
By Carol Abbott

When riding through Milford, Ohio on the bike trail, taking 
a shopping stroll down its historic Main Street, or eating at 
establishments like 20 Brix, Chez Renee, Governor, Cincinnati 
Distilling, or Little Miami Brewing Company, stop and visit 
the Painted River Art Studio. From Nov 1-16 you can see 
something wonderful that came out of the recent pandemic.
Before we heard of COVID19, accomplished artist Nancy 
Achberger was inspired to paint historic entry doors at small 
businesses in Milford near her studio. As she came and went to 
work on Main Street, her vision expanded to capture Milford’s 
charming buildings. From there she went beyond downtown 
to paint more of the town’s historic homes and landmarks, 
including expansive vistas.
During the COVID shutdown, downtown shopping spots like 
Villa Sanctuary; Enchanted Moments; Road, Rivers, and Trails; 

CAC Member Nancy Achberger's Solo Show November 1-16 in Milford

and Nancy’s Painted River Studio were closed to visitors. No 
vehicles blocked her views of the historic buildings. Gone were 
curious onlookers surrounding her easel with questions about 
the work. While Milford’s stores were shuttered, Achberger 
kept sketching, photographing, and painting the town! The 
result: over 40 beautiful pieces of art that she will exhibit in 
a one-woman show called “Rivertown Rendezvous: A Journey 
Through Milford” during the first 2 weeks of November.
Every week I realize how talented Nancy is when I paint 
outdoors with her and the Cincinnati Brush & Palette Painters. 
Educated at the Columbus College of Art and Design, her 
experience painting en plein air makes her one of the premier 
artists in that group and in greater Cincinnati. I’ve been lucky 
enough to see Nancy create some of these pieces from start 
to finish. Her passion for Milford shines through each one, 
making them all truly special. I can’t wait to see more than 40 
of these paintings together in one place for the very first time!
I’m one of many painters who likes learning from Nancy 
Achberger and I benefit by just being around her. She is 
donating a portion of all sales from this exhibit to the Greater 
Milford Area Historic Society (GMAHS), which preserves and 
promotes the rich history of Milford and Miami Township, just 
as these paintings do.
Rivertown Rendezvous opens Friday night Nov 1 from 5-8 
pm in Nancy’s Painted River Art Studio at 204 Main Street, 
Milford OH 45150. It will be open from 11a to 5p on Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, Fridays, and Saturdays and from 11a to 3p on 
Thursdays. Special viewing hours are Sundays Nov 3 and 10 
from noon to 3p and Fridays Nov 8 and 15 until 7p. Take this 
opportunity to discover Milford for yourself. And don’t miss 
your chance to meet the artist and share her love for it at this 
unique show!

Member News

(Member News continued on page 2)

New Members
This month we welcome Alan Brown 
to the Cincinnati Art Club! Alan's 
passion for art and photography began 
in his youth, with early work in a photo 
studio's darkroom laying the foundation 
for his future career. He earned a 
bachelor's degree in Communications 
from Syracuse University, majoring in 
advertising photography with a minor 
in art history. After his studies, Alan 

established PhotoDesign, an advertising photography studio, 
where he honed his unique style for over a decade.
In 1989, Alan founded Photonics, a graphic design and web 
development firm, expanding his creative horizons. As an owner 
and creative director, he led projects ranging from branding to 
website design, always striving for artistic innovation.

Despite the demands of running a successful business, 
Alan never lost sight of his love for art and photography, 
using his expertise to elevate his work. Now retired, Alan 
pursues his passion full-time, continuing to create inspiring 
and delightful work. His legacy as an artist, photographer, 
and creative director is a testament to his dedication to 
excellence and creativity. You can view some of Alan's 
artwork at www.alans-art.com. 
We are delighted to welcome Alan Brown to the Cincinnati 
Art Club! Alan's impressive background in art and 
photography, combined with his creative direction and 
innovative spirit, makes him a valuable addition to our 
community. We look forward to the inspiration and 
expertise he will bring to our Club. Welcome, Alan!
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Maureen Born recently entered and won 
the annual card contest hosted by M. 
Hopple & Co. in the Kenwood area. A 
portion of the proceeds from the card 
sales are being donated to a nonprofit 
organization of Maureen's choosing. 
She selected the Queen City Book Bank, 
where she volunteers weekly. The Queen 
City Book Bank provides new books to 
children in grades K-3 at local schools. 
Students receive a new book each 
month, selected by themselves or their 

