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Cincinnati Art Club
1021 Parkside Place
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Sketch Group Show	
	 April 12-13 & 19-20  from 		
	 1:00-4:00pm with an 		
	 Opening Event on April 10

Digital Art Working Group 
	 Next meeting April 14		
	 7:00pm at the Club

Signature Member Review
	 Saturday, May 9,  8:45 - 9:45am
	 See dropoff details on website

Signature Member Spring Show
	 Opening Reception Friday, 
	 May 8,  6:00-8:00pm
	 Show continues May 9-10, 	
	 1:00-4:00pm

Annual Business Meeting
	 Friday, May 15, 6:00pm

Dinner Meetings are the 3rd Friday 
of the month. 6:00pm. Social Hour, 
6:45pm. Dinner, 8:00pm.   

Advance Your Art: 
Sketch Groups are on Mondays, 1:00p.m. 
- 4:30p.m. and on Thursdays, 7:00p.m. - 
9:30p.m.   Facilitator:  Paul Fisher.

Critique sessions are the first and 
third Tuesday of each month, 7:00-
9:30pm. Bring a piece of your work 
to be critiqued as we all learn and 
grow together. Tom Post has taken 
over as the Associate Critique Session 
Moderator on the third Tuesday.

There has been a change in the 
schedule of exhibitions. Exhibitions 
will be open the Saturday and Sunday 
following the opening, but not the 
following weekends.  The change will 
open up more dates for workshops 
and other functions. You can visit our 
web site for exact show dates.
The next Signature Member 
Review will be held on May 9, 2015. 
Requirements may be found on the 
Web site. Please take the time to 
familiarize yourself with them. For 
further information please contact 
Roger Heuck (513) 681-8961.

John Ruthven is our guest speaker for 
our April 17 program.  John is a native 
Cincinnatian who has become world 
renowned for his impeccably accurate 
and beautifully rendered wildlife art.  
John’s dream as a child was to draw 
and paint birds like John A. Audubon 
a century before. His dream was to 
preserve wildlife through art, a dream 
he has definitely fulfilled.

His breakthrough was winning the 
Federal Duck Stamp Competition in 
1960. Since then he has gone on to 
win numerous awards and world wide 
acclaim.

We are privileged to have John 
Ruthven speaking on “Birds and Art.” 
You will certainly enjoy and appreciate 
his accomplishments and wonderful 
sense of humor.

The cost of dinner is $18 per person. 
To make a reservation call Catering Chair 
Person, George Hageman at (937) 278-7742 or 
send an e-mail to: dinner@cincinnatiartclub.
com.  Reservation deadline is 4:00 p.m. the 
Wednesday before the meeting, i.e., April 15, 
2015. 
Early reservations are very much appreciated. 
If you should need to cancel,  do so before the 
Wednesday deadline.
 
Traditionally the Club requests payment at 
the door by CHECK only in order to facilitate 
getting people in quickly and having an 
accurate record of payment.
 
You must register anew with George 
Hageman for this season’s Permanent List.

DINNER MEETING MENU - April 17, 2015
•	 Carved Beef Brisket Accompanied with 

Creamy Horseradish Sauce & Mango Chutney 
•	 Rosemary Garlic Mashed Potatoes 
•	 Steamed Green Beans Tossed with 

Roasted Sesame Seeds 
•	 House Tossed Salad with Iceberg & 

Spring Mix Lettuce
•	 Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls & Butter
•	 Lemon Squares

Happy spring!
 
March madness was abundant this 
past month! Tom Bluemlein finally was 
able to hold a “snowless” workshop 
which was scheduled for February, 
but was postponed until March due to 
old man winter. John Michael Carter 
pleased the crowd with his painting 
demo of the First Lady of the Club, 
none-other than Ms. Anne Lesko 
Channer at the 
March dinner 
meeting (I still 
don’t see how 
he got her to sit 
that still and in 
one place for 
that long).
 
John Michael 
Carter then 
gave a two day 
workshop over 
the weekend, 
benefitting 
the club for 14 
portrait craved 
artists, me being 
one of them. 
Workshops are a 
unique learning 
opportunities and benefit the club 
tremendously. More workshops are 
being planned for the future, Judith 
Carducci will be holding a workshop 
next season and only two spots are 
available and are on a first come, first 
serve basis. 
 
A special thank you goes out to the 
Nominating Committee who did a 
stellar job this year by contacting 
members personally, to see if they 
would be willing to run for the Board 
of Trustees and finding those to sit 
on the Exhibition Committee as 
well as the newly formed ViewPoint 
Committee. We have seven (7) 
members running for the Board, forty 
seven (47) members who have offered

to help out with exhibitions and 
thirteen (13) members willing to help 
serve on the ViewPoint committee. 
Thank you all!  We are setting up for an 
excellent season ahead.  

