
September 20th, Wednesday 6:00 PM 
Whether chasing the sun during plein air or working in the 
studio where lighting conditions can be variable, getting the 
right light makes all the difference. Most of us have learned 
some of the basics of lighting in our studios, that the lighting 
on our finished work in a gallery or on a customer’s walls must 
be consistent. However, our knowledge stops at the basics. We 
give little thought toward wattage, temperature, lumens, and 
lighting angle, or how it can affect or improve our work. 

Lighting Strikes Amy!  
Amy Laughead-Riese was sitting in her undergraduate class for interior design at 
Miami University when she had her eureka moment. She knew it instantly: “Good 
ideas are like little volts of unexpected static electricity. They are shocking. And you 
must follow them.”  

She founded 37 Volts Lighting Studio and 
has made lighting architectural spaces her 
entire life. She lectures internationally and 
is a leader in the Illumination Engineering 
Society. She sits at the vanguard of lighting 
technology and will share her experience 
with us at this month's Member Meeting and 
Program on Wednesday September 20th. 

(continued on page 3 )

Amy Laughead-Riese -- Shining the Light on Lighting

CAC New Year Opens with a BANG!
Catapult your love of art in September by attending events that will improve your 
own art. By being a part of these social events you will have the opportunity to meet 
up with old friends, create new friendships, aquaint yourself with beautiful art, 
discuss it and get inspired to create your own. Take a big breath and plunge in! The 
events are listed in the Coming Events calendar to the left of this article. Be sure to 
make reservations for each event and put them all on your calendar. 
Then, take another big breath! October will be here before you know it bringing 
with it another month's worth of creative, enriching events!

The September dinner 
meeting open with a 
delicious menu of Italian 
food from Catering 
Chair, Shalmah Prince 

and her husband, Richard. They know 
food ... and they know service.  
Shalmah said, “Changing the tables 
from small, cloistered enclaves to long 
communal tables, while improving our 
serving ware yielded positive results 
and feedback. I am looking to keep 
that positive momentum going. I hope 
everyone in the Club will come. The 
cost is low. The food is great. It is time 

Reserve Your Spot at Our First Dinner and Demo on Wednesday Night
for us all to renew our friendships at the 
Dinner Meeting.” 
Cost is just $10, at the door. Reservation 
deadline is September 15th at 4:00 PM. 
Email dinner@cincinnatiartclub.com to 
get your seat at the table.    
The Menu: Feast on Lasagna, Italian 
Potato Salad, Black Bean Corn Avocado 
Salad, Homemade Bread, and Lemon 
Bars.  
Nowhere else can you get a delicious 
meal and an insightful demonstration 
on artful lighting for only $10. It is pure 
Cincinnati Art Club magic!

Coming Events
ViewPoint Exhibition 
Eisele Gallery 
Opening Night, September 8,  
5:00 – 8:00 PM  
All Member Critique 
September 5, 7:00 - 9:30 PM

Fall Signature Exhibition 
Drop Off, September 7 & 11 
Opening Night, September 15 
Pickup, September 20

Sketch Group 
September 4, 11, 18, 25: 1:00 - 4:30 PM 
September 7, 14, 21, 28: 7:00 - 9:30 PM 

Debra Joyce Dawson Workshop 
September 8 - 10, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  
Register Here

Figurative Art Class With 
Carin Hebenstreit 
September 11, 9:00 - 11:30 AM

Board of Trustees 
September 13, 4:30 – 6:30 PM

Member Meeting and Program 
Wednesday, 
September 20, 6:00 -- 9:00 PM

Abstractionist Meeting 
September 21

High School Plein Air 
Mt. Echo Park 
September 23, 9:30 AM 
September 24, 4:30 PM

DAWG 
September 26, 7:00 - 9:00 PM

CAC Artist Exhibition 
The Barrington of West Chester 
September 29

Online Exhibitions 
Spring Signature 
Founders’ Week 
Sketch Group 
Portraits 
Critique Group 
Mt. Adams and Beyond 
Non-Figurative 
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
Imagine 
CAC YouTube Channel
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ViewPoint 55: Now One of America's  
Prestigious Art  Competitions

This year's entry by one of 
last year's award winners, 
Rosemarie Adcock, titled: 
"The Second Banquet of 

Esther."

