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Cincinnati Art Club
1021 Parkside Place
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Signature Staus Review		
		  February 8, 2014		
		  Please see inside and 	
		  on our website 		
		  for details to drop 	
		  work off prior to the 	
		  review.

Signature Members Winter Show	
		  Drop off Feb 6, 7:00 - 	
		  9:30 pm and Feb 10, 	
		  1:00 - 4:00 pm
		  Show opens Feb 14
		  6:00 - 8:00 pm

Associate Members Winter Show	
		  Opens March 14

Sketch Group Show	
		  Opens April 11, 2014

* Dinner Meetings are the 3rd Friday 
of the month. 6:00 p.m. Social Hour, 
6:45 p.m. Dinner, 8:00 p.m. Speaker. 
Contact Noella Trippetti by phone  
(513) 631-5084 or e-mail: dinner@
cincinnatiartclub.com  

Advance Your Art: 
Sketch Groups are on Mondays, 1:00 p.m. 
- 4:30 p.m. and on Thursdays, 7:00 p.m. - 
9:30 p.m.   Facilitator:  Paul Fisher.

Critique Sessions are the first Tuesday 
of each month, 7:00 - 9:30 p.m. Bring 
a piece of your work to be critiqued as 
we all learn and grow together.

Associate Member Critiques are held 
on the third Tuesday of each month. 
This group was started primarily for 
Associate Members who wish to work 
on achieving Signature status within 
the Club. Both sessions are open to 
all members. For information contact 
Mike McGuire at (859) 491-3005.

Signature Member Reviews will be 
held on February 8 and May 10, 
2014.   Requirements may be found 
on the Web site. Please take the time 
to familiarize yourself with them. For 
further information please contact 
Roger Heuck (513) 681-8961.

Happy New Year!

Our holiday party, held at the Hyde 
Park Country Club was simply 
wonderful, and did I mention there 
was snow? A lot of it, and it made for 
quite a delightful holiday evening.  It 
was decided a year ago that it would 
snow on Friday (which it did . . . 
“Blizzard 2013” as it’s now known), so 
the party was planned for Saturday 
which rewarded over 60 of us with 
a cozy fireside evening filled with 
delight, friendship, art talk and cheer.
  
Twenty members brought paintings 
for the painting exchange and 
everyone went home with a winner. A 
big thank you, to all that participated 
and congratulations to those that 
took home the first annual nutcracker 
awards.

Again, a special thank you goes out to 
Judith Affatato, Jacqueline Benkert, 
Ray Burt, Barbara Chenault, Donnita 
Geary, Mary Ran, Mary Jean Weber and 
the Silver Arm Band for making it all 
possible. Excellent job!

The Holiday Sale is going strong, over 
$3,000.00 in sales the first weekend 
alone. Updates will follow and a huge 
thank you to all those participating 
and selling your works of art. 

Please consider giving the gift of 
a CAC Membership to someone 
you know. Please don’t forget that 
donations are always welcome and 
with this being near the end of the 
2013 calendar year, please don’t 
forget that any charitable contribution 
that you make toward the club, is not 
only greatly appreciated, but IS also 
tax deductable. It’s you the members 
that make this club what it is and that 
is successful, Thank you.

May you all have a safe and wonderful 
New Year!  And 
may we all grow 
and encourage one 
another in the New 
Year to come. 

Sincerely, 
Todd A. Channer 

Annual Christmas Dinner at Hyde Park Country Club December 7th

January   2014

The cost of dinner is $18 per person. 
To make a reservation call Catering Chair Person 
Noella Trippetti at (513) 631-5084 or send an e-mail 
to: dinner@cincinnatiartclub.com. Reservation 
deadline is 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday before the 
meeting, i.e., January 15, 2014.  Early reservations are 
very much appreciated. If you should need to cancel,  
do so before the Wednesday deadline.
 