Thanks to those who have agreed to 
run for the Board of Trustees, we look 
forward to working with you and I 
guarantee you, we will have fun along
the way. All members will be receiving

their membership 
dues renewal letter, 
ballot and ballot 
information this 
month. Please 
return them by 
May 1, 2015.
 
This month John 
Ruthven will be our 
special program 
presenter. John 
will be the last 
program presenter 
for the season, 
one I’m sure you 
won’t want to miss. 
Please come and 
say hello to our 
local hero, fellow 
artist and one of 

our very own Honorary Signature 
Members within the club.
 
The May Business Meeting will be fun, 
please plan on attending as we wrap 
up the season as we elect new Board 
Members, vote on an Amendment 
change and celebrate with a few other 
surprises. One member in attendance 
will win a year’s paid 
dues. It’s a member’s 
only meeting, no 
guests please.
 

Sincerely,
Todd A. Channer

April 2015

Next Dinner Meeting  april 17, 2015

John Ruthven Dinner Meeting Reservations

President’s MessageCalendar of Events
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Deadline for submissions is the 10th 
of the month prior to the month in which it is to run. 
All materials should be timely and will be subject to 
editing for clarity and space.

The Dragonfly is published for and by 
members of the Cincinnati Art Club. 

Monica Anne Achberger (Signature Member) 
“On The Fence” by Monica Anne 
Achberger was 
awarded 2nd 
Place oils/acrylics 
in the Richeson75 
International 
Small Works 
Exhibition by 
Juror Molly 
Johnson. 

OPA National Show 
Eileen McConkey, 
Ray Hassard, Jeff 
Morrow, Mary 
Pettis and Mary 
Beth Karaus 
have been 
accepted into 
the Oil Painters 
of America’s 24th 
National Juried Painting Exhibition.

Yvette La Follette (Signature Member)
Yvette La Follette’s  “Spring has Sprung” 
show’s 
opening will 
be from 1- 
4pm
at Ivy Hills 
Country Club 
on May 9th.  
She will have paintings with a golf 
theme in addition to her usual equine 
and figurative works.  The show runs 
through June 1st.

Art Comes Alive 2015  
ADC, Art Design Consultants, Inc. 
proudly sponsors ART COMES ALIVE 
(ACA), an annual fine art contest and 
exhibit that awards the brightest 
and best artists working in North 
America, in a variety of categories. It 
is a great opportunity for artists to 
be acknowledged for their talents, 
gain exposure by meeting industry 
leaders and win purchase awards and 
gallery contracts.  This year we have 
over $175,000 in awards to give out to 
artists.  
 
Deadline for entries is Friday, May 1st at 
midnight.  Contact Elizabeth Davis, Art 
Design Consultants’ Gallery Director 
Elizabeth@adcfineart.com or by 
phone at 513-723-1222.

The following members have agreed to run for the Cincinnati Art 
Club Board of Trustees in 2015:

Todd Channer  (Signature Member)
Current President, past Dragonfly Editor and longtime board member.  
Todd is a graduate of the Cincinnati Art Academy.  Todd has an 
extensive continuing education in art through workshops, ateliers 
and classes. Two of Todd’s proudest achievements have been serving 
as President of the Cincinnati Art Club and in becoming a second 
generation Eagle Scout in the BSA.  Todd would like to continue aiding 
and assisting in the direction of the club this coming season and help 
establish a successful successor to take his place.

Sally Mercurio (Associate Member)
I am an Associate Member currently serving off the board as 
Development. It has been a great experience leaning more about 
the club and in what we have to offer. I look forward to serving on 
the board and bringing new ideas to the club. 

Clark Stevens  (Signature Member)
Clark is an artist working principally in oils and acrylics; he teaches 
painting and is a former Secretary for the Cincinnati Art Club.  He’s 
truly delighted to have the chance to give back to the Club that 
has given him so much.

Zoila Kukulies  (Signature Member)
My name is Zoila Kukulies and I would be very honored to accept a 
position where I could be of service with the duties that encompass 
the many facets of membership of our club.

Marty Palmerton  (Associate Member)
Member since 1998, the CAC has been a great way to stay in “artistic 
shape”, meet talented and interesting people, share, and learn. 
Having gotten so much out of my membership, it is only fair to want 
to give back and support the club.

