Friendship and Sharing Are the Real Story of CAC

You Can Find a CAC Friend in the

Most Unexpected Ways

By Aleisa Yusko

“I was showing my statu e of 'Nora' in a
small show recently at Braxton Brewing
downtown. While I was there, I met a very
talented fellow artist named Deb who

also had a piece in the show. The more

we talked, the more we discovered we

had in common. Deb had been a desktop
publisher way back in the day when I was
just getting started — so we talked about
all of InDesign’s predecessors — and all of
the perks and headaches of each program,
and on and on.

After about 40
minutes of talking
shop with her, I
casually mentioned
that I do the design
layout for the
Cincinnati Art Club’s
Dragonfly newsletter.
Deb’s eyes lit up and
she exclaimed, 'Oh my Gosh! I used to
do the Dragonfly! Now I'm Cincinnati Art
Club's webmaster!" Deb Marvin! We had
such a laugh! How fun to discover we had
even MORE in common than we could
ever have imagined!

Karol Morrow Will Be Missed

We were saddened to learn that Jeff
Morrow’s wife, Karol, passed after a long
battle with cancer. Karol was a friend of
many CAC Club members, and we will
all miss her. Jeff said the angel ornament
was from Karol’s first Christmas tree. It
is a nice memory of our friend. We wish
Jeff our sympathy. It was great to see that
Jeff is once again painting. The image of
Golden Cloud over Mt. Adams is one of
the 12x12 paintings that were auctioned
to support the Big Lift.

Amanda is Taking Advantage of CAC
Programs

Amanda St.
Aubyn, a
relatively new
member, grew
up in Caracas,
Venezuela and
graduated with
a bachelor's
degree in graphic design in 1985.
Amanda married in 1988 and moved to

Cincinnati where she freelanced for F&W
Publications and Container Corporation.

She started a family and taught Spanish
for over 25 years and recently retired
from All Saints Catholic School.

She says, “I am now pursuing my dream
as an artist and have taken lessons with
Eileen McConkey, Tom Post and David
Mueller. I have also started attending
sculpting classes with John Leon. I have

worked in oil, acrylic and pastel but want

to try three-dimensional, as well. I look

forward in helping with special events and

exhibitions."

My Newest Scratchboard
By Yvonne Todd

My latest scratchboard is from a photo
I took of foxes at Keeneland race
track several years ago. It was such fun
to watch their antics on and off the

track. Some horses, and riders alike
didn't appreciate the foxes being so
close, so there were complaints. Traps
were set but someone sprung them
before they caught anything. Thanks to
them I got wonderful references and
learned a lot about fox behavior.

Renewed Friendships
at Our Holiday Party

Louann Elliot toasts fora
Happy Holiday and a Big Lift

Christine asks Santa for
$400,000to seal

the Big Lift to All CACMembers
Donna Townsend takes Christine Kuhr
home an original Kay Hurley with Chef
piece from the gift exchange Richard Prince

Note From Dale Wolf, Editor:
Dragonfly is your newsletter. Last
month we asked members to send
us photo stories of get-togethers,
new works recently completed or
anything else you would like to share
with us. We will be publishing your
submissions on the Front Page of
Dragonfly to illustrate the wonder of
being a member of CAC. Take time
to have lunch with your art friends.
Tell us about your new paintings

or sculptures or other kinds of art.
Submissions for the February issue
need to be to us by January 15. And
remember, we exist for our ...



Coming Events

All Member Critique
January 2, 7:00 - 9:30 PM

Drop Off, All Member Abstract
January 2, 7:00 - 9:00 PM

January 8, 1:00 - 4:00 PM

Figure Drawing & Painting the Live
Model Course with Carin Hebenstreit
Mondays, January 8 - March 25,

9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

(no class on Monday holidays, 1/5 and 2/18)

Sketch Group

January 8, 15, 22, 29, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
January 11, 18, 25, 7:00 - 9:30 PM

* Cancelled January 4

Trustees Meeting
January 10, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
Members' Meeting and

