start to 
finish. During the course of the workshop, illustrated 
examples will help students more fully understand 
certain concepts. Afternoons will be dedicated to student 
painting time, when Tom will attend to each student 
on an individual basis. Critiques will be provided as 
time allows. Tom strives to create an atmosphere that is 
educational, inspirational, and joyful.

"He is easily one of the best art educators available today!" 
 - Pam L

Participants bring their own art supplies, including paper, 
brushes, and watercolor paint, for use during the workshop. 
Here is Tom's recommended Supply List.
Space is limited. Register online or call (513) 522-2108 to 
reserve your spot!
Registration discount code for GCWS members only: "GCWS"
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Update from Kay Hurley, Development Chair
The Board of 
Trustees is beyond 
grateful for all of 
you who accepted 
the challenge 
to match the 
$10,000. donated 
by our generous 
anonymous 
Member in March.

We have more exciting news! Not only did we meet that 
challenge at the March dinner meeting, but another $10,000 
challenge was put on the table!
So far, we have raised around $373,800 of the $500K goal, 
which is absolutely incredible. Of course, what comes in also 
must go out. We have paid approximately $40K in expenses, 
leaving us with $333,800 to get the ball rolling starting 
JUNE 16th!
We will keep you posted, so stay tuned and stay involved. 
Volunteers are needed and welcome to assist in getting our 
Club ready for the “Big Lift.”

Featured in the Masthead
The Masthead this month features an 
oil portrait by Carin Hebenstreit, May's 
Featured Foyer Artist. The piece's title is 
Marlena.

DONATE

Capital Campaign Corner

Feel free to contact me 
anytime with questions, 
concerns, suggestions, and 
fundraising ideas.
With heartfelt gratitude,
Kay Hurley
CAC Development Chair
development 
@cincinnatiartclub.com
Cell: (513) 368-3800
 

Memorial Day Celebration, Remember and Honor 
May 26th at 10:00 AM, At the Site of Duveneck Memorial in 
Mother of God Cemetery, 3125 Madison Avenue, Latonia, Kentucky

This Memorial Day, join us for the Cincinnati Art Club’s 
cherished tradition of gathering at the Duveneck Memorial. 
This annual event is an opportunity to honor our founder, the 
celebrated artist Frank Duveneck, and pay tribute to our fellow 
Members who have passed away over the past year.
Every Member’s contribution to our Club—whether boldly 
visible or quietly behind the scenes—leaves a lasting legacy.  
Memorial Day is a time to remember those we’ve lost and 
celebrate their artistry's enduring impact. Please join us as we 
pause to reflect, honor, and ensure the legacy of our artistic 
community.
The proceedings are brief, lasting less than an hour, but their 
significance is profound. Each Member’s presence helps 
reinforce the deep connections within our artistic community 
and ensures that we continue honoring those who have shaped 
our Club’s history. We really hope to see you there!

Duveneck Memorial in 1922

2024 2023
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