Member News
How Friendships Are Formed at CAC

The focus on “Friendship and Sharing” of the January 2024 Dragonfly inspired
me to recall a special friendship made at the CAC. — Martha Millett

Sometime in 1990, while attending one of the Art Club exhibits, my
husband, associate member, David Millett and I decided to purchase

an oil painting. Unfortunately, or rather fortunately for us, the painting
had no price. It was simply labeled POR (price on request) and a phone
number followed.

Upon calling, the young man said we needed to pick up the painting at
his apartment. He had recently arrived in Cincinnati from art school in
Chicago and owned only a motorcycle, no car. He was working for the

Gibson Greeting Card Company and the painting titled The Girl in Red

had been a study for one of his art classes. This was the beginning of
a beautiful and continued friendship. The young man was none other

than, signature member, David Mueller.

Art for a Lifetime Rockets-to-the-Moon

As we crossed through last summer,
something amazing was simmering. An
air of change built on a foundation of
300 Club members. Like a Rocket-to-the-
Moon we lifted in a burst of fire with our
Panel Art Auction in October. Now with
inspiration from our Capital Campaign
the Cincinnati Art Club is rocketing
towards Art for a Lifetime. A celebration
that takes place on May 9th downtown at
Cincinnati Art Galleries (CAG).

You are most Graciously Invited!

The evening begins in CAG’s fourth-
floor gallery with the Art for a Lifetime
Achievement Awards. We will honor two
past presidents, Roger Heuck (1995-
1998) and Kay Worz (2008-2010). They
have dedicated their lifetime to visual art
and leadership. Afterward we will have

a Live Art Auction of CAC artists who
have also dedicated their lives to art and
continue to inspire with their creations.

(continued on page 9)

The evening continues in the first-floor
gallery with a historic exhibition of
Cincinnati Art Club’s Past Presidents
and Cincinnati’s significant artists from
the past 133 years, delicious food by
the bite, special beverages, music, raffle
baskets and an over-all Rocket-to-the-
Moon Celebration!

Thursday, May 9, 2024, 6:00 - 9:00 PM

Cincinnati Art Galleries

225 E. 6th St., Cincinnati OH, 45202

* 6:00 - Guests Arrive
— Valet Parking Available

e 6:30 - Art for a Lifetime Awards
— Roger Heuck and Kay Worz

¢ 7:00 - Live Art Auction and Paddle
Raise — Artists: Brian Burt, Ursula
Brenner, Ray Hassard, Mary Beth
Karaus, Gail Morrison, David Mueller,
Tom Post, Jens Rosenkrantz, Jr.

e 7:30 - 133 Years of Cincinnati’s
Significant Artists and Cincinnati Art
Club’s Past Presidents

* 7:30 - 9:00 - Raffle, Music, Delight
Food, Drinks, Chef Richard’s Desserts

Come Celebrate - Art for a Lifetime!

<« QR code for Tickets

For more information:
development@cincinnatiartclub.com
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Coming Events

Figure Drawing & Painting the Live
Model Course with Carin Hebenstreit
Mondays, March 4 - March 25,

9:30 AM -12:00 PM

Sketch Group
March 4, 11, 18, 25, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
March 7, 14, 22, 28, 7:00 - 9:30 PM

Drop Off, Sketch Group Show
March 4, 1:00 - 4:00 PM

All Member Critique
March 5, 7:00 - 9:30 PM

Sketch Group Exhibition
Opening, March 8, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Exhibition, March 9, 10,

1:00 - 4:00 PM

Trustees Meeting
March 13, 4:30 - 6:30 PM

Members' Meeting and
Program / Dinner
March 20, 6:00 - 9:00 PM

Learning From the Master:
Coomans' "A Classical Beauty"
with Carin Hebenstreit

March 22 - 24, 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

DAWG
March 26, 7:00 - 9:00 PM

Capturing the Portrait

with Marlene Steele - Session Two
Thursdays, April 4 - May 16,

4:00 -6:00 PM

Online Exhibitions
Photography

Associates

High School Plein Air

Fall Signature
ViewPoint 55

Spring Signature
Founders’ Week

Sketch Group

Portraits

Critique Group

Mt. Adams and Beyond

Non-Figurative
and More

Publications
Dragonfly Newsletter
Imagine

CAC YouTube Channel

The Sketch Group Exhibition

Opening, March 7, 6:00 to 9:00 PM

The John Rettig Awards for excellence
are given each year to the highest

quality of work submitted to the Sketch
Group Exhibition. This is done to
honor the legacy of Sketch Group in
the founding of our Club and its rich
history supporting artists’ development.
Three submissions are honored and
their artists names are displayed on
plaques hung in the public areas of our
clubhouse.

