
inspiration in the world of design, photography and in the 
beauty of nature. Music has always been a big inspiration for 
her painting and an important part of her process is to put 
on some great music and lose herself in the painting process. 
Being able to share this love of creative mark making with 
others brings her tremendous joy.
In Loving Memory

Phyllis M. Dattilo, 81, of Union, KY, passed 
away on November 5, 2024. Phyllis and her 
husband Jerry (of 63 years) shared a life built 
on love, family, cherished memories and art. 
She is a Signature Member of the Cincinnati 
Art Club and the Woman’s Art Club. She was 
an accomplished watercolor artist and an avid 

quilter. She demonstrated her passion for art in many ways and 
as a former teacher at Baker-Hunt Art and Cultural Center in 
Covington. Phyllis received numerous awards for her artwork 
over the years. Her work was last shown in the CAC 2022 Spring 
Signature Show. A memorial visitation took place on November 
12th.

Martha E. Weber, age 91, passed away on 
Tuesday, December 10, 2024. She was born in 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Martha joined the Cincinnati 
Art Club in April 1979. She served as President 
of the Club from 1985-87. She received 
Honorary Signature status in 2005.

Earlier in her life Martha attended NKU, where she obtained a 
bachelor’s degree. She married Donald L. Weber, who preceded 
her in death, in Cincinnati, Ohio. Martha worked for many years 
at Kroger and Proctor & Gamble, before retiring in 1995. She 
was an avid artist who painted extensively and worked in many 
mediums, such as photo, sculpture, and printmaking. Martha 
displayed her work at the Pendleton Art Center. She is survived by 
her sons Thomas E. (Michelle) Weber and Michael L. Weber and 
grandson Andrew Weber. She is deeply missed. Her funeral and 
interment were December 19th. 

Joan Rothel, the loving wife of Jim Rothel 
passed away on December 14, 2024. Joan 
was born in Belleville, Ontario, Canada. She 
became a naturalized US citizen in 1958. She 
joined the Cincinnati Art Club in 1982 and was 
an active Member. She was a Signature Member 

at the Club and in numerous other National Watercolor Societies. 
She was a very accomplished watercolor artist with a realistic style 
portraying landscape, florals, still lifes, and seascapes. She was 
in many art shows and often won awards. Her paintings are in 
corporate and private collections. She loved painting with her 
artist friends. She made a doll house and furniture, she cooked, 
knitted and enjoyed reading a good book. She will be missed by 
all who knew her. A Celebration of Joan's Life will be on Saturday, 
January 4th, 2025.

Member News

(Member News continued on page 5)

New Members
Renée Buchanan is an artist attempting 
to share the beauty of the natural world 
through original oil paintings. After 
graduating with an art degree she promptly 
ran away to the San Francisco Bay Area, 
where she explored a variety of roles—from 
graphic designer to archaeologist—all while 
honing her skills as a painter.

In the spring of 2023, Renée discovered a passion for painting 
en plein air, sparking a deeper focus on landscape art. Now 
based in Cincinnati, Ohio she is dedicating herself more 
intentionally to her art. Renée is a member of the Ohio Plein 
Air Society and the South West Ohio Plein Air Painters. 

Charleen Potthoff Vonder Meulen was born in 
Norwood, Ohio in 1944. Charleen always loved 
to draw and sketch. This love of Art and Design 
continued and was enhanced by her work at 
American Airlines in Cincinnati, Chicago and 
St. Louis for 29 years. Visiting museums all 
around the world allowed this love of painting 