The exhibition opens Friday, September 
8 with the Artist Reception and Awards 
Ceremony. 
This year is the 55th year for ViewPoint, 
and our second year at the Eisele Gallery 
in Mariemont.   

Three Club 
members have 
been able to 
divide the tasks 
among themselves 
to create this 
distinguished 
event. After 
eight years as the 
ViewPoint chair, 
Steve Hart has 
passed the baton 

to Joe Stewart, while remaining on the 
team. Joe and Steve were joined by 
Martha Howard who has also volunteered 
to be a part of the efforts. As the new 
chairperson, Joe explained how they got 
the job done, “Steve had maintained 
excellent records and has an in depth 
knowledge of how to organize the show 
and what the timetable needs to be. 
Martha was the key person who did all 
the heavy lifting. It was a great team and 
we had great fun together.  We will need 
some volunteers around the time of 
setting the show up, and at take down.”  

 Joe, Martha, and other volunteers had 
their work cut out for them. They had to 
process 421 pieces from 210 artists – the 
second highest totals in the last ten years. 
The entries came from 29 different states, 
a new record for out-of-state entries.  
Another record: 15 sculptures. Our five 
judges are now determining which 90 
pieces will be juried into the show.  
Martha commented, “We wanted a 
Show Judge who was still an active artist, 
someone from the region but not overly 
connected to Cincinnati artists. Deborah 
Joyce Dawson met our requirements and 
will choose five pieces for top cash awards, 
including a new award called the OKI 
Award with $500 cash for the best piece in 
Southwestern Ohio.” 
David Smith, owner of the Eisele Gallery 
and a member of the Club will soon be 
hanging the paintings and displaying the 
sculptures. He has an extensive client list 
which he invites to the show. Last year 
a record number of sales resulted. His 
gallery in beautiful Mariemont is an ideal 
welcoming neighborhood for out-of-
town ViewPoint artists to visit on opening 
weekend! 
ViewPoint 55 has established itself as a 
prestigious national show! We’ll see you 
on September 8th.

Hi Everyone,  
We are running as fast as we can. At the August 19th New 
Member Brunch, we went over all the regular activities we do 
each year. And it is an eyeopener when you read the list.  
Dale Wolf has listed the activities just for September on page 1. 
What this proves is the outreach we perform for the community. 
Anyway you slice it, we are an ART Powerhouse!  

And then there is what’s on the outskirts of our regular activities ... The BIG LIFT 
Art Auction and Extravaganza! (Thanks for stepping up to the plate and taking a 
panel to paint. That means everything to know you all have our backs. I knew you 
all would come through.) 
Our next challenge is to get people to come to the BIG LIFT Auction on October 
28th and bid on paintings. We will be getting the word out to the public through 
social media and advertising, but what is even stronger is for you all to come with 
your friends. Just tell them they’ve got to buy something. Everyone has been to a 
fundraiser before ... from Little League – to Golf Outings – to Rubber Yellow Duck 
events. It’s our turn! Let’s sell 90 paintings! Think about it!  
(Oh, did I say the panels are created by some of the best artist alive today ... just a 
small selling point, don’t you think?)
Yours in running shoes, 
Christine Kuhr 

President’s Message from Christine Kuhr

The Dragonfly is published for and by 
members of the Cincinnati Art Club 
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watch and assist if needed. No coaching is permitted. This is 
their work, not ours. And based on previous years, the work 
created will be brilliant. 

Judges will present award ribbons 
to the five best drawings during the 
Cincinnati Art Club Exhibition, 
October 8th, 2:00 - 4:00pm.  
The First place Winner will receive 
$500 and a Trophy for the artist’s 
school. Second Place gets $200, 
Third Place $150, Fourth Place $100, 
and CAC Artists’ Choice Award $50. 
The four award winning artworks 
will be framed and displayed at the 
Cincinnati Art Museum Education 
Center during the 2023-2024 season. 