This show displays the Club’s largest
figurative art exploration. Like the one
pictured here where Carlos Navarro
captured the male ballet dancer

and placed him in a classic Roman
background back in the 2020, Sketch
Group Exhibition.

The Inside Story of the Art Gallery Business Balance

David Smith, President, Eisele Gallery
Wednesday, March 20, 6:00 PM
David Smith will join us as we return to

our Wednesday evening schedule for the

March Member Meeting presentation.
He will share his insights on how artists
can have success working with galleries
in representing our art.

David balances many competing forces
and has made Mariemont into a center
that competes well with bigger LA

and Manhattan galleries. He weaves
the thread from contemporary to
traditional without getting stuck in
either genre. His understanding of the
pride Cincinnatians take in our city and
exhibits the work of many local artists
because he has built clientele who

Club Continues Growing |

treasure showing area artists in their
homes and businesses. He frequents
estate and art fairs, he is a member of
the Cincinnati Art Club, and he will be
staging ViewPoint for the third straight
year, this coming Fall.

Introducing Our Newest Members

Brian Burt is

a nationally
recognized and
award-winning oil
painter who who
lives and works

in Mason. His
realistic paintings
often are inspired
by his passion for cooking, baking, and
gardening. Brian is a graduate of Miami
University (Oxford) and The Atelier
School of Fine Art in Minneapolis.
Winning top place in art competitions
is old hat for Brian. He has won first
place in ViewPoint, multiple awards
from NOAP and has been on the cover

Self Portrait by Brian Burr

of Fine Art Connoisseur Magazine, the
Pastel Journal, and twice on The Artists
Magazine.
Lori Beer
received a BSED
in Science
Education
and a Masters
in Fine Art
from Georgia
University. She
is an Abstract
Expressionist
artist working in acrylics. Lori is also a
Signature member of the Woman’s Art
Club of Cincinnati and a member of the
International Society of Acrylic Painters.
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Cathy Cebuiski-Sacco received her BA
from William Paterson College and
an MA in Art Ed Montessori at Xavier
University. She works in oil, pastel,
graphite, and photography to create
paintings and drawings that evoke
mystery and luminous beauty. Her
landscape and still life work vary in
explosions of color, as well as in more
subtle color and charcoal renderings.
She also writes the metaphor between
nature and life. Cathy is an adjunct
professor at Xavier and an instructor at
Baker Hunt.

Laura Bowman has a Doctor of Dentistry
and is a retired dentist, living in
Alexandria, Kentucky. She works in oil
and pastel and says about her future role
with the Club, "I will help in all things."
Suzanne Welham is

an acrylic artist at the
Essex Studios where
she was an Essex Art
winner in 2023. She is
also a member of the
Cincinnati Woman’s
Art Club.

Manuel Susarret shows his late mothers
work (Edith Susarret Manero) in
various venues. He works in pastel and

Self Portrait by
Suzanne Welham

Learning from the Master:

is interested in helping the Club with
educational outreach.

Susan Struble studied graphic design
at UC DAAP, and ACS Design, Art &
Architecture. She is a retired Graphic
Designer and currently works in acrylic.
Donna
Breitenstein
received
her BA at
UC in Fine
Art and Art
History. After
an extensive
exploration
of European
art and
architecture,
she launched
a career in
selling art in Santa Monica, California
and owned her own art consulting firm
for several decades. "Then I found
myself wanting to share my knowledge
and skills with children. That desire
prompted my return home to Cincinnati
to earn a Master's in Art Education.
The amazing places I visit always offer
exquisite landscapes for plein air
painting."