Member News (continued)
Maureen Born Wins Art Contest, Supports Local Children's Literacy

teachers. By the end of the school year, 
students have their own home library—a 
first for some. Queen City Book Bank 
is also responsible for the Little Free 
Libraries that you see around the city 
at schools, parks and communities. 
Presently, there are 227 available for 
adults and children. To learn more 
about Queen City Book Bank, please 
visit their website.
Maureen, an accomplished acrylic 
and watercolor artist, has expressed 
how winning this contest gave her a 
much-needed confidence boost. This 
year’s theme was “Winter in the City.” 
Maureen’s winning design, crafted 
with acrylics and ink, stood out among 
the entries. Seven other finalists also 
had their cards featured. These can be 
purchased individually or as a collection 
at M. Hopple & Co. located at 7920 
Hosbrook Road, Cincinnati, Ohio. 
Congratulations to Maureen!

Fishing for Donations 
Just how many ways can you beat the 
pavement looking, asking, begging, 
fishing for donations? I don’t know the 
answer but there are many ways to skin a 
cat (I have no idea how to skin a cat, it’s 
just that cats have been in the news lately). 
My point is, the Cincinnati Art Club, like 
all non-profits, are requesting Year-End-
Giving donations, and if there is any extra 
money, we want it to fall into our Capital 
Campaign bucket. Because the Club is a 
501c3 non-profit, your contributions are 
fully tax deductible to the extent allowed 

by law. Throughout this year our Capital Campaign initiatives have been supported 
by many, many members with donations, sponsorships and physical elbow grease. As 
we approach the end of the year, the Club is having a Year-End Giving Campaign. It 
includes multiply announcements to encourage Club members, and the public, to 
donate. We have created a YouTube video portraying the depths we will go; to show 
you it is easier to give than frivolously spend money on primping to get ready to go to 
a fancy event to give money. We also have a challenge to give at least a $100 Donation 
to all members so we can raise $26,000 (you do the math). Our collaborative efforts 
with local organizations, including City Hall and Towne Properties, highlight the 
importance of partnerships in our mission to beautify our property and the south 
entrance of Mt. Adams. We are waiting to hear if we will be awarded any grant money 
from the various Charitable Foundations we have submitted to. And So, if the ground 
starts shaking it is because this Big Lift is happening ... it’s just not over. We are in 
the middle, where it starts to get very interesting. You’ve seen the movie, the music 
changes, people start to sweat, and then they start to scream! Whether it’s Black 
Friday, Cyber Monday, Giving Tuesday, or Saving-Cats Wednesday, it’s still Year-End 
Giving time to me. Please help us close out 2024 with a BANG and a Donation. 
Casting the Generosity Nets, and Having Fun Doing It,
Christine Kuhr

Kay Hurley and Christine Kuhr at City Hall

President's Message

 Coming Events
Literary Imaging Workshop 
November 2, 10:00 AM - 2:00 PM
Sketch Group 
November 4, 11, 18, 25, 1:00 - 4:00 PM 
November 7, 14, 21, 7:00 - 9:30 PM 
November 28, Cancelled (Holiday) 
Figure Drawing / Painting the Live 
Model with Carin Hebenstreit 
Mondays, November 4, 11 
9:30 AM - 12:00 PM
All Member Critique 
November 5, 6:30 - 9:00 PM
Drop Off, Critique Show 
November 7, 7:00 - 9:00 PM 
November 11, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
Coffee & Clicks 
November 9, 10:00 AM - 12:00 PM
BOT Monthly Meeting 
November 13, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Critique Show Exhibition 
Opening, November 15, 6:00 - 9:00 PM 
Exhibition, November 16, 17,  
1:00 - 4:00 PM
Member Meeting and 
Program/Dinner 
November 20, 6:00 - 9:00 PM
Abstractionist Meeting 
November 21, 12:00 - 2:00 PM