Program / Brunch
January 20, 10:00AM - 12:00PM

Abstract Exhibition

Opening, January 12, 6:00 - 8:00 PM
Exhibition, January 13, 14,

1:00 - 4:00 PM

Sophisticated Fundamentals Course
with David Mueller

Saturdays, January 13 - March 16
9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Capturing the Portrait Course
with Marlene Steele

Thursdays, January 11 - February 22
4:00 - 6:00 PM

DAWG

January 30, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
Online Exhibitions
Photography

Associates

High School Plein Air

Fall Signature

ViewPoint 55

Spring Signature

Founders’ Week

Sketch Group
Portraits

Critique Group
Mt. Adams and Bevond

Non-Figurative

and More
Publications
Dragonfly Newsletter
Imagine

CAC YouTube Channel

January Brunch Meeting
What's Happening To My Paintings?
Andrew Hermann, CEO of Old World
Restorations will be with us on January

20, Saturday morning at 10:00 AM to

talk about turning old items into new.

The range of items covers a wide gamut:
damaged and deteriorating art, paintings,
picture frames, antiques, photos,
collectibles, historic documents, works on
paper, family heirlooms, glass, statuary and
more.

All the materials used in the creation of a
painting exhibit some degree of decay over
time. Paintings undergo change during the
first six months of their life, as the solvent
evaporates and the paint begins to dry. As
paint dries, a pattern of cracks can develop.
Surface cracks may also be an indication
that the artist used faulty materials or
techniques.

Basically, paintings are often composed

of incompatible materials, each having
different reactions to changes in relative
humidity, temperature, and light. Small
changes are absorbed by the materials
which are reasonably elastic. This elasticity,
however, diminishes with age.

Be with us on Saturday morning, January
20 to learn more about what is happening
to your paintings and how Andrew’s team
restores, repairs and conserves artwork.

The Morning's Schedule —

Social time 10:00 to 10:30 - talk art with
artists and meet new friends. Grab a
mimosa, a virgin bloody Mary, a soft drink,
or cup of coffee and find out how the
holidays went.

Brunch 10:30 - we will sit down and dine
together. Chef Richard’s delightful,
professionally prepared food will be
showcased on the serving table. Line up
and load your plate.

Entree and Dessert - Italian Vegetable
Frittata, Handmade Pecan Cinnamon
Rolls, Raspberry Streusel Muffins, Bacon,
Fresh Fruit Salad

Presentation - Concluding this five-star
brunch, tables will be cleared and chairs
moved up for the presentation.
Reservation Deadline: Monday, January 15,
4:00 PM, $10 per person at the door.
RSVP by emailing
dinner@cincinnatiartclub.com.

Calling For Entries: Sculpture and More

How often do you get your work
published? This is your chance.

Our February issue will feature
Sculpture. Beginners. Intermediate.
Professional.

Entries need to be submitted to
Dragonfly by January 10.

Be sure to include title, dimensions,
materials and any other info that you
found most fun about creating the
project. Let’s put sculpture on the map!

We will also be taking a deeper dive
into pastel, watercolor, and illustration.

We will be doing specials on animals,
figurative work from our workshops,
or if you have an idea for a special, just
let us know. We want to tell the world
about the art we are creating in this
Club.

We will feature work by those with less
experience and those who are doing
the best work in their careers. This is
your Club. Take advantage of it.

Send jpg images to dragonfly@
cincinnatiartclub.com. It is that simple.
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What is it Like to Attend Sketch Group?

By Steve Hart, a Regular Every Monday

There are artists who sketch with us every
week, rain or snow. And then some come
occasionally, when their schedule fits, and
there are some who have never attended
Sketch Group. You may not be aware, Sketch
Group is the reason we even exist today as a
club.

Sketch is our oldest tradition. Picture John
Rettig and the boys meeting in 1883 over
bourbon, cigars, and cards. The evening
eventually turns to art and the honing of
their painting and drawing skills.

Like artists over the centuries, our founders
worked from a live model as the most
challenging method of perfecting their craft.
At some point, that loose band of artists
began to call themselves the Cincinnati
Sketch Group until 1890 when they officially
became the Cincinnati Art Club.