to broaden in scope. Only after her marriage to John Vonder 
Meulen in 1987 did she start to paint in watercolors. Inspired 
by her artist husband, Charleen took workshops and lessons by 
Don Dennis, Joan Rothel, Ursula La Sorella, Sandy Maudlin 
and James Goodwin Scott. These strong teachers helped her 
to develop techniques that are essential to her personal style. 
She enjoys challenges. This allows her to paint landscapes, 
animals, flowers, local churches and houses. Charleen feels that 
painting is the spirit of her soul, be it watercolors or pen and 
ink pieces. She also enjoys writing poetry, researching family 
history, Interior Decorating and designing tablescapes when 
not painting. She has been a member of Cincinnati Art Club in 
the past and Greater Cincinnati Watercolor Society. Her work 
has appeared in the Middletown Art Center, The Duveneck Art 
Show, The Ft. Thomas Fine Art Shows, The Cincinnati Art Club, 
Cincinnati Union Terminal and Cincinnati Art Gallery.

Alana Joy has been making art her whole 
life and experimenting with many different 
mediums from clay to watercolor to oil paint 
and more. Growing up on the Florida gulf 
coast she spent many hours in the water, 
collecting seashells, observing birds and 

watching colorful sunsets. These deep and early immersions 
in nature inform her work to this day from the use of bright 
colors to her fascination with the fibonacci sequence. 
Recently she has fallen in love with the texture and luminance 
of cold wax and oil painting. One of her most vivid memories 
was of seeing a Kandinsky painting for the first time as a 
teenager and feeling like she had found a soul connection 
with another artist. She feels most at home painting in 
an abstract manner but likes to sketch from life and find 
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Abstract Show Exhibition
This month's show features the Abstract 
Exhibition on Friday, January 10th, from 
6:00 PM to 9:00 PM. Members are invited 
to share their creativity and submit their 
abstract pieces for the exhibition. 
Members are encouraged to participate 
and may submit up to three pieces. 
Please refer to the calendar on the 
left side of this page for drop-off dates 
and times. The exhibition will run 
throughout the weekend, with gallery 
hours from 1:00 - 4:00 PM. 
We strongly encourage all artists who 
submit their work to attend the opening 
event and bring family and friends to 
celebrate their artistic achievements. 
The Abstract Show Exhibition is certain 

to be an intriguing display of talent 
and imagination—don’t miss this 
opportunity to share your abstract art 
with the community.

A piece from last year's show
Flower Riot by M.P. Wiggins

President's Message
Put Your Head Down and Push

Thanks for all your support throughout the year. You all 
have held tight to your Club as we push to raise funds for 
the building renovation. We recognize the importance 
of presenting a refreshed image that resonates with both 
our local community, fellow artists, and is ADA accessible. 
This renovation is not just about aesthetics; it symbolizes 
our dedication to remaining relevant and vibrant in the 
ever-evolving contemporary art landscape. The Club 
provides an artistic home that understands the journey 
to creating something new and we are determined to 
nurture creativity for years to come.

As we step into the New Year, the Cincinnati Art Club stands on the brink of 
an exciting new chapter. While we anticipate breaking ground on our building 
construction sometime in mid-year, our journey requires us to rally our community 
and raise additional funds to reach our goal. We are working with the Mt. Adams 
Civic Association, our neighborhood partner, as we secure support from the City 
of Cincinnati Neighborhood Business District Support Fund. This partnership 
strengthens our ties to the local community and demonstrates our commitment to
artistic growth.
It isn’t over yet and sometimes it feels like we are marathon runners who see the 
finish line but are still 5 miles out. So that means, it’s just time to put your head 
down and push!
Happy Year and Thanks ... we’re doing this!
Sincerely,
Christine Kuhr

P.S. Mt. Adams is our neighborhood and a vibrant 
community. It hosts families, businesses, the artistic 
community and the Mt. Adams Grapeview Newsletter. 
The newsletter is published quarterly and is sent to the 
entire Mt. Adams community. They have asked for our 
help for the front cover of their newsletter. If you have 
artwork that depicts any part of Mt. Adams, they are 
happy to consider it for the cover of the Grapevine. I 
know several of us have painted Mt Adams for years or 
have used Mt. Adams for inspiration. If interested in 
having your creation on the front cover, please email 
Ginny Corsini corsiniginny@gmail.com.