Online Exhibitions 
8th Annual High School Plein Air
Fall Signature
Viewpoint 56
Art For a Lifetime
Spring Signature 
Pastel Exhibition
Sketch Group
Critique Group
Abstract Expressions
Photography
Associate
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
CAC YouTube Channel

2

https://queencitybookbank.org/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vJ4PMnHaqnk
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-hspa-gallery/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-fall-signature/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/viewpoint-56-gallery/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/afal-exhibition/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-spring-signature/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-pastel/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-sketch-group/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2024-critique-group/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/abstract-expressions/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2023-photography/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/2023-associate-exhibition/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/exhibitions/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/community/dragonfly/
https://www.youtube.com/@cincinnatiartclub2280


The Dragonfly is published for and by 
members of the Cincinnati Art Club 

Cincinnati Art Club
1021 Parkside Place, Cincinnati OH 45202
(513) 241-4591
www.cincinnatiartclub.org

OFFICERS
PRESIDENT..............................Christine Kuhr 
VICE PRESIDENT.......................Don Schuster
SECRETARY............................Christine Moore
TREASURER..................................... Gary Eith

BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Don Baumgarten, George Bodine, Lynann 
Doll, Gary Eith, Louann Elliott, M. Katherine 
Hurley, Christine Kuhr, Christie Moore, Michael 
Paolercio, Shalmah Prince, Don Schuster, and 
Aleisa Yusko.
COMMITTEES
Abstractionists...........................Martha Howard
Art for Kids.......................................... Dale Wolf
Audit.............................................Louann Elliott
Calendar......................................Christine Kuhr
Constant Contact........................Christine Kuhr
Critique...........................Ray Hassard, Tom Post
Curator...........................................Don Schuster
Development.................................... Kay Hurley
Dragonfly......................................... Aleisa Yusko
Exhibitions................................... George Bodine
GCAAF..........................................Don Schuster
High School Plein Air.................. Sally Mercurio
Historian........................................ David Klocke
Holiday House Party..................Shalmah Prince
Hospitality|Catering..................Shalmah Prince
House & Property.................... Don Baumgarten
Library............................................Don Schuster
Programs................................ Michael Paolercio
Publicity.......................................Christine Kuhr
Renovation Manager......................... Joe Stewart
Scholarships..................................Louann Elliott 
Signature Review................Tom Post, Kay Worz
Sketch Group.............................Christine Moore
Social Media................................Christine Kuhr
Website............................................Don Schuster
Webmaster....................................... Deb Marvin
Workshops|Continuing Ed................. Gary Eith
ViewPoint..................................Martha Howard
Y’Art Sale................ Gary Eith, Christine Moore
Dragonfly is the monthly newsletter for Mem-
bers of the Cincinnati Art Club. Dragonfly is 
published monthly from September to May and 
in July. Any reproduction of this publication, in 
whole or in part, is prohibited without express 
written consent. Member submissions to Drag-
onfly Editor are welcome. Submit information to 
be considered for publication to: 

dragonfly@cincinnatiartclub.com 

by the first of the month prior to publication. 
Photographs submitted must be at high resolu-
tion (300 pixels per inch). 

Copyright © 2024 Cincinnati Art Club

Dragonfly
Member Newsletter

Casein Paint has a 
long history. So long, 
in fact, it is visible 
today on Egyptian 
tombs.
Ray Hassard hasn’t 
been around quite 
that long, but he 

