Coming Events
David Mueller Class

Intro to Sophisticated Fundamentals

December 2, 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM

Holiday House Party
and Painting Exchange
December 3, 4:00 - 6:30 PM

Carin Hebenstreit's
Figure with Live Model Series

December 4, 11, 9:30 AM - 12:00 PM

Sketch Group

December 4, 11, 18, 1:00 - 4:00 PM
December 7, 14, 21, 7:00 - 9:30 PM
All Member Critique

December 8, 7:00 - 9:30 PM
Trustees Meeting

December 13, 4:30 - 6:30 PM
DAWG

December 26, 7:00 - 9:00 PM

All Member Critique

January 2, 7:00 - 9:30 PM

Drop Off, All Member Abstract
January 2, 7:00 - 9:00 PM
January 8, 1:00 - 4:00 PM

Holiday Schedule

Due to the holidays, there will
be no Sketch Group sessions
on December 25th and 28th.

Online Exhibitions
Photography
Associates

High School Plein Air

Fall Signature
ViewPoint 55

Spring Signature
Founders’ Week

Sketch Group

Portraits

Critique Group

Mt. Adams and Beyond
Non-Figurative

and More
Publications
Dragonfly Newsletter
Imagine

CAC YouTube Channel

Will Santa Be Coming to Town?

Holiday Celebration, Wessel Gallery Wonderland
December 3, 4:00 and runs until 6:30 PM

You know that Jolly Good Guy. He can’t pass up a party with champagne
and some of those eat treats from Chef Richard’s pantry. To make it
possible for more of us to participate, we moved from the Museum’s
Great Hall to our Gallery and kept the price at just $10.

But don’t let that low, low-price fool you. The Gallery will be festive
with holiday decorations and Jingle Bell music will be blaring. There even will be
presents under the Holiday Tree.

Don’t forget to bring your small painting!
The walls will be filled with tantalizing paintings by members who want to get in on

the Annual Painting Exchange. Everyone in attendance will vote
for their favorite painting hanging on the wall, just waiting for the

Painting Exchange.

The three most popular paintings will win applause and a
magnificent trophy to put on their mantle at home.

For newer members who are not familiar with our Painting
Exchange: You create and bring a small painting. It will hang on
the wall where it will be assigned a random number. Everyone
who contributed a painting will then draw a number from the

Gary Eith took home
apainting last year.

holiday hat to determine which painting they will take home with

them. We all walk out with a new painting for our own homes.

The fun will be unmatched by any other holiday event this year. Join us as we tip a
glass of champagne for a good year to come.

Old World Restorations Turns Old into New

The professionals at Old World
Restorations are not only technicians,
but also artists, who use their knowledge,
skills, and creativity to bring new life and
meaning to the artworks they restore.
They also contribute to

the preservation and

appreciation of the

artistic heritage and

culture of humanity.

Today, they also use

scientific analysis

with microscopic,

ultraviolet, infrared and

X-ray examination to penetrate the
surface of the artwork and reflect the
underlying layers. IR light can reveal

the underdrawings, sketches, or outlines
that the artist may have made before
applying the final paint. It can also reveal
the presence of organic substances, such
as varnish, glue, oil, or resin, that may
have been applied to the artwork over
time. Once the scientific examination

is complete, the Old World Restoration
team brings their aesthetic judgment,
creativity, and sensitivity to make decisions
about how to preserve the artwork while
respecting the original intentions and
expressions of the artist.
Andrew said, “Since 1978, we
have grown and grown. We
started in a small studio in
Terrace Park into nearly
20,000 square feet in one
of Cincinnati’s oldest brick
buildings near Mariemont.
We follow the Standards of
Practice and professional Codes
of Ethics established by the American
Institute for Conservation of Historic
and Artistic Works (A.I.C.), using only
reversible materials and methods that
do not harm or alter the artist’s original
work. We believe that this sensitivity
and attention to detail is the hallmark
of quality restoration and conservation
treatments.
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President’s Message from Christine Kuhr

¢ The Big Lift ... By the Numbers

Has the dust settled
yet? Are the numbers
in? Yes and yes! We
can give you facts
about the Big Lift
Painting Auction
which was held
Saturday, October

: 28th. We advertised

¢ twice with Movers & Makers Magazine, we

: were interviewed on Mornings with Brian

: O’Donnell on WGUGC, and Pete Scalia

. featured us on Cincy Lifestyle on WCPO.

i We visited Mt. Adams Civic Association's

{ meeting twice and announced the

© auction in their newsletters, along

. with the free advertising with online

vehicles, Artswave, CityBeat, and

Cincinnati.com. Also, we asked our

i members and participating artists to

¢ send out the information and invitation

: to their friends and family. We did our

. best to get the word out without buying

. the Hollywood Red Carpet.