The Fall Signature Show refuses to be ignored. Entries have not closed as of our 
Dragonfly deadline but we are certain that Wessel Gallery will be filled once again 
with great art for everyone to view. Among them will see “Out on the Edge” painted 
by Ray Hassard. 
To make it even sweeter, the American Art Society of Cincinnati will have their 
annual dinner at the Club in May 2024. At that time, they will view the spring 
Signature Show, which will be held over for them. They will award First, Second, and 
Third place ribbons. Winners will also be added to the permanent plaque in our 
foyer. 
Although our calendar this year is crowded with events and the Fall Signature Show 
opens a week after the ViewPoint 55 opening night, you will not want to miss out 
on this one. It is a perfect time for all Club members to meet up with one another, 
share stories and view some great art. September 15th at 6:00. See ya there!Ray Hassard, "Out on the Edge"

This is the Month to See Great Art

Mt. Echo Park, September 23rd - 24th 
The call for student artists has been mailed to high school art 
teachers. The competition will be on Saturday, September 23rd 
and Sunday, September 24th. 

To make sure all competing 
students can create under similar 
conditions, each student must 
work with the supplies that are 
provided when they check in on 
either Saturday or Sunday.  
They will receive lead pencils, 
colored pencils, ballpoint pens, 
color markers, 11 x 14 paper, 
conte crayons, and an art board.  

All work in progress and all supplies must be turned in at the 
end of Saturday. They will be returned to the students to finish 
work on Sunday. Cincinnati Art Club mentors will be on-site to 

First Place Tropny will be pre-
sented to the winner's school.

First Place last year, Addie Johnson,
 Summit Country Day

Greater Cincinnati High School Plein Air Competitions

It’s a New World 
Amy has been a leader in promoting 
the changeover from incandescent and 
fluorescent lighting to more energy 
efficient sources that also bring more 
consistent and controllable lighting.  
Amy will show us how our eyes see and 
perceive light. We don’t all see the 
same way. For example, a younger eye's 
perception of color is different than an 
older eye's perception. Amy will make us 
more comfortable with light engineering 
terminology and how this impacts an 
art studio versus an art gallery. She will 
demonstrate how different light impacts 
colors in our art. Amy will demonstrate 
how our perception of 3D objects, such 
as sculpture will change under varying 
light conditions.  
Amy's presentation will let us see 
with our own eyes how lighting can 

Amy Laughead-Riese (continued)

completely change what we are looking 
at. What happens when you create under 
one source of light and your buyer 
displays it under different lighting? 
What happens when we begin a painting 
on location and we finish in the studio? 
What kind of lighting was used in our 
photo references and can we duplicate 
light in a photo, or does it need to be 
altered? Amy will answer these questions 
and more.

Amy was invited by Program Chair Jim 
Conroy to "enlighten" us on the power 
of lighting -- that when done well, can 
create a transformative experience. 
By understanding the technology of 
lighting we can better understand the 
effects that it has on highlights and 
values. Amy will help us understand 
how light sources can impact our sense 
of color in our work. She will give us 
insights into lighting that we cannot get 
from any other presenter. 
Bring your questions about light to 
the Club at our first Wednesday Night 
gathering and Amy will help us see 
better. The September dinner meeting 
reservation deadline is September 
15th at 4:00 PM, Email dinner@
cincinnatiartclub.com.
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Debra is our ViewPoint 55 Show Judge. 
Recently, she took second place and won 
the Artist Choice Award at the Annual 
OPAS Plein Air Competition. She is 
a Signature member of the American 
Impressionism Society. 

This is a rare 
opportunity 
to have a 
master at 
painting 
outdoors help 
you how to 
see what you 
may have 
been missing. 
Debra travels 
the world, 

painting en plein air. Her style? On the 
loose side of realism. 

Debra Joyce Dawson Plein Air Workshop: The Harmony & Power of Color
Debra notes, “One of the hardest tasks 
I have as a teacher is to encourage 
each student to practice, build, and 
breakthrough what keeps them from 
moving forward. It is difficult to 
overcome what we already know and 
are comfortable with – even if it is not 
working the way we want so we can 
achieve a higher level of achievement.” 

Debra will help you turn your brushes 
into magic wands that filter confusion 
into basic shapes. Our ViewPoint 55 
Show Judge will take you through the 
process, from preparatory sketch to 
finished, high-energy paintings. She will 
pass on to you her delight in color, light, 
and shapes with dazzling results. You 
will convert buildings, boats, hillsides, 
or human figures into carefully planned 
compositions with evocative results. 

She is a working artist who can elevate 
your approach to painting outdoors. If 
weather turns bad for us, we will move 
inside and work from photo references.  