Coomans's, A Classical Beauty with Carin Hebenstreit

What can a celebrated 19th-century
Belgian painter teach you? Carin
Hebenstreit, one of Cincinnati’s
expert portrait artists, will show how
past excellence imparts innovative
ways to beauty.

March 22 - 24, 2024, 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

The painter Pierre Oliver Joseph
Coomans (1816-1889) was one of
Belgium’s celebrated 19th-century
artists. This lovely portrait will be the
workshop subject. Students will learn
about drawing, colors, textures, and
values to bring this classical beauty

to life. Join Carin Hebenstreit, as she
guides the class to create their own
masterpiece from Coomans.

You will learn the Master's techniques
and methods that have been used for
centuries. Carin will share her insights
and strategies through demonstrations
and one-on-one help.
You will gain insight and
improve technical skills
all while having fun.
Create a recognizable
copy of "A Classical
Beauty," within this
weekend workshop.
Don't miss this chance
to enhance your artistic
abilities and create
stunning pieces of art.

Class meets at the Cincinnati Art Club’s
Wessel Gallery, 1021 Parkside Place,
Cincinnati, Ohio, near Eden Park at
the foot of Mt. Adams. The price is
$295 for CAC Members and $325 for
Non-Members.
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Sculptor/Educator, John Leon: The Legacy of a Mentor

By Johanna Kremer
You can learn a lot about someone

John Leon is a Cincinnati native and first-generation Greek-

by asking whom they admire. If you American, whose parents, Pete and Mary Leontakianakis

ask Sculptor John Leon, former
CAC Board member, he'll tell
you he has had two art mentors:
Multimedia Artist, Jay Bolotin
and Sculptor/Educator, Walter
Driesbach.

If you then examine Leon's career
as an artist and educator, you'll
notice how much their influence
formed his legacy during the past
four decades.

Jay Bolotin was Leon's first mentor, "I met him in 1980

by chance - he was a regular at my dad's restaurant. He
taught me sculpting techniques like mold-making and
casting. I learned more about art and making art in minutes
with him than I did in months of college art classes. His
uncompromising, very powerful sculptures, prints, paintings,
songs, performances, and his dedication to his work have
inspired me ever since." Leon created a sculpture of Bolotin
and goes on to explain, "On the surface he is a quiet, soft-
spoken man, yet his work bellows and seethes with passion,
which I hint at in the turbulent handling of the torso's
surface beneath the calmer face."

Walter Driesbach
cast stone for bronze, 28 x 18 x 12"

Joy Bolotin
cast stone for bronze, 23 x 17 x 11"

Leon was also inspired by Walter Driesbach (1929-2015).

"I met Walter and studied with him at the Cincinnati Art
Academy in 1980. I continued for several years sculpting

with him and a group of carving enthusiasts at his home
studio. A superb sculptor and teacher, he knew the power
and the beauty of form and stillness as well as anyone from
the Egyptians to Henry Moore. You can see it in his work. He
also excelled at patiently sharing his knowledge. I am amazed
at how much I learned from him and that I now pass on in
my own teaching. He had a long career of commissioned
works in churches and civic settings and in private collections
throughout the Midwest."
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originated from the village of Geraki in Southern Greece.
(Their name was shortened to "Leon" at immigrations.)

Dance of the Women and Dance of the Men are companion pieces. They are a
celebration of Greek heritage line dancing. They are not about men and women, or male
and female. They address two aspects of humanity -- the spiritual and the physical.
He first became enamored with sculpting during art classes at

Walnut Hills High School. He thought that sculpture would
become a life-long hobby.

After graduation, Leon attended the University of Cincinnati
to pursue medical studies and became certified in respiratory
therapy. He took a few art classes as electives and later
attended classes at the Art Academy of Cincinnati.

He worked part time in respiratory therapy while sculpting
with Jay Bolotin and Walter Driesbach, who inspired him
enought to make sculpting his life long pursuit. He started
exhibiting his work, first with exhibits at Greek festivals,
sidewalk shows, and then art fairs.

In 1985, Leon was able to leave his job in respiratory therapy.
"I slowly grew into exhibiting my work in national and
international shows, and in galleries and museums."