Traditionally the Club requests payment at the door 
by CHECK ONLY in order to facilitate getting people 
in quickly and having an accurate record of payment.
 
If you would like to be part of the Permanent 
List for club dinners, please sign up again 
with Noella. Last year’s list is no longer valid.

DINNER MEETING MENU - January 17, 2014
•	 Pre Carved Seasoned & Roasted Pork Loin w/

Homemade Gravy  and  Herb Dressing
•	 Green Bean Casserole
•	 Warm Baked Cinnamon Apples 
•	 Spinach Salad w/ Fresh Bacon, Strawberries, 

Diced Eggs & Croutons
•	 Dinner Rolls & Butter 
•	 German Chocolate Cake
•	 One Dozen Assorted Fresh Baked Cookies w/o 

Nuts kept in back for any Allergy Concerns

Kate Bonansinga was the founding 
director of Stanlee and Gerald Rubin 
Center for the Visual Art at The University 
of Texas at El Paso where she curated 
dozens of exhibitions, established an 
undergraduate minor in museum studies, 
and taught courses in curatorial practice.  
She is interested in museums as dynamic 
sites for learning, in the impact of art in 
gallery and non-gallery settings, and in 
the current methods that artists employ to 
make a difference in society and culture.  
Bonansinga is the author of Curating at 
the Edge:  Artists Respond to the U.S./Mexico 
Border. 
She currently serves as Director, School of 
Art, College of Design, Architecture, Art 
and Planning at University of Cincinnati, 
where she is also associate professor.
The title of her talk to the CAC will 
be:  “Art and Place:  Contemporary 
Curatorial Practice in Two Regional 
Cities”. The two cities she will focus on 
are El Paso, Texas and Cincinnati, Ohio.

NEXT DINNER MEETING  JANUARY 17, 2014

KATE BONANSINGA DINNER MEETING RESERVATIONS

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGECALENDAR OF EVENTS



Cincinnati Art Club
1021 Parkside Place
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
(513) 241-4591
www.cincinnatiartclub.com

2013 -2014 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
President ..................Todd Channer
Vice President ........Joe Stewart
Secretary...................Chyre’ Boardman
Treasurer...................Donnita Geary
Catering ....................Noella Trippetti
Development .........Grant Hesser
Dragonfly..................David Forsthoefel 
Exhibitions...............Donald Schuster
Exhibition Co Chair...Judi Clubb
House .........................Steve Nassano
Membership ...........Joe Stewart
Programs .................Judith Affatato
Publicity ...................Ray Burt
Sketch Group .........Paul Fisher
ViewPoint ................Ray Burt

Special Assignments:
Caretaker:.................Les Miley
Curator:......................Roger Heuck
Assistant Curator..Mark Daly
Historian ..................Dave Klocke
Workshops...............Jacqueline Benkert

Web Master ....... Linda Crank
www.cincinnatiartclub.com
No deadline for submissions.
e-mail information to:
jcrank001@cinci.rr.com
- Online since 2001

Dragonfly Editor
David Forsthoefel
dragonfly@cincinnatiartclub.com

Deadline for submissions is the 10th 
of the month prior to the month in which it is to run. 
All materials should be timely and will be subject to 
editing for clarity and space.

The Dragonfly is published for and by 
members of the Cincinnati Art Club. 

MEMBER NEWS

        

         Notes on the Origins of the Cincinnati Art Club

        The Cincinnati Art Club has a long history,   
        dating back to the nineteenth century. This is 
        the third of a series from Club Historian,
        Dave Klocke.

Early character of the Art Club 1900-1920

The Cincinnati Art Club was formed in the latter years of the 19th cen-
tury. In these formative years, the primary focus of the Club was art 
practice and study. As the membership expanded to include many non-
painting civic leaders and art supporters, Club activity broadened into a 
social area that almost overshadowed the artistic aspects during the next 
couple of decades. The Club became famous for “entertainments”; shows, 
dinners, and other elaborately staged social affairs. 