Her promise to you: Students should 
leave the class understanding that they 
have the permission and the power to let 
go of where they are so they can move 
forward on their journey of painting 
plein air. They will leave with an 
expanded knowledge of mark making, 
gain a new respect for the surface quality 
of their work, learn a few different 
approaches for mixing and applying 
color, and delve deeply into the exciting 
and often overlooked creation of edges. 

Register now on Eventbrite. If you have 
further questions, email  
workshops@CincinnatiArtClub.com.

Lynda Ewers, Retired Artist, PhD in Occupational Health and a past member of The Cincinnati Art Club. Sponsored by Carin Hebenstreit. 

Cindy Schoenborn-Young, Retired RN, BA Fine Art at Edgecliff and MA in Art Education at Miami and BSN at Xavier. Sponsored by  
Linda Jacobs.

Brandon Blangger, Graphic Design at DAAP. Sponsored by Steve Hart and Jeff Mosby. 

Dawn Jacobsen, BBA Business Admin, University of Denver, CAM Member. Sponsored by Jackie Benkert and Bob Hebenstreit.

Patricia Lynch, Sponsored by Steve Hart and Jeff Mosby. 

Janet Swan, 2016 "Resonate” at Bellwood, KY, Women’s Art Club of Cincinnati.

Getting ready for the New Year! 
Club gardeners did a phenomenal job 
sprucing up the front and side yards. 
Did you know there was a brick wall in 
the front yard? Clap our hands for Jim 
Conroy, Steve Nassano, Christine Kuhr, 
and Lyn Doll. Jim said, “Our next-door 
neighbors made a point of stopping by 
and saying what a beautiful job we did 
and several people passing by in cars 
stopped to say how wonderful it looks.” 
Mission accomplished. Next step is the 
complete exterior renovation and the 
Big Lift.

The BIG CLEAN UP ...

BEFORE AFTER

The Barrington of West Chester will host an Art Exhibit from 
Signature Members of the Cincinnati Art Club. The exhibit will 
open September 29 on the weekend of their Family and Friends 
celebration. The artwork will be for sale by contacting the artist 

CAC Members to Exhibit at the Barrington

Six New Members Join CAC

directly. The exhibit will be open during business hours. A 
constant contact will be sent to members. If you are interested 
in being in the show contact James Pendrey,  
exhibitions@cincinnatiartclub.com. 
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Our Chairperson of Workshops and Continuing Education, 
Gary Eith, had no sleep for the past few months. He has 

planned out a terrific 
schedule of Continuing 
Education classes. Time 
for everyone in the Club 
to brush up on their skills. 
Take classes with Carin 
Hebenstreit and Marlene 
Steele and later this 
season, David Mueller and 
Mary Beth Karaus. Never 
has such great teaching 
been available at such a 
low cost. 

Figurative Art with Carin Hebenstreit  
She is back for her second year.  Her first of five ten-week 
classes are already underway. Register now for her second 
10-week class. The big change this year is that she is taking 
her class from charcoal to painting. She will continue her 
emphasis on proper drawing but also teach painting of the 
figure, with an emphasis on catching the flow and values 
within the human body.

Marlene Steele’s Facial Features: Nose and Mouth 
A two Saturday 
morning workshop 
October 7th and 
October 14th, 
2023, 10:00 AM - 
12:30 PM on both 
days with Cincinnati 
acclaimed artist, 

Marlene Steele. She is a 30-year+ experienced, working artist. 
She is an alumna of the Cincinnati Art Academy, former 
Board Member and Vice President of the Cincinnati Art Club, 
and owner of Steele Studios, a continuously operating fine art 
studio. 

Because of the central alignment on the facial plane, these 
elements of flesh define essential character quality and 
expressive mode of the model. This workshop will approach the 
construction of elements on the underlying terrain of the skull 
and improve understanding and ease of design for the artist. 

Big Back to School Offers at CAC
The workshop will be conducted on two Saturdays at the 
Wessel Gallery. This is a five-hour total workshop over two 
Saturdays.

Gary Eith, the Club’s coordinator of Workshops and 
Continuing Education mentioned that this workshop was a 
natural outgrowth from Marlene’s well received, “The Hand 
Simplified.” These facial attributes are a challenge for many, 
including me!” he says. 