Today, the tradition that started in 1883 still
lives on (although without the bourbon,
cards, and cigars.) Today, we call it Sketch
Group.

If you ask new members why they joined
the Club, more often than not they cite

the weekly opportunities offered by Sketch
Group. But for whatever reason, not
everyone follows through on those good
intentions to focus on their art! For those
members who’ve never made it to Sketch
Group or haven’t attended in a long while,
here are some reminders of what Sketch
Group has to offer.

First there’s the relaxing atmosphere that
allows you to focus on your work. When the
model is up on the platform, you can sense
the artists becoming instantly focused on the
task at hand: rendering the model.

It’s always a challenge, of course, no matter
what your skill level. But as the model takes
his/her break, the camaraderie begins.

Nothing like sharing your work-in progress

with a friend next to you. Or, looking over
someone’s shoulder as the model gets back
in his/her pose. It’s a friendly encouraging
environment, no matter your level of
proficiency.

Moderators Jeff Mosby (Monday afternoons)
and Christine Moore (Thursday nights) are
there to keep things running and help with
any practical issue. Back in our storage area
we have easels, drawing benches, chairs, and
other essentials. You just need bring your
paper, canvas, pencils, paints, brushes, etc.
And when it comes down to dollars and
cents, you really can’t beat Sketch Group!
Already a Club Member? The 100 sessions

a year are FREE with your membership!
Attend as often as you like, at no cost! Do you
have friends who are thinking of becoming
Members? If all they wanted to do with

the Club is attend Sketch Group, our $115
annual membership fee is a terrific bargain!
Compare that to what our friends at “that
other” art group in town charge for their
sketch sessions - $115 would buy you less
than two months of their sessions. Our $115
membership buys you access to 100 sessions
in a year PLUS all the other activities the
Club has to offer.

There are a variety of models - men,

women, figure, portrait. In the past we’ve
had occasional visits from ballet dancers, a
mysterious woman in a Japanese kimono, a
cowboy ... you never know. It is rumored that
Ben Franklin will be visiting us in January.

So, think of furthering your art and coming
back and see your old friends at Sketch
Group!

Mondays 1:00 to 4:30 PM; Thursdays 7:00 to
9:30 PM, except holidays.
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Club Expands Education With Experienced Faculty

In the early days of our Club, distinguished members such as Frank Duveneck, Henry Farny, and Herman Wessel taught Club
members. We will kick off the new year with four Club Members leading 2024workshops.

Education Chairman Gary Eith has gone crazy with the new program. Announced in a Constant Contact email, nearly 60% of Club
Members indicated interest in the coming year’s educational programs, also open to Non-Members.

Continuing Education instructors: Carin Hebenstreit, Marlene Steele, David Mueller and Workshops from Carin Hebenstreit,
Marlene Steele, Mary Beth Karaus, Saad Goshen and Jeff Casto. Which artists do you want to learn from? See our offerings on the
website: cincinnatiartclub.or

Hebenstreit is a renowned artist that
has painted portraits of some of the
most famous citizens of our city and has
been teaching both figurative drawing
and portrait painting for 30 years.
Hebenstreit's paintings are collected
around the world, and in galleries and

Karaus is also an award-winning artist
and a new instructor with the Club’s
faculty, bringing us our first still life
class. She currently displays her work
at Eisele Gallery of Fine Art and Wally
Workman Gallery in Austin, Texas. She
is a graduate of the DAAP program.

personal collections. You may have seen several of her works of Pushing the boundaries of traditional still life, she strives for
famous CSO conductors at Music Hall. originality and excellence in composition while still respecting
Steele has 30 years experience of the importance of classical painting.

teaching as a painter. She is known for
detalil to facial features and musculature
which make her male and female
portraiture unsurpassed. She owns
Steele Studios and is an alumna of the
Cincinnati Art Academy. Her works are