Club News

. New Member Survey. Kay Hurley and

: her team are working on a survey to

. make sure the Club is doing all we can

. to make membership valuable to every

i single member. This will update the last
- survey conducted in 1999. If you have

. thoughts about our Club, please send

. them to Kay so we make the survey as

i good as possible.

. Two New Members. Amanda St. Aubyn
: and Stacie Seiberling were approved

: for membership by the Board. We

i will publish more information about

i Amanda and Stacie in our January issue.
Comments on Politics. Under the Internal
| Revenue Code, all section 501 (c) (3)

| organizations are absolutely prohibited

i from directly or indirectly participating in,
| or intervening in, any political campaign

i on behalf of (or in opposition to) any

. candidate for elective public office.

{ Contributions to political campaign

i funds or public statements of position
(verbal or written) made on behalf of the
| organization in favor of or in opposition

! to any candidate for public office

| clearly violate the prohibition against

| political campaign activity. Violating

| this prohibition may result in denial or

| revocation of tax-exempt status and the

i imposition of certain excise taxes.

Over 90 artists took the challenge and
entered completed panels. We had
approximately 125 attendees. We had
$21,580 in Sales of paintings, $7,850

in Sponsorships gifts in October,
totaling $29,430 for the Big Lift event.
Thus far, Big Lift has raised $99,308.
Expenses: $13,641 (includes $11,516 in
preliminary expenses for architectural
plans, drawings, etc.)

We are EXTEREMLY GRATEFUL for all
the effort from our members and friends
to bring this event together. Special
thanks to everyone on the committee ...
it was truly a Big Lift!

Recent Publicity. Christine Kuhr and
Kay Hurley appeared on WGUC’s
Spotlight program hosted by Brian
O’Donnell to discuss the Club’s history,
mission, and the Big Lift. WCPO’s Pete
Scalia visited CAC’s Gallery to interview
Christine Kuhr about our Big Lift which

was featured on Cincy Lifestyle.

Spring Gala in Planning. The Spring
Gala will be held on Thursday
evening, May 9th at the Cincinnati Art
Galleries on 6th Street in downtown
Cincinnati. Catering by Funky’s. The
programming is in the development
stage with the enthusiastic help of CAG
Owner, David Hausrath, and Gallery
Director, Margaret Klein. It is sure to
be a wonderfully successful and special
event. Stay tuned and MARK YOUR
CALENDARS!

January Dragonfly features Sculpture
and Ceramics. More and more members
are tackling dimensional art and we
want to explore this medium. If you do
any sculpture, please (pretty please)
send photos and a bit about what

you are sculpting. Ceramists will be
included, too. Submit to: Dragonfly@
CincinnatiArtClub.com.
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The CAC Food Network Stars

Food Sensations Richard and Shalmah Prince, Appearing Every
Month at CAC

The Food Network missed him,

but we got him! We are on par with
the Cincinnati Club, famous for
entertaining the top business leaders
in the city. The exception being
that the macaroons baked for us by
Richard Prince are way better! This
happens because we have one of the
top professional chefs in Cincinnati
serving us our dinners and pastries.

Shalmah and Richard,

Our Food Network Stars
In our last Member Survey, you asked the Club to serve better and
more varied meals at our meetings. And you got it.

Chef Richard Prince and his wife, the lovely Shalmah Prince,
team up each month to bring us delicious hot meals and yum-
yum desserts. Incredibly, they are doing it for just $10 per person.
That’s lower than any run-of-the-mill fast food restaurant.
Shalmah, by the way, is a newly elected Cincinnati Art Club Board
of Trustees Member, chairing Hospitality. The first thing she did
was enlist her husband, Richard. She knew just how good he was
and that she could entice him to volunteer to make our monthly
dinners the best in town.

So, who is this Chef Richard and why are we so proud of him?
Richard knew from the beginning
that his life would be about

food and hospitality. After high
school he qualified to attend the

Ivy League’s most competitive
college for hospitality. The Cornell
Hospitality Schol is where he
perfected his culinary skills and
enriched his knowledge of hospitality
management. While at the prestigious
Lotus Club (the oldest literary club
in New York City on 66th Street near Central Park) he offered
guests a menu of traditional and contemporary selections for a
personal dining experience.