is one of the Cincinnati Art Club’s 
best-liked artists and will be making 
the monthly program presentation on 
Wednesday, November 20th at 7:00 PM.
You may have heard of casein paint, but 
probably have never seen it. It is rare to 
find it in art stores, so how do you get it, 
why would you want it, and how does it 
work? Ray will solve the mystery for us!
“It was widely used at the beginning 
of oil painting as an underpainting,” 
Hassard said. 
“It’s a pigment in a milk-based binder, 
but doesn’t smell like sour milk! It’s non-
toxic, water-based and is quick drying. 
What’s not to like?”
Ray will be making a demo of how he 
uses Casein paint on an aluminum 
surface. He plans to discuss what kind 
of palette he uses, how to set it up and 
exactly how to prep the panels or boards 
that can be utilized in the paintings.
Born and raised in the New York area, 
Ray attended Saturday classes at the 
Museum of Modern Art and took 
community education art classes at local 
schools and art organizations. He studied 
at Pratt Institute, and, more importantly, 
spent hours and hours at New York's 
wonderful museums and galleries.
Ray moved to Buffalo, New York in 
1977 where he was awarded several 
commissions, including one for a 
45-foot-long wall piece in the subway 
system the city was building. In 1985, 
he and his husband came to Cincinnati 

Ray Hassard, Artist
November Member Meeting: Casein Paint on Aluminum

Wednesday,  
November 20th Menu 

Indian-Style Butter Chicken with 
Rice (Gluten Free)

Vegetarian Lentil Curry with 
Basmati Rice

Green Salad Vinaigrette
Homemade Bread
Lemon Cheesecake

Double Chocolate Chip Cookies 
(Gluten Free)

Iced Tea/Coffee

$10.00 per person
Reservation Deadline: Friday, 

November 15th at 4:00 PM
RSVP: 

hospitality@cincinnatiartclub.com

To the Sea

Spring Tangle

and became co-owners and publishers 
of American Record Guide, a classical 
music CD review magazine.
He has been a prominent painter on 
the Plein Air circuit for the last 10 
years, traveling around the country 
with destinations including Hawaii, 
Texas, Arkansas, Maryland, Virginia, 
New York and more. He has won top 
awards in Indiana, Maryland and Texas 
for his plein air pastels. He has also 
been invited to judge at many events, 
including Cape Ann Plein Air, 2021 
IAPS Chicago Exhibition and Kekionga 
Plein Air, Ft Wayne, Indiana.
Ray is eager to share his knowledge on 
casein paint and will answer questions 
following the Wednesday night demo. 
(Just don’t ask him about roller 
coasters!!!)
We hope to see you there! Don't forget 
to RSVP!
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FIRST PLACE
Ashley Heibel

Colerain High School
Teacher: Jennifer Newman

Awarded: School trophy 
and full tuitionscholarship to 

Interlochen Arts Camp

The 2024 Greater Cincinnati High School Plein Air 
Competition was a great success. A huge thanks to all of 
our volunteers who helped make this event happen. The 
event kicked off at the picturesque Spring Grove Cemetery 
on September 21st, and we couldn't have asked for better 
weather! Forty high school students from 16 different schools 
participated in this year's event. Upon arrival, the students 
were given an identical set of art supplies. They were then 
free seek out their own point of interest, then challenged to 
create their own interpretation of that location. Besides being 
outdoors -- the students had the extra challenge of completing 
their work in just 7 hours of that same day (9:00 - 4:00 PM). 

2024 High School Plein Air Competition

We also congratulate our Honorable Mentions: Dylan Arthur, Dixie Heights High School; Landon Walker, Covington Catholic High 
School; and Abigail Fischer, Notre Dame Academy. 
We cannot thank our sponsors enough for their gracious support and our Anonymous Donor for their generosity. Also a special 
thanks to Interlochen Arts Camp for the 2025 Summer Art Camp Scholarships. This world-renowned program allows students in 
grades 3-12 to hone their skills in various arts. They engage in daily classes, collaborations, and performances, fostering cross-cultural 
friendships and lifelong inspiration on a 1,200-acre campus. With a prestigious alumni base, Interlochen Arts Camp remains at the 
forefront of arts education. Digital Camp Viewbook. 