Leon then began pursuing private, public, and corporate
commissions, "My first large-scale commission came when
wildlife artist John Ruthven asked me to sculpt an eagle from
drawings he had done for the Stalag Luft III, Prisoner of War
Memorial at Wright Patterson Air Force Base in Dayton, Ohio,
in 1996."

Creating a Legacy

As an artist, Leon has emulated elements of his mentors'
styles. Like Bolotin, he is quiet, soft-spoken, and dedicated to
his craft. Like Driesbach, Leon patiently shares his knowledge
by watching his students intently, asking questions about their
work, listening closely, and then addressing their pieces with
specific actions that will help create the artists' desired effect.
He helps bring their visions to life.



Leon is multifaceted as a sculptor. He embraces an array

of styles, from primitive to sophisticated, from realistic to
abstract. "I feel the entire history of the world's art is at my
disposal," he says, “I can choose from any number of stylistic
approaches I need to best convey the meaning and emotions I
want in a piece."

Leon's work can be both seething with energy or quietly
passionate. He imbues his creations with their inner essence:
"I don't consciously choose a subject nor the approach - it
just arises in me in the way that seems right. Then, on the
conscious side, I compose the work to enhance its meaning —
for me and for anyone else who looks at it."

Leon casually mentioned that he
plays flute and sax with the guys

on the weekends. His passion and
reverence for music, and musicians,
is palpable. He wrote the following
in his blog (April 23, 2019) about a
screening of a documentary at Cafe
Vivace honoring the late, great sax
player, Jimmy McGary:

"As part of the festivities, | will be displaying
the portrait sculpture | did of him in 1990.
We were friends. | went to hear Jimmy often
in the jazz venues he played in and around
town. He played beautifully, especially at

Maestro, Jimmy McGary difficult times in his life, and his playing
by John Leon, o . .
cast stone from clay inspired and moved me. My portrait of him is

original for bronze.

oI oI about that ability -- the ability of artists to rise
About life size.

above the trials and tribulations of their lives
and to inspire others through their work. The big hands represent his deeds;
his well-defined face, his individuality and character; and the turbulently
textured body, the painful, temporal aspects of life that we all must rise
above. He had a look about him, even when he was not playing, that | can
best describe as having been chiseled by the wind. | could picture him on the
prow of a ship. He had that look."

The influence of music and musicians in Leon's sculpting

is ever present. Regarding a series of pieces inspired by jazz
pianist, Thelonious Monk, Leon explains, "These sculptures
are what Monk’s music 'looks' like to me — off tilt, angular, and
surprising, but always gracefully resolved."

6 views of Monk Solos in 3D lll, 5 views of Monk Solos in 3D Il

John Leon lauds his mentors' long and prolific careers. Four
decades later, the numbers apply to him as well.

Working primarily in bronze, stone, and wood since 1980,
Leon's body of work includes more than 550 bronze pieces,
40 stone and wood carvings, and countless works in gypsum,
ceramics, resin, and steel. His collections span five continents,
and his artwork can be found in more than 600 private,
public, and corporate collections. Leon was the cover story in
Sculptural Pursuit Magazine (Vol. 3, No.1), "The Art of John
Leon," and his artwork has been featured in numerous other
periodicals and newspapers. Leon's resume lists more than
40 selected exhibitions, awards, and gallery representations.
Currently, his artwork is featured at the Artclectic Gallery in
Cincinnati, and in The Courtyard Gallery in New Buffalo,
Michigan.

Leon taught stone carving at the Art Academy of Cincinnati's
Community Education Program for five years, and he now
teaches stone and wood carving, clay modeling, and mold
making in his private studio in Sharonville, Ohio.

Leon is an exhibiting member of the National Sculpture
Society and member of the Cincinnati Art Club. Leon and his
wife, Sarah, have two children. He is also an avid bird watcher.

Big Band in a Small Club, a bas-relief sculpture, features a boisterous,
rambunctious mob of musicians, The Blue Wisp Big Band, who pack into small stages
in small jazz clubs around Cincinnati. Their ability to blast out great, powerful music
inspired John to capture the energy of their work.