Richard Prince, Lotus Club, NYC

The Pace Picks up in Cincinnati
Richard moved from New York’s East End to open Mullane’s

Parkside Café, with his brother in the Clifton suburb of Cincinnati.

At about the same time, Shalmah also moved here from New York.

Early on, Richard also served as head pastry chef for the Westin
and the Cincinnatian Hotels. However, his real fame came as
pastry chef for The BonBonerie. He built a tremendous career
over 21 years, helping to establish the bakery’s reputation for
excellence.

A New Lease on Life

Shalmah and Richard first met each other

at Mullane’s where Richard won Cincinnati
Magazine’s Best Dessert two years in a row.
Shalmah was in love with Mullane’s chocolate
cream pie and Richard fell in love with
Shalmabh.

Richard’s Great Aunt Helen advised him, “If
you want to find the kind of girl you want
to marry, get into a church.” So Richard

attended the Clifton Church of Christ where the minister was
Shalmah’s dad. At his baptism, he committed his life to the Lord.
Aunt Helen loomed over his life ... Richard married Shalmah
there.

Richard acknowledges that it was the strength given him by his
faith that allowed him to face off with two demons that were
interfering with the life he wanted to live, alcohol and nicotine.
He went cold turkey and has kept to his commitment to the Lord
in a daily walk to end his walk on the wild side.

The AtHome Chef: Shalmah and Sparky Live in Food Heaven

Richard cooks all their meals at their
home while Shalmah runs the house.
Their Shichon puppy, Sparky sticks
around for food that falls from the
table. All the neighborhood dogs are
jealous of Sparky who gets the best
food crumbs in the city. This could be
what Heaven is like.
Richard maintains a library of over
2,500 cookbooks, visible proof that he will never run out of
recipes. But it is his imagination and creativity that he brings to his
food and pastries that have made him one of Cincinnati’s great
chefs.

During most days, Richard is at his desk as a day trader where he
beats Wall Street at their own game. His number one rule is to
protect his assets. His smart moves make this more than a hobby.
That’s a good rule for all of us.

January 20 Member Brunch
Our social time from
10:00 to 10:30 is a time
when we get to talk art
with artists and meet our
Chef Richard’s Menus

old friends in the Club
and form new friendships.
One of the big reasons we
all joined the Cincinnati
Art Club was to meet
like-minded art lovers. So
here is that opportunity!
Grab a Mimosa, a Virgin
Bloody Mary, a soft drink,
or cup of coffee and roam
the room greeting friends.

January 20 Member Brunch

Social Time:
Mimosas, Virgin Bloody Mary’s,
and Coffee for starters.

Entree and Dessert:
Italian Vegetable Frittata,
Handmade Pecan
Cinnamon Rolls,

Raspberry Streusel Muffins, irtl(i(gigr?evzce)gvgtlilselrt Cg)ﬁ\é r;
Bacon, Fresh Fruit Salad Richard’s delightful,

professionally prepared
food will be showcased
on the serving table. Line
up and load your plate.
Grab a chair and join in
on the conversations over
brunch. The brunch will
be topped off with one
of Richard’s famous desserts — this time it will be his raspberry
streusel. Concluding this five star brunch, tables will be cleared
and chairs moved up for the presentation by Andrew Hermann of
Old World Restorations.

Reservation Deadline:

Monday, January 15, 4:00 PM,
$10 per person



Critique at CAC is Always Encouraging; Never Discouraging

Tom Post points out areas where values need clarification.

CAC Critique Moderator Tom Post
proclaims, “The Art Club is the best
deal in town and Critique is something
nobody else offers at that level.”

He remembers when he first
participated in CAC Critique, “What
woke me up was Critique Group.
Mike McGuire was leading it and

had a background in teaching. Really
good painters attended Critique and I
learned a ton."

“I was transferring the rushed attitude
I had about illustration to my painting
and was told to slow down and think
it through, resolving the story that I'm
conveying. I also learned about how
to critique — find a positive, encourage
people to keep going and talk about
how to move forward.”

Tom and Ray Hassard now run the
Critique Group, which takes place

every month. There are many members

who bring every painting they do to
Critique, sometimes when it is clearly
stil in progress and sometimes when
it feels finished to the artist who just
wants one more objective look at the
work before framing.

