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Inspiring a Lifelong Love of Art

Art for Kids is a Summer Art Class with students 
selected by art teachers, exclusively for Cincinnati 
Public School children.

Many, if not most, Cincinnati Art Club 
members say their talent for drawing was 
recognized early in life, often as early as 
elementary school art classes.  Knowing how 
important elementary school art programs are 
to our development as artists, the Cincinnati 
Art Club and its members have decided to 
focus our community outreach on young 
artists in Greater Cincinnati. We also recognize 
that most summer art camps are craft-based, 
and we would like to offer a more substantive 
art education experience. 

ART For Kids

How Are Classes Taught?
Art for Kids, 
now in its 
second year, 
has age-
relevant classes 
for Grades 
3 & 4, and 
5 & 6. The 
curriculum is 
designed to 

teach stories about famous artists, many still 
living today. Then a discussion on how these 
same successful artists use the Elements and 
Principles of art to create their work. A teacher 
demonstration leads into class projects and 
class ends with a show-and-tell, offering each 
young artist the experience of talking about 
their art. Members of the Cincinnati Art Club 
teach all classes, led by Marin McFadden.



In collaboration with Cincinnati Public 
Schools’ art faculty, selected advanced 
art students will receive an invitation to 
participate. The curriculum adheres to the 
Ohio Art Curriculum Standards for each 
grade level. This helps assure alignment with 
CPS teachers so we reinforce the same goals 
in the summer that teachers pursue during 
the school year. Art for Kids is an intense, yet 
enjoyable experience that will help motivate 
kids to love art for the rest of their lives. 
Someday, some of these talented young artists 
may even join the Cincinnati Art Club!

When and Where Will the Classes be Held?
There will be a two-week class in mid-June and 
two one-week classes in mid-July. All classes will 
be taught at the Cincinnati Art Club at 1021 
Parkside Place, near the south entrance to 
Eden Park.

What Does it Cost to Attend Art for Kids?
The June Session is totally free to selected 
CPS art students. This has been made possible 
through generous grants from some of the 
most respected educational foundations in 
the country.  Classes in our 2-week July Session 
include a nominal fee of $75 a week per 
student to help with expenses. The Cincinnati 
Art Club does not profit from Art for Kids. 

Please Note: We anticipate more applications 
than we can accommodate. Art teachers 
have nominated 125 students as qualified to 
take this advanced art class. Our class size is 
limited to just 20 students per class so we can 
provide a personal approach in our teaching. 
Applications will consider the earliest date 
submitted and teacher recommendations. 



THE “TOOLS FOR CREATIVITY” SESSION
A Two-Week Class, June 4, 5, 6, and June 11, 12, 13

Our goal is to enhance creativity, artistic development, emotional perception, conceptual 
planning, and visual expression. Lead Teacher is Marin McFadden.

Class meets Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday each week 
Grades 3 & 4 meet from 9:00 to Noon (3 hours)
Grades 5 & 6 meet from 12:30 to 4:30 (4 hours)

 
The Third and Fourth Grade Class Will Learn the Seven Elements of Art

1.	 Line - The most basic element of art and 
yet so complex

2.	 Shape - A two-dimensional object with 
length and width but no depth 

3.	 Color - Primary and secondary colors and 
how to combine them 

4.	 Value - Shading light to dark
5.	 Texture - The surface quality of an object
6.	 Form - A 3-dimensional object  

including depth
7.	 Space - The area around,  

between and within objects

During these classes, 
kids will be inspired 
by the lives and art 
of six famous artists: 
Rene Magritte, 
Georges Braque, Roy 
Lichtenstein, Chuck 

Close, Sam Gilliam, and Andy Goldsworthy. 
The art methods for class projects are 
Printmaking, Charcoal, Painting on Canvas, 
Dimensional objects found in Nature, and 
Fabric Painting.  



The Fifth and Sixth Grade Class Will Learn The Primary Principles of Art

1.	 Pattern & Repetition - 
Achieving visual pleasure with 
arrangement of shapes,  
color, lines.

2.	 Contrasts - Combining elements 
to stress their differences.

3.	 Emphasis - The part of the 
design that catches the viewer’s 
eye and the focal point. 

4.	 Movement & Rhythm -  
A visual pathway to guide the 
eye through art.

5.	 Balance - Using hue, intensity, 
and value to organize the 
composition 

6.	 Proportion & Scale - Object 
placement to create a sense of 
perspective.

During Grade 5-6 classes, students will learn 
about Claude Monet, Romare Bearden, 
Charles Alston, Alma Thomas, Sam Gilliam. 
The art mediums they will work with are 
Charcoal, Collage, Painting on Canvas, and 
Fabric Painting.