John Leon assisting student, Aleisa Yusko, during a recent mold making class



Mark Schlachter, "Heavy Metal Mark"

By Aleisa Yusko, Creative Director

Mark Schlachter and a sculpture he created
from scrapyard finds

Nestled alongside a trickling creek
on the Westside of Cincinnati is the
unique home of Mark Schlachter and
his wife Rosemary. It is impossible not
to fall in love with the modern style
of this home and the extraordinary
collection of art that adorns just about
every wall and corner, inside and out.
I was intrigued to hear that Mark had
designed the home, which was built
in 2007. It exudes creative inspiration
and energy. Mark Schlachter not only
appreciates and collects delightfully
unusual art, but he creates it as well. His
father, Karl Schlachter was an architect
and a fine artist here in Cincinnati.
Largely because of this, art has always
played a significant role in Mark’s life.
There are several Karl Schlachter pieces
within Mark and Rosemary’s extensive
art collection. Mark explained that while
he inherited his father’s eye for art
and desire to create, he lacked the fine
motor skills required for drawing and
painting. This led him into the world
of photography. Through the lens of
the camera, Mark was able to express
his creativity. However, his talents
and interests did not stop there. Mark
received his bachelor’s degree from
Morehead State in English and Speech
Theater and minored in Education
and Broadcasting. He then went on
to acquire his master’s in Library &
Information Science from Indiana
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University. Throughout this time and
beyond Mark spent time as a high school
teacher, an industrial and commercial
photographer, a librarian, the vice
president of an ad agency, and a radio
station manager. He even did a decade-
long stint as Mr. Mom while his wife
Rosemary worked outside the home.
The prestigious Mr. Mom title coincided
with the commercial photography. It
worked out well for everyone! To add

to this lengthy list of careers is an even
lengthier list of nonprofit boards and
committees that Mark and Rosemary are
a part of. With their talents, time and
money the Schlacters strive to make the
world a better place for everyone.

Alongside this vast array of education,
jobs, titles, and experiences, Mark has
managed to not only pursue metal
sculpting, but has also made quite a
name for himself with his creations.

The inspiration for this brilliant facet

of Mark’s life came from 7th and 8th
grade level shop classes — 7th grade print

The unveiling of The Paper

located at the Cincinnati Literary Club

Circular Logic bike rack located in Hyde Park

Photo courtesty of ArtWorks

shop, and 8th grade metal shop. A full
year of metal shop outfitted Mark with
just enough basic skills so as not to hurt
himself. He has played around with
metal for much of his life but got more
serious with it as he had more time and
money. Mark’s approach to sculpting

is relaxed and casual. Many of his
designs come about quite by accident.
He delights in creating art from “junk”
(found-objects such as chains and metal
stakes) and from trips to the scrapyard.
The chain, Mark found in front of his
mailbox. He credits the chain as a gift
from Green Township Snow Removal,
as it fell off one of their plows. He used
the metal stakes of discarded political
signs to create a series of colorful mini-
sculptures. Several other sculptures on
Mark’s property are the results of an
annual event that was once held and
sponsored by one of the nation’s largest
scrap dealers. In this Scrap Showdown,
each participant was given an hour to
collect up to 500 pounds of scrap to take

Fire in the Hole created from scrap metal



home and a month to create and bring
back something new. Mark took part in
this event for about four years. When he
is creating, he prefers to keep each piece
of scrap in as much of its raw form as
possible. He does not like to get “crafty.”
As a fan of Mark’s work, I appreciate
this. I feel that it is visually interesting
when the viewer can recognize
components of his sculptures from their
former lives. Fire in the Hole (pictured

on previous page) is a piece from one of
the Scrap Showdowns.

Not all of Mark’s sculptures are
spontaneous. There are others that
are carefully planned and engineered.
The ArtWorks bicycle rack in Hyde
Park, located on Michigan Avenue is
an example of Mark having spent a

Ringa ding, ding, ding, ding, ding, ding, ding, ding,
part of a private collection in Cincinnati

considerable amount of time at the
drafting table. For art such as this, Mark
obtains specific materials from Alro
Steel and King Architectural Metals,
both companies a pleasure to work with.
Examples of other planned / public
pieces that Mark has created are the
Slipped Disc located in DAAP Library, Jolly
Green in the rooftop educational garden
at Rothenberg Preparatory Academy,
and The Paper at the Cincinnati Literary
Club located at 500 East 4th Street.

