
Johanna Kremer 
was recently 
a part of 
ArtPrize 2024 in 
Grand Rapids, 
Michigan. 
ArtPrize is a 
vibrant 16-

day festival that showcases a wide range of artwork from 
artists around the world. ArtPrize 2024 took place from 
September 13th to September 28th. Johanna submitted her 
two complimenting head sculptures Green Man Meets Green 
Woman. She was inspired by her Celtic heritage, but explained 
that these two pieces came about quite organically during a 
sculpting class. Although Johanna is relatively new to sculpting, 
she is a natural! Congratulations, Johanna!

Reflections by the River, 
acrylic on canvas

Last month, Cedric Michael 
Cox returned to the Cincinnati 
Art Museum for "Evening with 
an Artist." Attendees enjoyed a 
display of Cedric's work and had 
the chance to ask him questions.
Cedric's presentation, "Context 
in COLOR," explored visual 
arts as a means of personal 
expression and identity. This 
lecture was a homecoming 
for Cox, who found early 
professional inspiration at the 
Cincinnati Art Museum. “I was 
honored to present this third 
‘Evening with an Artist.’ My 
first art educational experience 
at CAM allowed me to push my 
practice into new mediums,” 
he said. 
For nearly 20 years, Cox has 
returned to the Museum for 
talks and lectures, serving on the 

Donald Sowell Committee and other events. He is a member 
of CAM’s Standing Community Committee, which advises on 
best practices and audience insights. 
"Context in COLOR" discussed how museums can inspire and 
change lives. Cox shared his views on motivating students, 
balancing an art career with teaching, and the importance of 
relationships and art appreciation. 
The period from early 2023 until now has been particularly 
prolific for Cox. Fresh from solo exhibitions at Eisele Gallery 
and Kroner Studio, Cedric also designed public murals for the 
Cincinnati Zoo and Cincinnati College Preparatory Academy.

The opening night reception of the Loveland Nutcracker Holiday 
Art Show took place on November 15th at Loveland Art Studios on 
Main. It was a resounding success. Show Chair, Teresa Nieberding 
spoke to the guests about the origins of the show, sharing how a 
visit to Germany inspired her to start creating nutcrackers. Teresa 
also highlighted the emotional significance of the nutcrackers, 
mentioning that her late friend Ann Hughes had gifted her five 
big boxes of them. This show was a tribute to both Teresa's love for 
nutcrackers and her friend Ann. Most of the proceeds from the 
show went directly to the artists who created the pieces. 
In addition to the nutcracker displays, seasonal artwork by 
Loveland fine artists was available for purchase. Renowned 
Loveland artists, including Cincinnati Art Club Members, 
presented their interpretations of vintage nutcracker designs. 

Highlights included 
Tom Post's Prepping 
for Supper, featuring a 
hand-carved Leonardo 
da Vinci, Monica 
Achberger's Starry 
Night inspired by 
Vincent van Gogh, 
Mary Beth Thompson 

Dowlin's Water Lilies inspired 
by Claude Monet, and Johanna 
Kremer's Sea Captain & Feathered 
Friends. 
In addition to the Nutcracker 
Holiday Art Show, Teresa 
Nieberding organized nutcracker 
painting classes during two 
weekends in November. Cincinnati 

Art Club Members Mary Beth Thompson Dowlin, Monica 
Achberger, and Tom Post facilitated three of these classes. 
There will be another opportunity to purchase nutcrackers during 
Loveland Art's annual Christmas Open House for resident artists 
and their clients, family, and friends. This event takes place at 
Loveland Art Studios on Main on Saturday, December 14th, from 
4:00 - 9:00 PM. Loveland Art Studios on Main is located at 529 Main 
Street in Loveland. Cincinnati Art Club artists are welcome to join!

Cedric Michael Cox - Context in COLOR Loveland Art Studios On Main Holiday Show

Johanna Kremer, a part of ArtPrize 2024

Member News

(Member News continued on page 3)