 Coming Events
Sketch Group 
January 6, 13, 27, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
January 9, 16, 23, 30, 7:00 - 9:30 PM 
January 2, 20, Cancelled (Holiday)
Figure Drawing & Painting the Live 
Model with Carin Hebenstreit:  
First Session 
January 6, 13, 20, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Drop Off, Abstract Show 
January 2, 6:00 - 8:30 PM 
January 6 1:00 - 4:00 PM
All Member Critique 
January 7, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
BOT Monthly Meeting 
January 8, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Abstract Show Exhibition 
Opening, January 10, 6:00 - 9:00 PM 
Exhibition, January 11, 12,  
1:00 - 4:00 PM
Coffee & Clicks  
Assignment & Discussion Group 
January 11, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
Abstractionists Group Meeting 
January 16, 12:00 - 2:00 PM
CAC Member Meeting/Brunch 
January 18, 10:00 - 12:00 PM

Online Exhibitions 
Fall Critique Group
Associate
8th Annual High School Plein Air
Fall Signature
Viewpoint 56
Art For a Lifetime
Spring Signature 
Pastel Exhibition
Sketch Group
Critique Group
Abstract Expressions
Photography
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
CAC YouTube Channel
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Saturday, 
January 18th Menu 
Morning Glory Muffins 

Maple Pecan Cinnamon Rolls 
Fresh Fruit Salad 

Vegetable Frittata (Gluten-Free 
Bacon

Mimosas 
Bloody Marys 

Coffee & Sodas
$10.00 per person

Reservation Deadline:   
Tuesday, January 14th  

at 4:00 p.m.
RSVP:  

hospitality@cincinnatiartclub.com

January Member Meeting: The Miniature Man
Robert Off is Big on Tiny

A member of the Cincinnati Art Club, 
Robert Off is one of the nation’s 
preeminent artists in the art of making 
things small – also known as miniatures.
As a miniature artist, he creates 
spectacular representations of life-size 
objects. His work, which is built in the 
scale of one inch in models to every one 
foot in actual size, is focused primarily 
on creating small-scale versions of rooms 
and structures.
Robert will be the CAC’s featured 
guest speaker on Saturday, January 18 
at 10:00 AM. His program will begin 
at 10:45 AM. He has been featured in 
numerous magazines, including Esquire, 
and television shows. His program will 
include at least one box creation as well 
as a video presentation.
Off owns Miniature Rooms Company, a 
business that he launched to showcase 
and sell his room boxes to collectors and 
individual buyers. A retired real estate 
investor and broker, Robert worked for 
the United States State Department and 
at The White House during the Nixon 

and Ford Administrations. He has been 
creating miniatures since 1998.
 "On the surface level, I hope each 
box I create is an interesting and 
visual transformative experience for 
the viewer," Off said. "But on a second 
level, I'm trying to put intellectual 
energy into my new work. I like 
projects that light some sort of spark 
or curiosity in me, which I hope to 
communicate to the viewer.
“I do not copy existing rooms in 
miniatures,” he said. “My rooms are 
like a contemporary installation in small 
scale, somewhat as an architect might 
render a space-in-the-making. Each 
piece is fabricated, measured, drawn, 
invented like sculpture.”

While each accessory – fireplaces, 
wallpaper and so forth  – is purchased, 
the arrangement and placement are 
designed by Off. 
“Light is the transformative quality 
in these rooms; the mood I prefer to 
emulate refers best to the dream-state 
of twilight, when shadows emerge from 
the light, and each object takes on 
a different quality, which I consider 
akin to surrealism. The controlling of 
contrast is at the heart of the artist.”
You don't want to miss Robert's 
presentation, or the delicious brunch 
that accompanies this program. Be sure 
to put in your reservation today!