Casto is a graduate of the Cincinnati Art
Academy. He has been with SOS ART
since its inception. His current works
are mixed media relief assemblages

that incorporate found objects with
traditional media such as paint. He

exhibited widely throughout the region and the nation. Among
her many awards and recognitions, Steele is the recipient of the
“Individual Excellence Award” from the Ohio Arts Council.
Mueller is a seasoned art instructor
and award- winning national artist,
recently selected as an OPA Master
Signature artist. He has lectured and
demonstrated his techniques to many
organizations and taught painting/
drawing to numerous students both
privately and in regional workshops for over 24 years. David is a
graduate of The American Academy of Art in Chicago.

creates a safe and fun atmosphere for
people to do their creating.

Ghosn, is a retired medical professional,
educator, Professor Emeritus of
Medicine at UC, Saad is the founder

of ‘SOS (Save Our Souls) ART’
(sosartcincinnati.com), a Cincinnati-
based nonprofit organization whose
mission is to encourage, promote, and
provide opportunities/venues for all
arts as vehicles for peace and justice.

Figure Drawing & Painting the Live Model with Carin Hebenstreit

Continuing Education Class, Mondays, January 8 - March 25, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

(no class on Monday holidays, 1/5 and 2/18)

$250 for CAC Members / $275 for Non-Members
Carin will help you unleash your creativity with the ten-week fundamental figure
drawing and painting class, with a live model. Challenging? Yes. The human
figure has always been the primary way artists have improved their skills. This is
the same class that taught for 30 years at the Art Academy. Now this on-going class
is at CAC, at a lower tuition.
The class is a continuous year-long learning program, broken into five 10-week
sessions. Most of the students continue with all sessions. Just the same way as in art
school. But you can also jump into one or more of these sessions.

Because Carin works so closely with each student, whether you're a beginner or
an experienced artist, this course is perfect for honing your skills and unleashing
your creativity. She will show you how to study the movement and swing of a
model's body. You will learn how to draw figures using values to pull body shapes
into a whole. These skills will also improve your ability to draw and paint still life
and landscape subjects.

Carin’s teaching style meets each artist where they are and suggests alternatives
and improvements to develop their techniques. The class warms up with quick
positions from the model then sets in for the longer poses.

Information and Registration

(continued on page 5)
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Capturing the Portrait with Marlene Steele

Continuing Education Class, Thursdays,

January 11 - February 22, 2024, 4:00 - 6:00 PM

$250 for CAC Members and $275 for Non-Members
Marlene Steele is offering a
new and extended course that
will accelerate your learning of
portrait painting. She will help
you to understand the principles
of design to achieve sophisticated,
distinctive portraits!
‘Capturing the Portrait’ has been
extended to seven sessions to give
students more time to grasp all the
intricacies of the human head.

With a clear understanding of
how to position the head on
the canvas, to 360-degree views
of the subject, students will gain
confidence in portrait skills.
Marlene provides hands-on
instruction for defining major
face planes specific to the individual, color mixing for light
and different pigmentation, and more; the student will
leave with improved, sophisticated capabilities for effective
portrait design and painting.
Students can work in their medium of choice: oil, pastel,
watercolor, acrylic, pencil, or charcoal.
Information and Registration

Sophisticated Fundamentals: The Value of Values
A Tonal Approach with David Mueller

Continuing Education Class, Saturdays,

January 13 - March 16, 2024, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

$475 for CAC Members / $495 for Non-Members /

$450 for students of 2023 Mueller’s CAC Fall class

David Mueller will help you
sort out the nuts and bolts of
sound design principles in
traditional art.

This course is an on-going
developmental progression
that takes a student from
where they are to renewed
technical skills and a greater
ability to express their own
creativity.

It is a 10-week course, with

8 weeks of instruction and
two weeks of independent
study, with homework to

be reviewed and discussed
with the instructor. Students
should purchase and view
Mueller's on-line video
(Sophisticated Fundamentals
First Class Lecture - Part
One) as a PREREQUISITE
for registration.