The resulting artwork was a beautiful sight to behold at the 
final exhibit. The exhibit was held on September 29th at 
Cincinnati Art Club's Wessel Gallery. In case you weren't able 
to be there, you can still yet view the exhibit on CAC's website. 
The winning artworks will also be on display at the Cincinnati 
Art Museum and the Cincinnati Zoo Education Center.
The first-place winner received a trophy for their high school, 
$500 and a full tuition scholarship to a 3- or 6-week Interlochen 
Visual Arts Camp for summer 2025. We gave out 4 more awards 
as delightful as the first. 
A big round of applause goes to the following students:

SECOND PLACE
Kaitlyn Rassi

Summit Country Day
Teacher:  Carrie Barnet 
Awarded:  Full tuition 

scholarship to 
Interlochen Arts Camp

THIRD PLACE
Lekish Sai Podili

Sycamore High School
Teacher: Elise Williams 
Awarded: 75% tuition 

scholarship to
Interlochen Arts Camp

FOURTH PLACE
Grace Ludwich

Wm Henry Harrison High School 
Teacher: Alicia Cummings. 

Awarded: $2000 
scholarship to

Interlochen Arts Camp

FIFTH PLACE
Artist’s Choice Award

Amber Ramrez-Sanchez
Northwest High School
Teacher: Andrea Stewart

Awarded: $1500 scholarship to
Interlochen Arts Camp
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Exciting News! 
The Cincinnati 
Art Club is 
launching a new 
Photo Assignment 
and Discussion 
Group - Coffee 
and Clicks! No 
matter your skill 
level, this group is 
designed to boost 
your confidence, 
enhance your 
skills with your 
camera and 
photos, develop 

your creative expression, and provide a fun and stress-free 
environment for learning. 
The Photo Assignment and Discussion Group is welcoming 
and enthusiastic about all things photography. You can share 
your photos digitally using an LCD projector (just bring your 
image on a flash drive) or bring a printed copy. Taking a 

few snapshots with your camera or phone can be easy and 
sometimes lucky, but true excellence and confidence in the 
arts come from practice and learning. 
While professional photographers often have assignments 
as part of their job, our goal is simply to learn and improve 
together through these assignments. It's about having fun, 
discussing our techniques, and getting better at photography. 
Join us for our fun Photo Assignment and Discussion Group - 
Coffee and Clicks on Saturday mornings starting on November 
9th from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM for at the Cincinnati Art Club. 
November 9th - Bring one example of your photographic 
work to share and your camera. We'll decide on the next 
assignment topic and discuss how to approach it. 
Example of an assignment: Create an environmental portrait. 
Capture photos that tell you something about a person or 
their personality, or evoke an emotion. 
Future Dates: December 7th, January 11th, February 8th, 
March 8th, April 15th. 
For more information, contact George Bodine at exhibitions@ 
cincinnatiartclub.com or JohnJemail at jjfs@usa.com.

Join Us for Critique Group and Upcoming Exhibition!
Are you looking to 
refine your artistic 
skills and gain 
valuable insights 
from fellow artists? 
The Cincinnati 
Art Club invites 
all Members to 
participate in our 

monthly Critique Group, held on the first Tuesday of every 
month from 6:30 PM to 9:00 PM at the Clubhouse. This is a 
wonderful opportunity for Members to receive constructive 
feedback on their artwork in a warm and welcoming 
atmosphere. Critique Facilitators and attending Members 
share their knowledge and insights to help you improve your 
artwork. Those who attend regularly attest that they gain as 
much from the comments on others’ art as from their own. 
This is your opportunity to grow as an artist and be part of a 
supportive community. For more information on the Critique 
Group, contact critique@cincinnatiartclub.com or visit 
Cincinnati Art Club's website.

For those Members who are already regular attendees, we 
eagerly invite you to partake in the Critique Group Show, 
which will take place on Friday, November 15th, from 6:00 
PM to 8:30 PM, and will run through the following Sunday. 
This exhibition is open to all Members who have attended 
the Critique Group in the past year, including the upcoming 
session on November 5th, 2024. Submission is limited up 
to three (3) pieces of artwork. Your fellow Critique Group 
peers are excited to see how your pieces turned out! For 
more information on submission, please refer to the Constant 
Contact email that was sent out on October 21st, visit 
CAC's FAQ Page or you can reach out to George Bodine at 
exhibitions@cincinnatiartclub.com.
We also extend an invitation to all Members who have never 
attended the Critique Group to come and see what it’s all 
about. This exhibition is a great opportunity to witness the 
multitude of talents within our community and to be inspired 
by the artistic growth of your peers.
Join us for a fun evening of art, inspiration, and community. 
We look forward to seeing you there!