THE “PUSH YOUR LIMITS” SESSIONS
Two One-Week Classes

 
 July 16-18:  Abstract Art Taught by Cedric Cox, with Marin McFaddden

July 23-25:   Drawing People Taught by Brandon Hawkins, with Marin McFadden

Our goal is to enable students to explore both the human figure and abstract art. They 
will be encouraged to complete age-relevant, exhibit-worthy drawings or paintings that 
combine the fundamentals taught in the June classes. During the first week of the July 
class Cedric Cox will help students discover the magic of abstract art. One of the things 
kids clamored for last summer was learning how to draw realistic people. Brandon 
Hawkins will take week two to show them the  essentials, from gesture drawings to a 
finished painting. This is a unique opportunity for kids to work with these outstanding 
artists who make a living with their art.

Classes Meets Monday, Tuesday, and Thursday each week, 
Grades 3 & 4 meet from 9:00 to Noon (3 hours)
Grades 5 & 6 meet from 12:30 to 4:30 (4 hours)



3-Day Class, July 16-18: Abstract Painting with Cedric Cox

Day 1, July 16:  Cedric will share his work 
and the principles of abstract artmaking. He 
will lead the kids into inspired self-discovery. 
Projects will explore the basics of various 
approaches to abstract contemporary art 
through acrylic paint. 

Day 2, July 17:  The emphasis will be on 
learning how to personalize their abstract work 
through drawing techniques. They will begin 
adding more detail to their work. 

Day 3, July 18:  Completing pieces for a future 
exhibition of their art. Each student will have 
two works on canvas and Bristol board that will 
be visual testimonies of what they have learned 
and their interest.



3-Day Class, July 23 -25: Drawing People With Brandon Hawkins

Day 1, July 23:  Brandon will share his work and 
unique style of art appreciation. He will teach the 
students the fundamentals of drawing. Brandon 
will introduce age-relevant skills for drawing faces 
and the human form to learn gesture drawing, 
basic body shapes and proportions.
Day 2, July 24:  Through a series of fun artistic 
exercises the students will explore the drawing 
medium deeper, develop leadership skills and 
learn the importance of communication. He will 
teach students a gridding method to help their 
drawings look more realistic and increase their 
confidence in drawing. 
Day 3, July 25:  Students will gather their design 
inspiration and ideas from magazines, comic 
books, and other visual resources. They will then 
create their human form utilizing the techniques 
learned over the last few days. The goal is for 
each student to complete an 11x14 drawing on 
canvas. Students are encouraged to add color to 
their drawings using a variety of art utensils. 



ART FOR KIDS FACULTY

Marin McFadden 
is the Art for Kids 
Lead Teacher 
for all June and 
July classes. She 
has responsibility 
for curriculum 
and lesson plan 
development, art 

supplies, lectures, demonstrations, and “show 
and tell” sessions. Marin is a fiber artist, whose 
work has been published in Fiber Art News, 
Quilting, and Crafts Art. She received her BS 
in Fine Art and her MA in Art Education, K-12, 
both from Miami University. She has 15 years 
teaching experience in public and private 
elementary schools.

Cedric Michael Cox 
is best known for his 
colorful paintings 
and drawings that 
merge surrealism 
and representational 
abstraction.  He 
received a Bachelor 
of Fine Art Painting 

in UC’s DAAP, he was awarded a fellowship 
to study at the Glasgow School of Art in 
Scotland. He exhibits nationally, most recently 
at Atlanta’s Black Art in America Gallery. He 
is one of the leaders for Black Art Speaks, 
an organization of local black artists that was 
organized soon after completion of the Black 
Art Matters Mural.

(Continued on next page)



Brandon Hawkins 
is Co-Owner and 
Lead Teaching Artist 
of Soul Palette. He 
graduated from UC’s 
DAAP with degrees in 
Fine Art and African 
Studies. An artist 
since his youth, he is 

noted for his drawing, painting, and graphic 
design skills. Most notably, Brandon is a 
muralist for Artworks and was the Lead Project 
Manager for Cincinnati’s Black Lives Mural in 
front of City Hall. 

ART FOR KIDS FACULTY (continued)



The Cincinnati Art Club Cultivates Creativity

We are Greater Cincinnati’s largest group of 
women and men who promote the love of 
visual arts through education and community 
outreach. Our history dates to the 1800s, when 
American art became a creative force on the 
world stage. Our members have been leaders 
in their professions, forces in the community 
and warm in their welcome for those who 
share their passion.

We provide sketch groups for drawing or 
painting from life, art critiques, expert-led 
demonstrations, and monthly gatherings 
where we encourage each other toward 
understanding and improvement. 

Our annual Collegiate Scholarship Program 
supports advanced college students in the 
Greater Cincinnati area. Our annual High 
School Plein Air Competition with mentorship 
encourages students to pursue their artistic 
skills after graduation. Our Art for Kids is a 
summer art class for elementary grades in the 
Cincinnati Public School System to encourage 
young art students to develop an appreciation 
of art that is carried into upper grades and 
into adulthood.

The Cincinnati Art Club is a facility where 
you can develop your skills among supportive 
peers or expand your knowledge from local, 
practicing artists.



We gratefully receive financial support from these organizations and foundations:

1021 Parkside Place, Cincinnati, OH  45202
artforkids@cincinnatiartclub.com

cincinnatiartclub.org

CINCINNATI ART CLUB
Cultivating Creativity