Conversations during the Critique
Group set the Club apart, “We
challenge each other to push forward
with a better understanding of what
makes good art. Sometimes, a different
perspective from another artist can be
all the spark one needs to keep their
creative juices running. And that little
spark could end up being a year’s worth
of energy.

A lot of us were determined after
completing art school that never again
would we subject ourselves to this
embarrassing tradition of art.

Critique should be helpful but never
embarrassing.

Critique in the hands of moderators
Tom Post and Ray Hassard are focused
on how you might improve your work.
They will never speak down at your
work or leave you swearing that this was
a humiliating display of arrogance.
Was Critique Misnamed?

Maybe it is that Critique was misnamed
from the beginning. Maybe they should

Adding to Tom’s critique, the group members
also contribute useful comments.

"Cincinnati Abstract Expressions" Opens January 12

have been called "Feedback Sessions"
to convey a more informal way of giving
and receiving comments on our art.
Or maybe"Review Sessions" as 2 more
formal and professional evaluation

of art with specific and constructive
suggestions. Or how about "Reflection
Sessions?" This would indicate an
introspective or explorative look at
someone’s art, using questions and
insights instead of challenging the
individual’s skills.

We call it Critique ‘Group’ because

in addition to our moderators, each
session is attended regularly by aboutlb
CAC members who offer ideas for
consideration so you get more than

one person’s comments. Members like
Dave Klocke, Don Schuster, Martha
Howard, James Pendery, and others
come invest their own time every month
because they are dedicated to helping
every member be all they can be. They,
too, are good at this process and help
make Critique one of the most powerful
benefits of being in the Club.

Martha Howard adds her thoughts
on how toimprove a painting

January will challenge us to use our imagination and

creativity to interpret abstract art. Cincinnati Art

Expressions will open next month on January 12 at 6:00
PM.

Chairman Jim
Pendery has
assembled a big
show that takes a
giant step into the
unknown. This
show will push the
realm of visible
art. The subject
might start off

On the Upswing, Kay Worz inspired by a

landscape or any other normal subject, but the finished
piece real be the artists’ desire to focus more on the
emotion of the scene than the reality.

Cincinnati Abstract Expressions will take shapes, colors,
lines, and textures to create visual effects that are thought
provoking. It is always surprising how our artists can take
the same principles of art that result in representational art
and end up with art having a way of exploring possibilities
beyond representation and realism. This is a and as a way
of communicating emotions, ideas, and sensations that are
not easily expressed in words.

The walls of our Club Gallery will explode with color as
some of the best abstractionist artists in Cincinnati show
their work from the past year. The canvases are large, bold
and exciting.



What Can a Representational Artist Learn at this Exhibit?
Looking at abstract art can be enlightening

experience for a viewer, as it can reveal

someth ing about it as it penetrates into our

own personality, preferences, emotions, and

thoughts.

Abstract art can have different meanings
and interpretations, depending on the
viewer’s perspective and imagination. The
challenge on January 12 is to move quickly
around the gallery to take in the totality
of work created by CAC artists. Then go
back and study each painting, drawing or
sculpture and imagine it’s connection to
you.

What mood and feelings do these works
evoke in you? Do they make you feel
sadness, joy, energy, passion. How do
these artists speak to you? Is it the color,
the shapes, the lines? Is it confusing or
disturbing? Is there a mystery to be solved?
How would you convey your feelings in an
abstract world? Enjoy the creativity and
imagination of one painting compared to
the one along side it, or across the room.

On Abstraction

"The Fall of the Rebel Angels" by Bosch and Rubens

By James Pendery

The Oxford English Dictionary defines Abstraction (from the
Latin ‘abstract-us’ “drawn away”) in seven ways, of which the
fourth is “The result of abstracting: the idea of something
which has no independent existence; a thing which exists only
in idea; something visionary.”

In a certain sense, all visual phenomena are abstract and
equivalent. From raw photonic data, images of physical reality
are constructed,
and imbued with
psychological
meaning, which
influences their
expression. This
is the basis of
how I was taught
to paint; reduce
reality in all of
its complexity to
simple abstract
shapes of value
and color, with
edges. Assemble
them into a
coherent whole, with psychological meaning.