Merida D’Augustine  (Associate Member)
I am a former Special Education teacher with a Design Minor.  More 
recently I completed a 2 year course in Interior design, received my 
certification and opened a  very small Interior design consulting 
service.  As an Associate member of the CAC since 2007 I have found 
that I am enjoying every aspect of this club. I would like to give back to 
CAC,  the warm welcome it has given me, and contribute in any way 
you need me.

Carlos Navarro  (Signature Member)
I am in love with Cincinnati. Born in Cuba, raised in Miami, educated 
at Princeton, I found my calling in this great city by the Ohio. I am a 
business owner (Bang&Olufsen), retired teacher of thirty nine years 
and a former Olympic caliber athlete. As an artist, I feel blessed to 
have found a club that is like minded and exemplifies the warmth 
and values of our city and its historic culture.

    It was fascinating to listen to Deb 
describe how ideas come into her 
head and bounce off of each other, 
join as concepts and evolve into 
a vision for a ‘series’.  Sitting in the 
restaurant she was attracted to the way 
the light was playing off my black and 
white bag laying beside my red shirt 
and declared a concept of ‘Red, White 
and Black Allover’ as a possible series.  
This developed into red bag, white 
shoes and black shirt.  Once a series 
is conquered Deb is anxious to move 
on.   She is always seeking new roads 
to venture down; new challenges to 
vanquish.  

     When asked about her artistic 
frustrations, Deb says that she gets 
annoyed that watercolor is often treated 
with little respect.  Deb is extremely 
passionate about the medium and says 
that “watercolor is very fluid but can 
be controlled”.  She can not talk about 
this subject without getting roused 
and proclaiming that “watercolor gets 
a bad rap.  It is clearly one of the most 
difficult mediums to execute well and 
should get more respect from the art 
community.”  Ever fervent, Deb is also 
able to shake her head and laugh at her 
own zealousness. 

        Her advice to struggling artists is to 
“Just hang in there!  If you open your 
mind, you will learn.  Observe other 
artists at work, find what you like, what 
works for you, then pursue that path.  
Listen to all criticism and critique with 
an open mind.  Even your worst enemy 
may have a critique that can help 
improve your work”, she stated.   That 
being said, it is hard to imagine this 
spunky, fun and passionate woman as 
having any enemies at all!

Article for the Dragonfly by Chyre’ Boardman

Deb Ward...
watercolors mixed with passion. 

Passionate, 
energetic and 
with a strong 
honor to 
commitments, 
Deb Ward has 
her share of 
acclaim but 
is still down-
to-earth and 

un-pretentious.  Deb feels that her 
most important accomplishment to 
date is to have her work accepted into 
the National Watercolor Society 2012 
Show (which included the traveling 
show that toured the U.S.) and chosen 
for the promotional postcard.

     Deb has been busy racking up the 
accolades and achieving recognition 
for her work while focusing on gaining 
exposure and credentials, so that 
when she teaches or gives workshops  
her students will know that she 
‘knows her stuff’ and is a capable 
teacher.  To this end, Deb has had 
her works accepted into numerous 
local, regional and national shows 
and has won many awards.  Her work 
is published in several books and she 
has worked hard to gain Signature 
status in watercolor societies through 
out the U.S.   She does not seem to 
be able to ‘see’ her work the way that 
others do and is always pleased (but 
amazed) when her work is chosen for 
special honors, publications or awards.

    Deb is strongly impacted by 
teaching watercolor to her students.  
She describes her greatest artistic 
joys being those that come from 
watching her students grow, stretch 
and venture into new and exciting 
directions.  When they get an “aha” 
moment or when they achieve the 
painting they dreamed of creating, it 
fills Deb’s artistic soul with delight.

     With a mind that is smart, quick and 
vibrant, Deb explained to me how she 
prefers to work in a ‘series’ where one 
piece inspires the next through either 
subject matter or theme. 

Eileen McConkey
The Old Gate

ELECTIONS members news ElectionsFocus on the Artist
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May 1, 2015.
 
This month John 
Ruthven will be our 
special program 
presenter. John 
will be the last 
program presenter 
for the season, 
one I’m sure you 
won’t want to miss. 
Please come and 
say hello to our 
local hero, fellow 
artist and one of 

our very own Honorary Signature 
Members within the club.
 
The May Business Meeting will be fun, 
please plan on attending as we wrap 
up the season as we elect new Board 
Members, vote on an Amendment 
change and celebrate with a few other 
surprises. One member in attendance 
will win a year’s paid 
dues. It’s a member’s 
only meeting, no 
guests please.
 

Sincerely,
Todd A. Channer

April 2015

Next Dinner Meeting  april 17, 2015

John Ruthven Dinner Meeting Reservations

President’s MessageCalendar of Events