John Rettig, while an accomplished 
portrait and landscape painter, was best 
known as a designer and producer of 
outdoor spectaculars dealing with historic 
events such as the “Fall of Rome”, “Moses 
and the 10 Commandments”, the “Fall of 
Babylon”, and others. Many of these events 
utilized blocks-long temporary stages 
and drew thousands of spectators. In 
1903 there was a “Crusades” dinner where 
17 different committees were formed to 
design and fashion the props. 

Evolution to a self sustaining group 1920-1950

During these early days business was conducted by the membership at 
large during monthly meetings with everyone voting to decide activi-
ties, elect officers, etc. By the 1920’s the scope of activity called for more 
discipline and organization. 

A nine-member Board of Trustees was set up to manage affairs and elect 
officers from that panel. In 1923 the Club purchased its first permanent 
clubhouse on East Third Street. Herman Wessel was president at that 
time. The Club incorporated to more effectively own and manage a 
facility. The new organization was set up on a non-profit basis from the 
beginning. Social extravaganzas decreased in number and scope during 
these years and, of course, by the 1930’s depression era these activities 
all but ceased. However the organizational work done earlier helped the 
Club to survive these difficult times.

One of the funnier incidents in the Club’s history took place in 1928 
when a celebration was held dedicated to burning the mortgage on the 
Third Street property. It was later discovered that the legal document 
ceremoniously burned at the foot of an Egyptian styled statue was actu-
ally the deed to the premises and not the mortgage papers as supposed. 
It is not recorded how they unwound the legal complexities of this 
mistake.

A major chapter in the Club’s history closed in 1953 when the last of the 
original 13 charter members, John Henry Sharp, died. Another notable 
member, Charles Schlapp, died in 1964, ending his 36-year term as 
secretary-treasurer of the Club.

Alberta Flottman (former Signature 
Member) passed away December 
1, 2013 at the age of 90 years.  She 
was proud to be a graduate of the 
Cincinnati Art Academy and beloved 
member of the Cincinnati Art Club.

New Members
The Cincinnati Art Club welcomes our 
newest members:

•	 Anthony Stollings
•	 Suzanne Ley
•	 J C Morgan
•	 Rick Kohler
•	 Will Thomas
•	 Joe Trippetti

Marlene Steele (Signature Member)
has been nominated and approved 
by the board of the Portrait Society 
of America for the position of 
Ambassador of the State of Ohio.  
The mission of the State Ambassador 
program is to foster greater awareness 
of the Portrait and Figurative Art and 
to inspire interested artists toward 
consistent improvements in methods 
and techniques. Marlene has painted 
the portraits of numerous people of 
note in the area, teaches classes and 
seminars related to figurative drawing 
and painting, and has also gained 
respect as an effective courtroom 
artist.  PSA is a National Not-For-Profit 
Corporation dedicated to furthering 
the traditions of Fine Art Portraiture. 

Signature Status Review
February 8, 2014
Signature Membership Eligibility: 
Those who produce works in the 
graphic arts (paintings, prints and 
drawings), sculpture and architecture 
which, in the opinion of the Signature 
Membership Selection Committee, 
and approved by the Board of Trustees, 
are of such caliber as to qualify for 
Signature Membership. One must first 
become an Associate Member before 
applying for Signature Status. 

The next Signature Status review date 
will be held Saturday, February 8, 2014.  
Works may be dropped off during the 
prior Thursday evening Sketch Group 
between 7-9 PM or between 8:45 - 9:15 
AM sharp, the day of the review, and 
picked up on the following Monday 
during Sketch Group hours 1:00 PM - 
4:30 PM.

Note:   Any paintings without the 
artist’s full name and address on the 
back will not be reviewed. Please add 
title and medium used.