Information and Registration

Opening Artist's Eyes and Mind Thru Social Justice
Themes with Saad Ghosn and Jeff Casto

Workshop, Two consecutive Sundays,

February 25 and March 3, 2024, 1:00 - 4:30 PM

This Workshop is FREE

What do I want to paint next? Subject matter and design
are the first things we normally consider when selecting our
subjects. As artists, we have a powerful ability to tell stories.
But what story?
There are issues in
our daily lives that
boil inside us, but we
seldom feature these
issues in our art.

SOS Art has joined

with CAC to teach

how we can take
these ideas into our art. This organization has sought to
communicate the importance of peace and social justice.

The Cincinnati Art Club joins with ‘SOS ART’ to offer FREE art
workshops linked to the theme of social justice using different
art techniques.

Social justice awareness opens the eyes and stimulates the
minds of artists. Join us for this enlightening, in-person, and
free workshop and jump into the powerful world of art and
social justice as we explore the captivating theme of refugees.
Reflect on the theme, get inspired and use your artistic voice

to create in response, using a new technique, an artwork
expressing your feelings, views, messages... shedding light on
your own unique perspective.

Saad Ghosn, founder of ‘SOS ART’ (Save Our Souls), will
present an initial introduction and group discussion. Instructor
and artist Jeff Casto will guide each participant as they explore
the new technique of assemblage/construction, applying it to
the theme of refugees as they create their own piece. At the
end of the course, the class will share their creations and their
insights, no matter their personal leanings and philosophies, in
a welcoming place for diversity of perspectives.

Information and Registration

Learning from the Master: Cooman's, "A Classical
Beauty," with Carin Hebenstreit

Weekend Workshop, March 22 - 24, 9:30 - 4:30 PM
$295 for CAC Members / $325 for Non-Members.

Carin Hebenstreit will
lead you through the
process of copying
from museum
paintings. The subject
for this workshop will
be the lovely portrait,
“A Classic Beauty” by
Pierre Oliver Joseph
Coomans, 1816 to
1889, He was one of Belgium’s celebrated 19th-century
artists. Carin will show you the techniques and methods that
have been used for centuries. She will give you insights and
strategies through demonstrations and one-on-one help.
Information and Registration

(continued on page 6)
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Plein Air Adventure:

Landscape Lovers Alert with Marlene Steele

Weekend Workshop, April 19 - 21, 2024,
Friday & Saturday 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM,
Sunday 10:00 AM - 12:30 PM

Flowers in a Simple Still Life with Mary Beth Karaus

Weekend Workshop, May 3 - 4, 2024, 9:30 AM - 4:30 PM

$235 for CAC Members / $250 for Non-Members

$250 for CAC Members / 275 for Non-Members

Join Mary Beth
Karaus for a
fun and laid-

Calling all landscape lovers! Join us
for a Plein Air Adventure where
we'll explore natural scenery in
light and shade to unleash your
creativity! Get ready for the outdoor
painting season with this plein air
warm-up that will awaken your
artistic spirit. Join us for the Plein
Air Adventure at the Cincinnati
Art Club. Whether you're an
experienced artist or just starting out,
this event is perfect for anyone who
wants to get started with painting out
in nature. If the weather is not suited
for outside painting the CAC Clubhouse will be available, and
photos (yours or Marlene’s) will be used. Also, the Club has a
side deck with views of the river and early spring. Marlene will
discuss the best practices and equipment for plein air painting,
picking a good location, preliminary sketches, transporting
wet canvases, natural occurrences, creature comforts, and a lot
more.