The Fall of Rebel Angels,
Peter Paul Rubens

Abstraction functions at another bedrock level: pure design.
All art is design, and design is abstract. I remember looking
at a Bosch painting of the “Fall of the Rebel Angels” and saw

Listen to the Flowers, Trish Weeks

Resurgence, Karen Schunk

Rollerball, Mark Schlachter

clearly that it was based on two concentric, overlapping circles
like waves, and that the figures just followed that. Similarly, a
Rubens piece on the same subject (“Oh Dies Irae!”) wherein
the figures just flowed like water along his design lines,
anatomy be damned.

Then there is just good old pure abstraction, like Franz Kline
or Kandinsky. And these artists I have always admired most of
all because they make it all
up. Every design decision is
theirs.

As a representational painter,
I always have the crutch of
aroadmap. I’ll vote for the
guy who can pull a rabbit
out of a hat every time. Now
much could be said for

the vitality and freshness

of this work, unrestrained
dynamic brushwork, vigor
and intensity, potent, raw
emotion, etc. Kerouac
famously said, “First thought,
best thought.”, and certain
schools of abstraction certainly exemplify this. But these are
specious arguments, as all types of painting contain these
strengths. Abstraction will always carry the day based on
design aesthetics alone. ‘Nuff said.

The Fall of Rebel Angels,
Hieronymus Bosch



Versatility of the Club Logo

We are Not Above Begging

You may not have noticed how the C-mark is a vessel to
contains different images.

By revealing different images inside the vessel, we
visually display the diversity of the Club.

The vessel is our strongest mnemonic — a window into
our soul. It is how we showcase our collective body of
work, both new and old. The bold “C” will become

a recognizable icon and part of our own lexicon:
Cincinnati, Cultivating Creativity, Community, Color,
Critique, Collaboration, Constructive, Canvas, Collage,
Collective, Conceptual, etc.

Over the past few years, the Dragonfly Creative
Director Aleisa Yusko has been selecting one image
from each issue to be featured inside the C-vessel in
the masthead. As a body of work, Aleisa has provided
a demonstration of our diversity.

So picture me, your Dragonfly Editor, on my knees begging for you to submit stories about your life as an artist. Do you see me

crying for stories?

Did you just finish a new piece you are proud of? Well, send me a photo and description. Did you win an award? Are you in an
upcoming show? Did you and another member have lunch together lately?

Dragonfly will be much more interesting if we all share our stories. This month, we had no Member News. We know you are

doing things. Discovering new techniques and attending art exhibitions. Participating in Sketch Group or Critique or one of
our project committees. It might not seem like news to you, but it is to us. The more we all share our stories in Dragonfly, the
stronger our Club will be. Send your stories to Dragonfly@CincinnatiArtClub.com.

Will You Be Our Ace in the Hole?

Poker players have a secret advantage
when they get an ace or other excellent
card dealt face down and hidden from
other players. For the Club, our secret
advantage is that you give your personal
resources to support visual artists when
they need help from other artists.

Most of you made Giving Tuesday a big
deal. You gave us a handful of aces.
You gave back through the Club in so
many acts of kindness, time, talent,

or treasure. The Cincinnati Art Club
members and friends continually shine
forth their creative grace. As a member,
you ARE the Cincinnati Art Club. It’s

6

that simple. Whether you take part in
our programming or dip your toe in
occasionally, you are important to us.

As the year-end approaches, we want you
to know that we are in line with other
non-profit organizations, asking for your
tax-deductible donations for General
Operating Expenses or our Capital
Campaign. If you can donate that is
wonderful, but we are also accepting
kind words about us, and finding new
members.

We will be launching a New Member
Drive this coming year. Your help in
encouraging other artists like you to join
this Club strengthens our voice across
Greater Cincinnati as the “voice for
visual artists.”

And, as always, if are going to make
charitable contributions before the Tax
Year is over, we hope you will think of
CAC. You can donate online, by clicking
on the DONATE button below. You

can also send a check to our address,
Cincinnati Art Club, 1021 Parkside
Place, Cincinnati Ohio 45202,
Attention: Treasurer.

Club Loses
Long-Time Member

Margaret A. Schrimpf, 84 passed away
November 20, 2023. Margaret was a
long-time Signature Member, joined
in 1990. Her husband, James, was an
Associate Member.

Featured in the Masthead

The Masthead this month

features an abstract piece

by Trish Weeks entitled

"Listen to the Flowers."

This piece will be featured
in "Cincinnati Abstract Expressions"
on January 12th.
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