Mark belonged to the Cincinnati Art
Club for a time in the 1970's and was
encouraged by Setsuko LeCroix to
rejoin about 4 or 5 years ago. Most
recently, you may have seen Mark’s piece
in the 2023 Fall Signature Exhibition,
titled Rock and Roll.

Tiddly I

Slipped Disclocated at the
DAAP Library

Chain Gang
created from a chain that fell off of a snow plow

Rock and Roll which was recently part of
the 2023 Fall Signature Exhibition

Small scale sculptures
created from discarded political signs



My Journey Into Sculpting

By Aleisa Yusko, Creative Director

My love for sculpting came about quite by accident during the
summer of 1986 in the unlikeliest of places — Surf Cincinnati.
I sat there pouting on the chaise lounge chair after I'd been
reprimanded for teasing one of my siblings in the wave pool.
Instead of sitting there for 15 minutes, as I’d been instructed,
I slunk off to the sand-filled volleyball court which was just
behind our seating arrangement. Playing in the sand was way
less boring than sitting on the lounge chair, doing nothing!

I probably set off to make the proverbial sandcastle, but
without any tools other than my hands, that must’ve proven
difficult. As I piled and packed the fine grains of sand
together, I quickly found myself immersed in the process of
sculpting a human figure. It took me a good hour or so, but
at least I wasn’t distressing my younger sisters and brother.
Looking back at the pictures, my first sculpture seems very
rudimentary, but I remember it drew quite a crowd!

Me, posing with my first sculpture A close up of Sandy

From then on, sand sculptures were a much-anticipated
element of my few and far-between beach vacations. I tried my
hand at doing various sea creatures such as turtles and sharks,
but nothing captivated me as much as recreating the human
form. Eventually, my signature beach sculpture came to be
that of a mermaid in repose, appearing as though she had just
washed up out of the sea. Being an introvert, I've found this is
a great way to meet people who stop by out of curiosity. I love
the smiles my mermaids bring to people’s faces.

Sculpting a mermaid in
Negril, Jamaica 2019

The final piece, just in time for
a beautiful sunset

Unfortunately, the opportunity to sculpt (sand or otherwise) was
never presented in my painting and drawing classes, for obvious
reasons — they were painting and drawing classes. I was good at
painting and drawing, so I stuck with what was available. And

it was what I knew! Eventually, my artistic ventures took a back
burner to my children, my husband, and our sign company that
we founded in 2003. Life was in a constant state of chaos for many
years! And then suddenly came a day when it wasn’t so much.

My kids were all grown up, our business was flourishing without
me, and we had semi-recently weathered through a period of
profound grief. Finally able to stand up on my own two feet again,
I fell back into my art. I picked up where I left off — painting. My
friend and fellow artist, Jim Conroy took me by the hand and

led me (more like yanked me by the arm and took off running)
back into the art world. It was at his suggestion that I agreed to
join the Cincinnati Art Club, which is how I found John Leon.

I found the listing for John’s weekly sculpting class listed in the
website’s Member-Held Workshops and decided to go for it! I've
been taking Wednesday morning classes out at John’s studio in
Sharonville since August of 2021.

Upon first walking into the John Leon Sculpture Studio, it was
impossible not to be awestruck and inspired. I didn’t know where
to look first! There are shelves and shelves of John’s sculptures

— some abstract, some incredibly lifelike, busts, statuettes, bas-
reliefs — each exquisite, in and of themselves. My first-day jitters
were immediately put to rest in this relaxed atmosphere and
under John’s skillful guidance. I was under no pressure to have
any experience, which was a good thing because I only had sand
on my artistic resume! I purchased a block of clay, and some basic
sculpting tools from John and set to work creating my first water-
based clay sculpture. My first creation was a woman in a dress
with a sparrow perched on her hand. I loved the earthy smell of
the clay, the feel of it under my fingertips, and the fact that I was
using BOTH HANDS. I've found that my brain likes activities that
require both hands, as I'm less likely to get distracted.