Marlene will demonstrate her painting methods and address

all your concerns with plein air painting. You will have plenty

of time to paint and get into the nitty gritty of chasing the light
and recovering from distractions. This is all part of plein air and
why it helps to have a 3-day workshop to get ready for this very

back workshop
where you'll
learn to create
beautiful
still-life
compositions
with flowers!
This exciting hands-on workshop will help you explore your
artistic side with flowers. In this workshop, you will learn the art
of creating beautiful still life compositions using flowers as your
subject. Whether you're a beginner or an experienced artist,
this workshop is perfect for anyone who wants to learn new
techniques and unleash their creativity.
During the workshop, you will receive step-by-step guidance
from Mary Beth Karaus who will teach you various techniques to
capture the essence of flowers in your artwork. We will spend the
first day painting smaller studies of flowers - simplifying them to
their basic values and shape. Day two will be spent arranging a
still life using just a few objects including flowers. Understanding
basic principles for the simplest arrangement will give you the
knowledge to make more complicated compositions in your own
studio. Each day will start with a demo and then you will take the
concepts to your easel.
Whether you're looking to learn a new skill, enhance your artistic
abilities, or simply have a fun and creative experience, this
workshop is not to be missed! So grab your paintbrushes and join

fun painting passion.
Information and Registration

us for two days filled with flowers and artistic exploration.

Information and Check Out

Looking Ahead to February:

New Taft President, Dr. Beaulieu to Speak at CAC

A year ago, the Taft announced that
Rebekah “Becky” Beaulieu became the
president and CEO of the Taft Museum
of Art. Becky will visit us at our Member
Meeting, Saturday morning, February 17
at 10:00 AM to discuss the future of the

Taft and how it benefits the Cincinnati
art community.

The Taft Museum of Art has long
been one of the favorite haunts for
Club members who love European art
approachably display in the home of
Charles Phelps Taft and Anna Sinton
Taft who bequeathed their home

and their substantial art collection to
Cincinnati in 1927.

This followed a nationwide search

for a successor to Deborah Scott,

who had announced she was retiring
after leading the nearly $13 million
structural renovation of the Taft. . The
Taft saw in Becky a perfect match. In
part, this was because at the time she
was serving as Director of the Florence
Griswold Museum in Old Lyme, Conn.
Like the Taft, it was a house museum
and national landmark setting, about

half the size of the Taft. She had never
before been in Cincinnati.

She will lead the museum into the
post-pandemic, post-renovation era and
brings a critical birds-eye view of the
museum scene with several books she
authored or she co-edited: “The State
of Museums: Voices from the Field”,
“Financial Fundamentals for Historic
House Museums”, and “Endowment
Essentials for Museums”.

“Well,” she said, “the state of this
museum is extremely strong. Covid

had a damaging impact on museums
such as the Taft that depend heavily on
attendance for income. But we have an
extraordinary collection, a strong Board,
a talented and stable staff, and good
systems. That gives me room to knock
the ball out of the park as we go down
the road.”
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Capturing the Essence of Stallions Using Light and Energy

By Johanna Kremer

The essential joy of being with horses is that it brings us in contact
with the rare elements of grace, beauty, spirit, and freedom.

— Sharon Falls Lemon

“I'love the beauty and majestic quality of horses,” says Tom
Post, who’s been embarking on an equestrian journey for
the past two years, “It’s amazing watching their personalities,
the way they play and interact with each other.” So far, he’s
finished nine paintings, but he wants to explore more.

“I'm still learning about the horse’s anatomy,” he says.

“It’s complex, like a human being. With every painting

and drawing I do, I gain more knowledge and insight into
horses.”

As a caveat, Tom adds, “But I do have some grace with my
style, since it’s more impressionistic. I paint very suggestively
— not literal. I have to be in the ball park — but I don’t have
to be exact. For example, if I can put you in time and space, I
don’t have to paint everything about you.”

While painting this series, Tom’s objectives are clear: “I'm
focused on three things: capturing the light and energy, the
beauty of the animal, and creating interesting mark making.”

“I’m playing with shapes and colors, hard edges and soft
edges, lights and darks against each other to tell the story. I
love that! It’s like playing with chaos and bringing in order.
Some marks are beautiful. Some are not. But how do they
interplay on the canvas? What is the effect of an opaque one
against something transparent. You got the abstract quality
of it — and then the design of the painting. I love all those
things more than the technical stuff of art.”

At the end of the day, Tom says it all comes down to this: “I
love painting impressionistically. A painting to me is just a
combination of marks, edges, colors, and shapes that give
the illusion of something. If I play them right, they become
something and tell the story I want to tell. I've been on this
journey for a long time.”