The Anonymous Selection Committee 
will meet on the above date.  Each 
applicant for Signature Membership 
Status must submit five (5) works 
(well framed, as for an exhibit in a 
gallery). Works must be delivered 
to the Cincinnati Art Club, Wessel 
Galleries,1021 Parkside Place, 
Cincinnati, OH 45202.
 
Results will be mailed to applicants 
within two weeks.  The Treasurer will 
send Associate Members who are 
approved for Signature Status a bill 
for $15.00 to upgrade their Associate 
Membership status to Signature. 

First time applicants must submit a 
completed application and a check 
for $120.00 payable to the Cincinnati 
Art Club. If not approved for Signature 
Status, new applicants will receive 
Associate Membership Status and a 
refund check for $15.00. 

Applicants outside a one hundred 
fifty mile radius, please contact Roger 
Heuck, 513-681-8961, prior to the 
review date for special instructions.

        
 The Cincinnati Art Club 
annual Christmas Dinner  
was held at Hyde Park 
Country Club on Dec 7th.

20 artists exchanged 
paintings, and the crowd 
voted on the first annual 
Nutcracker Award paintings.
Winners (in order) were:

First: Barb Chenault                     Second: (Tie) Todd Channer and Chuck Marshal

MEMBER NEWSMEMBER NEWS CLUB HISTORY
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Happy New Year!

Our holiday party, held at the Hyde 
Park Country Club was simply 
wonderful, and did I mention there 
was snow? A lot of it, and it made for 
quite a delightful holiday evening.  It 
was decided a year ago that it would 
snow on Friday (which it did . . . 
“Blizzard 2013” as it’s now known), so 
the party was planned for Saturday 
which rewarded over 60 of us with 
a cozy fireside evening filled with 
delight, friendship, art talk and cheer.
  
Twenty members brought paintings 
for the painting exchange and 
everyone went home with a winner. A 
big thank you, to all that participated 
and congratulations to those that 
took home the first annual nutcracker 
awards.

Again, a special thank you goes out to 
Judith Affatato, Jacqueline Benkert, 
Ray Burt, Barbara Chenault, Donnita 
Geary, Mary Ran, Mary Jean Weber and 
the Silver Arm Band for making it all 
possible. Excellent job!

The Holiday Sale is going strong, over 
$3,000.00 in sales the first weekend 
alone. Updates will follow and a huge 
thank you to all those participating 
and selling your works of art. 

Please consider giving the gift of 
a CAC Membership to someone 
you know. Please don’t forget that 
donations are always welcome and 
with this being near the end of the 
2013 calendar year, please don’t 
forget that any charitable contribution 
that you make toward the club, is not 
only greatly appreciated, but IS also 
tax deductable. It’s you the members 
that make this club what it is and that 
is successful, Thank you.

May you all have a safe and wonderful 
New Year!  And 
may we all grow 
and encourage one 
another in the New 
Year to come. 

Sincerely, 
Todd A. Channer 

Annual Christmas Dinner at Hyde Park Country Club December 7th
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To make a reservation call Catering Chair Person 
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deadline is 4:00 p.m. the Wednesday before the 
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very much appreciated. If you should need to cancel,  
do so before the Wednesday deadline.
 
Traditionally the Club requests payment at the door 
by CHECK ONLY in order to facilitate getting people 
in quickly and having an accurate record of payment.
 
If you would like to be part of the Permanent 
List for club dinners, please sign up again 
with Noella. Last year’s list is no longer valid.
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Kate Bonansinga was the founding 
director of Stanlee and Gerald Rubin 
Center for the Visual Art at The University 
of Texas at El Paso where she curated 
dozens of exhibitions, established an 
undergraduate minor in museum studies, 
and taught courses in curatorial practice.  
She is interested in museums as dynamic 
sites for learning, in the impact of art in 
gallery and non-gallery settings, and in 
the current methods that artists employ to 
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Border. 
She currently serves as Director, School of 
Art, College of Design, Architecture, Art 
and Planning at University of Cincinnati, 
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