Photo Assignment and Discussion Group -- Coffee & Clicks

Noteworthy Exhibits
Andrea Eisert - Art 
in Motion: A Unique 
Exhibition
Andrea’s biggest 
solo art show to 
date featuring 
the fluid beauty 
of nature. The 

Opening Reception is November 1st, 5:00 - 7:00 PM at ADC 
Fine Art located at 16 North Fort Thomas Avenue, Ft Thomas, 
Kentucky. The exhibition runs from November 1st to the 
22nd.

Still Alive - Gail Morrison, 
Kenneth Cadwallader, Nicole 
Klassen
Each artist brings a distinct 
perspective to still life painting. 
The Opening Reception is 
November 8th, 6:00 - 9:00 PM 
at Eisele Gallery located at 6936 
Madisonville Road, Cincinnati 
Ohio. This exhibit will be on 
view from November 1st to the 

23rd. For more information, visit eiselefineart.com.
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Featured in the Masthead
The Masthead this month features Ray Hassard's 
piece, To the Sea. Be sure to mark your calendars 
and RSVP for the Monthly Member Meeting and 
Program/Dinner where Ray will be presenting!

Dear Treasured Cincinnati Art Club Members,
As the Development Chair, it’s my pleasure to invite each of you to participate 
in our Capital Campaign and seize this opportunity to give back to the 
Cincinnati Art Club. Our goal is to make a substantial impact before the year 
ends, and I'm excited to start by personally committing $100 to the campaign. 
I warmly challenge every member to join me in this effort by matching my 
contribution before the year’s close.
If spreading out your donation over monthly installments works better for you, 
we can easily arrange that. And if you’re considering a bit more for that extra 
tax advantage, fantastic! We also gratefully accept stock donations.
Every donation, no matter the amount, makes a meaningful difference. With 
over 260 members, contributions of just $100 each would bring us closer to 
raising $26,000—an amount that would significantly further our mission.
Thank you for embracing this wonderful opportunity to give back and support 
the Cincinnati Art Club as we close out 2024.
Warm regards,
Kay Hurley

DONATE

Capital Campaign Corner

100 Works of Art by Eunice Bronkar
Join us for a very special 
event at the Springfield 
Art Museum on Saturday, 
October 19th, from 2:00 to 
5:00 PM at 107 Cliff Park 
Road, Springfield, Ohio 
45504. The Museum will 
host a Silent Art Auction 
featuring 100 exquisite 
works by the late Eunice 
Bronkar, an early member 
of the Cincinnati Art Club 
and a cherished friend 
of the Springfield Art 
Museum. All proceeds 
from the auction will 
support the care and 

preservation of the Springfield Museum of Art's collection.
This event offers something for everyone, with a variety of 
pieces at different price points. It's the perfect opportunity 
to add to your collection while contributing to a worthwhile 
cause. Celebrate with us in a casual and enjoyable 
atmosphere as we honor the legacy of Eunice Bronkar.
This auction also marks the launch of the Eunice and Charles 
Bronkar Endowment Fund for Collections Care. This fund 
will provide crucial resources for the ongoing stewardship and 
care of the Museum’s over 2,000 works of art.

Eunice Bronkar, who passed away in April 2023, was a long-
time, active member of the Cincinnati Art Club. Her daughter, 
Ramona Banayan Bronkar, recently retired as the senior 
deputy director of exhibitions and collections at the Museum 
of Modern Art in New York. Ramona has been dedicated to 
honoring her mother’s legacy, including establishing this 
fund for collections care at the Springfield Museum of Art. 
The Silent Art Auction is a fitting tribute to Eunice's life and 
contributions to the art community.
Don’t miss this special event – a chance to celebrate art, legacy, 
and community spirit.
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