“A painting to me is just a combination of marks, edges, colors,
and shapes that give the illusion of something.”

Abstract Expressions Exhibit Opening: January 12th!

Prepare for a night of
thought provoking visual
effects brought forth through
dazzling colors, forms,

lines, and textures. Feel

the energy that emanates
from the bold and imposing
canvases. See firsthand a
genre of art that has a way of
conveying emotion beyond
representation and realism,
and otherwise not easily
expressed in words. The
walls of our Club Gallery will
explode with color as some
of the best abstractionist
artists in Cincinnati show
their work from the past year.



About Tom Post ...

Tom Post’s love for art began in
childhood. He recalls being inspired
by Sunday comic characters, like
Charlie Brown and Beetle Bailey,
along with Disney and Hanna
Barbara characters. By the age of
17, he was creating 12-foot window
graphics for Showcase Cinemas,
illustrating popular movies like 101
Dalmations, Star Wars, and ET. After
high school Tom attended the
Columbus College of Art & Design
and earned a BFA in fine arts. He’s
been a freelance illustrator and

fine arts painter ever since. Tom’s
clients include P&G, Chiquita, and
Kroger, and his portfolio showcases
package illustrations for Old Spice,

branding art for Mad Tree, and TV
storyboarding for Airheads Candy.

When he’s not telling a story for his

clients, Tom is telling his own stories
using his favorite medium, oil paints.
In 2001, Tom began teaching others
how to tell their own stories with his

classes on portraiture, plein air, and

figurative painting.

Throughout his career, Tom’s received
numerous honors and awards. In 2019
he received Greenacres’ Best of Show
and was selected by ArtWorks to design
the Samuel Adams OTR mural (2022),
the largest mural in Cincinnati. A
longtime member of CAC, Tom won
awards in VIEWPOINT 53 (2021) & 55

(2023). His art can currently be seen at
the Raymond Gallery in Hyde Park and
Gallery Veronique at Harper’s Point.
Tom lives in Reading, Ohio, with his
high school sweetheart, Ann. They
have two beautiful children: Nate and
Briana.

tom@tompost.studio, @TomPostArt

The CAC Critique Group: Walking the Talk

Ray Hassard at a Critique Session

Since 2019, Tom Post has been teaming up
with Ray Hassard to facilitate the CAC All-
Member Critique Group sessions. Critique
is held the first Tuesday of each month, at 7
PM, where members can bring their artwork
to share with the attendees, while Tom and
Ray lead the discussion. Both Tom and

Ray bring their own art to Critique to give
guidance. That’s walking the talk.

Tom says, “The CAC Critique Group is

a way to get out of your own bubble. You
have an audience react to your art. Some
comments from the group may resonate
with you, and you incorporate them. Others,
maybe not. We’re all just trying to help each
other along this journey of creating artwork.
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You may even be struggling with something
in your art, and now you have a group of
Club members to give their ideas that can
improve your arworkt. It’s like having a
fresh set of eyes on your creations — you
may pick up something you’re not aware of
yet.”

Critique Group member Jerry Saylor (photo
at bottom right) is pointing out that the
horse’s body in Tom’s painting might be a
bit too long. Jerry has been painting horses
for years. While Jerry and Tom paint with
different styles, they can still give each other
constructive critique.

Author’s personal side note: Since my
studio is on the same floor as Tom’s studio
in Loveland, I often get to see Tom’s works
in progress. He often posts his unfinished
work on his door. I take pictures of the
pieces. Itis fascinating to see how he works
with color.

I captured three examples of how Tom
gets the values established (in the top row)
before he applies the color scheme (bottom
row) he wants in the finished piece. For
me, seeing his work progresss is almost like
taking a workshop.

Tom "walks the tak" by bringing two of his horse series pieces
for discussion at the All-Member Critique

Featured in the Masthead

The Masthead this month
features Jeff Morrow's entry
he submitted for the Big
Lift auction, Golden Cloud
over Mt. Adams, 12x12, oil.
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