Prepping  
for Supper

by Tom Post

Water Lilies
by Mary Beth  

Thompson Dowlin

Starry Night
by Monica 
Achberger

Sea Captain &  
Feathered Friends

by Johanna Kremer

Monica Achberger

Mary Beth Thompson Dowlin 
teaching class

Tom Post
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The Year-End is Drawing Near
You can smell cookie dough in the air ... and you’ve been 
flooded with messages from the Club reminding you to 
donate to our Capital Campaign initiative. We are inching up 
the fundraising thermometer getting closer to the goal. We’ve 
created a campaign video that asks people to just donate, 
instead of spending money on a fancy event. It was fun to 
make and we hope that you have enjoyed our humorous side. 
Where else will you see socialites walking up hill whining, 
“Why do we always have to park so far away,” clodding along 

in those darn strappy heels. And what about the girls asking Dear Abby for advice. 
“Should you go to the ER if your’ve glued your eyelid to your eyelid?” And,“If 
diamonds are a girl’s best friend, can we be just good friends with a Cubic Zirconia?” 
Then there is this debutant that has such a large wardrobe that she wants an App 
to help her find her dress! Guys, on the other hand, just rely on their buddies and 
beer for wardrobe help. “Do you tie a bowtie like a shoelace?” “Will bouncy exercise 
shoes enhance my stamina on the dance floor?” “Do you wear a belt over the 
cummerbund?” Don’t worry ... our year-end fundraising campaign is designed to 
alleviate all those dilemmas ... relax, sit down and just donate. 

President's Message

Enjoying a last 
meal at Frisch's

Thanks to everyone who has donated this year. We are gaining every day. By the end 
of December, we shall hear if we’ve been awarded any funds from the Charitable 
Foundations we’ve applied to. Coming in 2025 we will apply for a Neighborhood 
Business District Improvement Program Grant through the city, and we are 
formulating events as well.
Fundraising is a never-ending push to secure support for all that we need. Not just 
the Capital Campaign but for our programing, materials, and the assistance we 
need now and in the future. If you’ve been involved with the Club (or any Club) 
you know the energy it takes to bring programs to our membership and then to the 
community. Thank you for being involved and for caring and thank you for being a 
partner in this journey.    
November’s Program featured Ray Hassard, who gave a 
great demonstration with Casein Paint. Casein is an old 
paint product that is having a comeback for today’s plein air 
painters and illustrators as well. He gave out a list of reference 
URL’s if you want to investigate the paints capabilities. One 
of the first recommendations on the list was for artist James 
Gurney. Check it out here - scroll to Casein section.
Special thanks to George Bodine for the ‘TIM’ toilet 
installation management. He came to the rescue when he 
heard someone yelling “there’s a slow leak” in the woman’s 
restroom. Sure enough, there was a slow leak, and the toilet 
was so old that modern day replacement parts would not fit the old toilet. George 
went to the hardware store and got a 600 pound toilet ... well we didn’t really weigh 
it, but it was heavy, and now, thanks to George, and a real plumber, the women’s 
restroom has a new tall ADA approved toilet! Thanks George.
Happy Holidays, 
Christine Kuhr

Ray Hassard

 Coming Events
Sketch Group 
December 2, 9, 16, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
December 5, 12, 7:00 - 9:30 PM 
December 23, 26, 30, Cancelled (Holiday)
CAC House Party 
December 8, 4:00 - 6:30 PM 
All Member Critique 
December 3, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Coffee & Clicks: Photo  
Assignment & Discussion Group 
Annex Gallery Pendleton 
December 7, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
BOT Monthly Meeting 
December 11, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Sketch Group 
January 6, 13, 27, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
January 9, 16, 23, 30, 7:00 - 9:30 PM 
January 2, 20, Cancelled (Holiday)
Figure Drawing & Painting the Live 
Model with Carin Hebenstreit:  
First Session 
January 6, 13, 20, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
Drop Off, Abstract Show 
January 6, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
January 7, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
All Member Critique 
January 7, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
BOT Monthly Meeting 
January 8, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Abstract Show Exhibition 
Opening, January 10, 6:00 - 9:00 PM 
Exhibition, January 11, 12,  
1:00 - 4:00 PM

Online Exhibitions 
Associate
8th Annual High School Plein Air
Fall Signature
Viewpoint 56
Art For a Lifetime
Spring Signature 
Pastel Exhibition
Sketch Group
Critique Group
Abstract Expressions
Photography
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
CAC YouTube Channel
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJ4PMnHaqnk
https://www.youtube.com/@JamesGurney
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-associate-exhibition/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-hspa-gallery/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-fall-signature/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/viewpoint-56-gallery/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/afal-exhibition/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-spring-signature/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-pastel/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-sketch-group/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-critique-group/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/abstract-expressions/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2023-photography/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/exhibitions/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/community/dragonfly/
https://www.youtube.com/@cincinnatiartclub2280
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Get ready to celebrate the festive season 
with the Cincinnati Art Club's Holiday 
House Party on December 8th! This 
engaging event promises an evening of 
cheer and culinary treats. 
Chef Richard will be serving up an array 
of delectable sandwiches and sweets, 
ensuring there's something delicious for 
everyone. But that’s not all! The evening 
will also feature an exciting painting 
exchange and a vote for the three 
favorite paintings, with ribbons awarded 
to the winners. 
Each member is encouraged to bring a 
small painting to the party. These will 
be displayed on the wall and assigned 
a number. Participants will then draw 
a number to determine which painting 
they will take home. It's a wonderful 
opportunity to share your art and to add 
a new piece to your collection. 
This fun-filled event is an unbeatable 
value at just $10 at the door. Don't miss 

Sunday, December 8th, 4:00 - 6:30 PM
Join Us for the CAC Holiday House Party!