Pony Express Station

Sir Francis Beaufort's Library
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Interpreting Chardin's Still Life with Kevin McCarty
WHEN: Saturday, January 
25th, from 12:00 - 4:00PM
WHERE: Cincinnati Art 
Club
COST:  Members $79 
	   Non-Members $89
Kevin McCarty has joined 
the teaching staff at the 
Cincinnati Art Club, one of 
the oldest art organizations 
in Cincinnati, and the 
second oldest continuously 
operating organization 
of its kind West of the 
Allegheny Mountains. 
Since the Club's founding, 
in 1890, it's purpose 

remains "to advance the knowledge and love of art through 
education." The Club is proud to announce that Kevin will 
be teaching at the Club in 2025!
Kevin has painted for over 40 years and has exhibited across 
the country from Cincinnati to Tampa, Atlanta and New York. 
He studied at the Atlanta School of Art in his early years and 
expanded on his work in New York City. He has obtained first-
hand knowledge from traveling the U.S. and Europe and has 
extended his contemporary work into abstract expressionism. 
Kevin has organized educational programs and taught over 
his career, most recently with the Communiversity at the 
University of Cincinnati.  He has been known in the region 
for leading students in learning from various Masters in the 
visual fine arts in afternoon workshops on various styles and 
genre's providing insights on the techniques of the artist 
while supporting the student's creativity and inspirations. 

Kevin's first workshop, Interpreting Chardin's Still Life with 
Kevin McCarty, will be offered on Saturday afternoon, January 
25, 2025. The painting he will reference is titled Still Life 
with Carafe Silver Goblet and Fruit, shown above. Jean Simeon 
Chardin is known as the premier French still life artist. 
Reserve your spot today on Eventbrite. This workshop is open 
to all interested individuals!

Upcoming Continuing Education Opportunities
We're thrilled to announce our exciting lineup of continuing 
education opportunities. Whether you're looking to sharpen 
your skills, explore new techniques, or simply immerse 
yourself in the world of art, we have something special in 
store for you. Don't miss out on this chance to elevate your 
artistry and connect with fellow members in our community. 
You must make reservations for each class and workshop by 
signing up on Eventbrite. The sign up process is simple and a 
link is provided for each class and workshop listing.

Figure Drawing and Painting with Live Model Series  
Instructed by Carin Hebenstreit 

WHEN: This ten-week 
course will take place 
on Mondays, from 
January 6th through 
March 10th, 2025, from 
9:30 AM to 12:00 PM.
WHERE: Cincinnati  
Art Club
COST: Members $250 
Non-Members $275
Cincinnati Art Club is 
excited to announce 
a ten-week course on 
Figure Drawing and 
Painting with Live Model, 
led by renowned artist 
and instructor, Carin 
Hebenstreit. 

Join us for an instructive series of in-person sessions where 
you'll have the opportunity to observe and capture the human 
form in various poses and angles. Whether you're a beginner 
or an experienced artist, this event is perfect for honing your 
skills and encouraging your creativity. You will be provided 
with inspiration to help you explore different techniques and 
styles. You will learn how to see the movement and swing of 
a model's body, and how to draw figures using values to pull 
body shapes into a whole. Whether you specialize in figurative 
art, creating landscapes, or still life, this class will help you 
expand your horizons. 
Carin Hebenstreit, who has painted portraits of some of the 
most famous citizens of our city and has been teaching both 
figurative drawing and portrait painting for 30 years, will 
guide you through each session. Her paintings are collected 
around the world and in galleries and personal collections. 
Her teaching style is informal, taking each artist where 
they are and suggesting alternatives and improvements in 
their development and images. Her strategies involve artists 
drawing images from model's poses ranging from very short 
to longer durations each day of the class. 
Bring your favorite art supplies and prepare to immerse 
yourself in a supportive and collaborative environment. 
Engage in lively discussions with fellow artists, exchange tips 
and tricks, and receive valuable feedback on your work. Don't 
miss this chance to enhance your artistic abilities and create 
stunning pieces of art. 
Reserve your spot now on Eventbrite for the Figure Drawing and 
Painting with Live Model Series at the Cincinnati Art Club!