My second sculpture I created in memory of my baby daughter
Nora who passed away in 2014. Nora loved baths and being in the
water, so I wanted to create a piece that I would display near the
water — perhaps by a garden fountain. I decided on a baby lying
on a bed of lily pads. Each week “she” became more and more

Nora Rose Yusko My sculpture of Nora in progress



lifelike. The process was incredibly bittersweet. I could have sculpted her with my eyes
closed, and sometimes I did, remembering each little pudgy fat roll, and baby dimple.
A friend of mine commented how dear it was that the same hands that took care of
Nora while she was here on this earth are the same hands that created this beautiful
work of art. That deeply resonated with me. Nora herself was the true work of art. I am
incredibly grateful to have known her, and to have been blessed with the talent to have

so accurately recreated her likeness.

I planned on having this piece cast in bronze, but that was a bit out of my price range. So,
instead, I decided to paint it to LOOK bronze. There is an amusing little backstory about
the painting process, which you can read about on my blog www.noraroseyusko.com.

Member News (continued)

After many gatherings and discussions
over art subjects, both Davids learned
they greatly enjoyed the work of Joaquin
Sorolla (1863-1923), the Spanish
impressionist painter and his unique
use of light — especially in beach scenes.
That led to a discussion about a painting
of our two sons, who were 4 and 10 years
old at the time. David Mueller suggested
going to East Fork Lake. It was a gloomy,
cool day, but the boys donned their
swim trunks and played in the sand-like
mud. After some photos, I went back to
the studio, and the work began.

Because of the unusually large size of
the painting, another friend from the
club, Greg Storer, loaned David Mueller
his studio in Mason to create the work.
The result was a very special piece of
art, once featured on the cover of Artist
Magazine and once displayed at the
University Club for a special exhibit.
Both paintings Matthew and Mark and
The Girl in Red have found a home with
us for over 33 years and we are enjoying
many more of David Mueller’s paintings
as well.

Certainly, the meeting and friendship
through the Cincinnati Art Club has been
a blessing for us and our family. Perhaps a
Grandchildren painting will be next?

A Special Thanks — A special shoutout
from Jim Conroy, Programs Chair.

We have so far had a great season of
presentations at our monthly Member
Meetings. Attendance has been growing
each month. Everyone has given us

new insights. Jim wanted to give thanks

to Richard and Shalmah Prince, Mark
Shively, and Marsha Sunshine who provide
the meals and hospitality services that
make attending these events so wonderful.
If you have not yet attended one of our
Member Meetings, give it a try and we are
sure you will be coming back.

Discarded Metal Objects Become
Sculptures — Can you imagine your
basement and garage filled to the ceiling
with found objects? Nothing gets wasted
by sculptors Karen and Kevin Houtchens.
“We spent years collecting discarded yet
interesting items. After retiring, we’ve
worked as a team turning unwanted metal
objects into dimensional art.” They display

As it turns out, I'm pretty good at
sculpting — and not just in sand! I very
much surprised myself! I wish I would
have embarked on this journey sooner,
but I guess better late than never!? I
continue to do the 41-mile drive to John’s
studio each Wednesday morning, and it is
the highlight of my week. It is a blessing
and an honor to be there. I get to work
in the studio of a master, alongside

some incredibly talented artists, as well

as individuals who are just starting out,
coming into their own, just as I had.

and sell their work at exhibitions and art
fairs, as well as doing commission pieces.”
Karen is also a fiber artist/quilter who
uses both modern and traditional quilting
techniques.

Art Supplies Sale — Joan Rothel is putting
her brushes down and her palette into
retirement. And she has accumulated

a lot of art supplies over her long and
successful career. She is holding a Big
Garage Sale and selling everything,
March 9 - 10, 2024, 9:00 AM - 3:00 PM:
display racks, frames, glass for framing,
worktable, watercolor paper. 529 S.
Revere Rd., 45255, near Beechmont Ave.
and I-275. (513) 752-2849.

Featured in the Masthead

The Masthead this month
features John Leon's
sculpture, Dance of the
Women. It is a bronze
companion piece to Dance
of the Men. The women were made to
express our physicality, our ties to the
earth and nature — Mother Nature.


https://noraroseyusko.com/2023/04/17/happy-birthday-norns/