Sunday, 
December 8th Menu 

Champagne, 
Fruit Punch (non-alcoholic) 

and Coffee
Finger sandwiches 

An array of cookies and petite desserts  
(gluten free options available)

Reservation Deadline: Wednesday, 
December 4th at 4:00 PM

RSVP:  
hospitality@cincinnatiartclub.com

out on this festive celebration of art and 
friendship. Mark your calendars and 
join us for an evening that promises 
to be an evening of artistic spirit and 
holiday cheer! RSVP today by emailing 
hospitality@cincinnatiartclub.com. 

Member News (continued)

Mike Hensley recently embarked on a 
new journey in portraiture, taking on a 
special commission. The client requested 
a painting of his grandchildren as a gift 
for his son and daughter-in-law. Initially, 

Mike Hensley's Latest Commission
Mike thought this project would be 
easier since the children weren’t facing 
forward. However, he quickly discovered 
it was far more intricate. This piece, 
created in acrylic on canvas taught Mike 
a great deal about painting water, wet 
clothes, and hair. The painting, which is 
20 inches in diameter, required careful 
attention to detail. 
Mike enjoys doing commissions because 
they push him out of his comfort zone. 
The accountability of having to produce 
a final piece doesn't give him the option 
of quitting. Though he has been hesitant 
to take on family portraits, the tenderness 
of the photograph his client provided 
for this piece compelled Mike to accept. 
Mike states that it was an honor to create 
this piece, as it captures such a heartfelt 
moment. To view more of Mike's work, 
you are invited to visit his website: 
mwhensley.com.

3

mailto:dragonfly%40cincinnatiartclub.com?subject=dragonfly%40cincinnatiartclub.com
mailto:hospitality%40cincinnatiartclub.com?subject=RSVP%20CAC%20Holiday%20House%20Party
mailto:hospitality%40cincinnatiartclub.com?subject=RSVP%20CAC%20Holiday%20House%20Party
https://mwhensley.com/


Club News

If you've been to the Art Club lately, you 
may have noticed that the "Featured 
Foyer Artist" is not just one artist's work. 
Through December into January, the foyer 
will be showcasing several pieces from 
CAC's Permanent Collection, incuding 
three newly acquired paintings. Two of 
the pieces by Jack Meanwell (1919-2005)
were purchased, and the third by Maurice 
"Dusty" Rhoades (1905-1967) was donated 
by his family. All three are pictured above 
along with pieces by other Past Presidents 
David Klocke, Kay Worz, Tim Boone, Clark 
Stevens and George Debreiner. 
The Permanent Collection is made up of 
works purchased by, or more frequently, 
donated to the Club. These are works by 
outstanding Members, renowned artists 
from Cincinnati or Past Presidents of the 
Club. Works are proposed for inclusion by 
the Club Curator and after an acceptance 
vote by our Board of Trustees, they become 
part of the Permanent Collection. As stated 
in our Club Constitution, "These artworks 

Permanent Collection Pieces on Display

Hilltop Town, 32" x 40",
 Oil on Canvas by Jack Meanwell,

acquired from the Meanwell Family

Nestled Homestead - Little Miami, 13.75" x 19.75", 
Oil on Canvas  by Maurice "Dusty" Rhoades,

donated by the Rhoades Family

Daliahs, 30" x 36", 
Oil on Canvas  by George Debreiner, 

donated by Jeannette Kromme

Two Figures, 30" x 22",  
Acrylic on Paper by Jack Meanwell,
acquired from the Meanwell Family