Self Portrait by Kevin McCarty
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Expressions of Gratitude from Kay Hurley, Development Chair

Featured in the Masthead
The Masthead this month features a Robert 
Off miniature titled Sir Francis Beaufort's Library. 
Robert is this month's guest speaker at the 
Member Meeting/Brunch on January 18th. 
Come and witness firsthand Robert's intricate 
craftsmanship!

DONATE

Capital Campaign Corner

Noteworthy Exhibits
Holiday House Party Recap
The Holiday House Party was a festive celebration with 
an array of culinary delights produced and provided by 
Chef Richard. A grand time was had by all. The painting 
exchange was a big hit. Those in attendance had the 
opportunity to vote on their favorite pieces while they 
adorned the gallery walls. Congratulations to Diana Kilfoil 
(Third Place), Christine Moore (Second Place), and Don 
Schuster (First Place). Everyone who took part in the 
painting exchange got to go home with a beautiful new 
piece to add to their art collection.

I hope that the Holidays were what you needed them to be…
and if they weren’t –they’re over! The Club has had a great year 
of celebrations, auctions, honoring past Presidents, and capital 
campaigning, all done with a flare that makes me blink. Our 
tireless volunteers and donors have made it all fun and I want 
to give you the reasons why…from the beginning. We kicked-
off the Capital Campaign in May of 2023 and by the end of 
the Big Lift Panel Auction that happened October 28, 2023 we 
were so blessed through generous donations and panel sales we 
raised $105,233. Next, we got to work on the Art for a Lifetime 
Celebrations that happened on May 9, 2024. We were thrilled 
with the evening and how everyone came together. It was a 
Build-it-and-they-will-come event. We raised $144,012. Over last 
summer we raised $7,200 because you all even remember the 
Club when we are on our supposed break. Then to bring you 
up-to-date, from November to December we did an online Year-
End-Promotion for our Capital Campaign and to our surprise 
When out on the lawn there arose such a clatter, I knew in a moment 
this was going to matter, it was St. Nick and he delivered $49,885 
in Donations. I said, “St. Nick you Rock!” That brings our 
Capital Campaign Total to date $306,330.
This December we received letters from the August A. Rendigs, 
Jr. and Helen Rendigs Foundation and J. Frederick and Helen 
B. Vogel Charitable Trust both donating $10,000. This is just 
two of the many kind donations we have received, along with 
the sweat equity and positive thoughts. Our fundraising is past 
the halfway mark, and we will have more fun activities in the 
spring…maybe a variation on the Panel Auction. Stay Tuned!
Let’s make 2025 creative, prosperous, healthy and peaceful. We 
all look forward to making our renovation happen in 2025!
With heartfelt gratitude, 
Kay Hurley-Development Chair

First Friday at Pendleton Art Center Middletown
The Pendleton Art Center Middletown Studios, located at 
1105 Central Avenue in Middletown, Ohio are open for First 
Friday on January 3rd from 5:00 - 9:00 PM and the following 
day for Second Look Saturday, 11:00 AM - 3:00 PM. 
Final Friday at Pendleton Art Center Cincinnati
The Pendleton Art Center Cincinnati Studios, located at 
1310 Pendleton Street in Cincinnati, Ohio are open for 
Final Friday on January 31st from 5:00 - 9:00 PM. 

CAC Member, Shalmah 
Prince is now located 
on the First Floor of 
Pendleton Art Center 
Cincinnati. Be sure to stop 
by and visit during Final 
Friday or by appointment. 
Shalmah also offers private 
instruction in portraiture. 
Call 513-503-1205.

For more information on each of these events, visit 
Pendleton Art Center's website.

Member News (continued)
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