Celebration, 
18" x 24", Watercolor 

by Kay Worz

Rocks: A Self Portrait 
16" x 12", Oil on Canvas   

by Clark Stevens

Southern Exposure - Mt. Adams 
14" x 8" x 6", Bronze 

by Tim Boone

Riverfront Business, 
24" x 12", Oil on Canvas

by David Klocke

constitute the legacy of the Club and memorialize 
the history of these world-renowned artists, 
including but not limited to: Frank Duveneck, 
Henry Farney, Joseph Sharp, and Herman 
Wessel, among others. In addition to the 
intangible value of such museum quality work, 
the pieces in the Permanent Collection provide 
equity to the Club. As a result, pieces comprising 
the Permanent Collection are not to be sold…"
The Club also has approximately 100 
works by Club artists that are in our Non-
Permanent Collection. These pieces may 
be sold to raise funds to support the Club’s 
activities or the conservation and upkeep 
of the Club’s collections. A recent donation 
of 10 works by Past President Reginald 
Grooms (1900-1989), was given by Karen 
and Gene Schunk and is earmarked to raise 
funds for the current Capital Campaign at 
a future event. 
On your next visit to the Clubhouse, 
be sure to pause and appreciate these 
extraorinary treasures. I promise, they're 
even more awe inspiring in person!
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November Fundraising Update: A Heartfelt Thank You
We are thrilled to announce that an additional $7,125 has been contributed 
to our Year-End Capital Campaign this November/December. Thanks to your 
incredible generosity, we believe we've now surpassed, the halfway mark! 
Several dedicated members have eagerly met the "$100 Matching Challenge" 
set forth earlier. Your continued support and generosity are truly appreciated. 
Keep the momentum going—we can achieve this together! 
For the past three months, our monthly dinner meetings have featured an 
exciting new activity: "Split the Pot." This month, we sold $305 worth of tickets, 
and the lucky winner, who bought just one ticket, won $152! In a wonderful 
display of community spirit, she generously donated her winnings back to 
rejoin the Club. This initiative has already added almost $450 to our funds. 
Remember to bring some extra cash to the next meeting—every bit helps, and 
you might just be the next lucky winner!
 
With heartfelt gratitude, 
Kay Hurley, Development Chair

Featured in the Masthead
The Masthead this month features beloved 
Cincinnati Art Academy teacher, Jack Meanwell's 
painting, Two Figures. This artwork is a part of 
CAC's Collection and is on dispay in the foyer 
through January. Be sure to check it out!

DONATE

Capital Campaign Corner

Noteworthy Exhibits
Retrospective Exhibition  
at artenclave 

Cincinnati Art 
Club members 
are invited 
to attend 
the grand 
retrospective 

exhibition showcasing the paintings of 
Chuck Marshall and Ramesh Malhotra's 
Private Collection at artenclave, located 
at 7500 Industrial Row Road in Mason, 
Ohio. This exclusive event takes place on 
December 6th, from 5:00 to 9:00 PM.
The evening will also feature live painting 
demonstrations by Chuck himself, 
offering a glimpse into his creative 
process and techniques. With ample 
parking available, all are welcome to join. 
This exhibit runs through January 18th. 
Visit the event page for more information 
as well as regular gallery hours.

Essex Studios ArtWalk
Essex Studio welcomes the public in 
for a behind the scenes, immersive 
experience only 3 weekends a year! You 
don't want to miss the next Essex Studios 
ArtWalk which takes place on December 
6th and 7th, from 6:00 - 10:00 PM at 
2511 Essex Place in Walnut Hills.

You are invited to visit Resident Artists 
in their studios, stroll the halls full of 
Visiting Artists, shop for unique holiday 
gifts - or yourself, and learn about local 

art co-ops. 
Great food, 
drink, and 
live music sets 
the mood for 
a wonderful 
evening!

Showcase of Arts at The Barn 
A festive holiday shopping opportunity 
awaits you at The Barn | Woman's Art         
Club Cultural Center. The event, 
sponsored by the Woman’s Art Club 
of Cincinnati Foundation, is hosting 
a retail outlet for artists and artisans 
which helps support operations and 
programming at The Barn. 
The Showcase of Arts takes place on 
December 7th at 10:00 AM - 5:00 PM, 
and December 8th at 12:00 - 4:00 PM, 
located at 6980 Cambridge Avenue in 
Mariemont, Ohio.
Throughout the Barn, the galleries and 
classrooms, makers, bakers, artists, and 
artisans will be ready to delight you and 
everyone on your shopping lists with 
beautiful and unique hand-made gifts.

Panorama of Cincinnati Art, at 
Cincinnati Art Galleries

This exhibition 
and sale features 
over 150 works by 
Cincinnati and 
regional artists. 
Located at 225 East 
Sixth Street, and 
runs December 

7th - 31st. Visit Cincinnati Art Galleries 
website for more information.
Pendleton Art Center

PAC features 
over 200 artists, 
and boasts the 
world's largest 
collection of 
artists under 
one roof. PAC 
is typically 

open to the public on the last Friday 
of every month. To accommodate the 
holidays, Final Friday/Holiday Opening 
will take place this month on December 
13th from 5:00 to 9:00 PM at 1310 
Pendleton Street in Cincinnati, Ohio. 
You don't want to miss it!
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