 The class will begin with instructor discussion and demos 
on these facial features. The artist student will draw from 
drawings and paintings and a live model. The student will 
develop a greater understanding of these facial features and 
of the face, in any portrait, painting or drawing, where the 
face is prominently featured. 

Nose and Mouth Workshop Details 

•	 Students are encouraged to use media they are 
comfortable with, and a suggested materials list will be 
provided upon registration 

•	 $150 for CAC Members and Non-Members. There is no 
regis tration service fees, you pay only for the tuition fee 

•	 Model fee is included  

•	 Registration/payment handled through Eventbrite, an 
online service (Eventbrite.com) 

•	 Deadline to Register is October 1st 

•	 Refund policy: no refund after October 1st, one week 
prior to start of the workshop 

•	 For additional information on the CAC Continuing 
Education and Workshop Program and this workshop, 
please see our website: www.cincinnatiartclub.org/
continuing-ed.

Register Early as this Workshop will Sell Out Soon!  
You will have no registration service fees, only tuition. Upon 
registration, a supplies list will be emailed to the student. 

You might want to explore the other workshops and 
continuing education courses offered by the club, or the 
other learning opportunities (such as critique and sketch 
group activities) which are benefits from club membership 
by visiting the club's website at www.cincinnatiartclub.org/
continuing-ed.  Registration deadline is October 1st.

Paint Your Way Into the Fun!
Imagine this! What would 
our gallery look like with 
a painting submitted by 
every member of the 
Club hanging on the 
walls at the same time.  
It could be the first time 
this has ever happened. 

The Committee recently asked for 20 entries. At least 60 panels 
have been distributed for the Big Lift Paint-Off so far. If you 
don't already have one, the team would be glad to order some 
more 12x12 panels so you can get in on the fun.

Our Chance to Transform Our Building Exterior  
We are asking everyone to donate their time, talent, and 
medium to create a word work that we can auction off to 
generate funding toward our goal. The 12X12 pre-wired, 
wood cradled panels are provided for you to paint on. Use any 
medium or style. You still have until October 23rd to submit.
Be at the Auction! Take Home Stunning Art for Your Home! 
Saturday - October 28, 2023, from 5:00 - 8:00 PM  
12x12” Big Lift Painting Auction at the Wessel Gallery 
Sunday - October 29, 2023,  
Almost Bare Walls Sale from 1:00 - 3:00 PM
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Featured in the Masthead

New Member Brunch Kindles New and Old Friendships

The Masthead this month 
features Ray Hassard's 
painting entitled "Out on 
the Edge." This piece will 
be featured in the Fall 
Signaure Show 

New Member Brunch Kindles New and Old Friendships 

We didn’t just join this Club, we became part 
of it. That was never truer than on September 
19th at the New Member Brunch. It was an 
opportunity for new members to meet with 
current members. Lyn Doll and Shalmah Prince 
did a remarkable job of developing the event, 
with assistance from Christine Kuhr, David 
Klocke, Don Schuster, and a delicious brunch. 

What did I get into when I joined this Club?  

Eyes were opened at the New Member Brunch. 
For starters, we are a part of a 134-year history 
of artists spreading our love of art. We are both 
proud of our membership and humbled by all 
those brilliant artists who came before us.  
Dave Klocke, Club Historian, gave us a tour through the years, featuring many of 
the artwork s created along our long historic road. 

We learn art together, and we share our love of art in conversations as we build 
friendships with one another. It happens when we go to Sketch Group or Critique, 
when we gather for our monthly program and dinner, when we attend art classes, 
or attend our monthly exhibits. We learned that one of the best ways to develop 
close friendships is to get on Club Committees where we work in small teams to 
accomplish goals that are important to all of us. 

When we join this Club, there is no end to the happiness we can create. Join in 
and let’s lift the boat for everyone.

Member News
John Leon Finishes Leidos Commission 

Over a two-year period, John Leon 
completed a massive commission for 
Leidos, a Fortune 500 company in 
Reston, Virginia. Leidos, through its 
scientific research harnesses the powers 
of nature for the betterment of all. 

 “I made these sculptures to be an 
arresting visual presence. I treated them 
as organic forms to go against the grain 
in a largely geometric environment to 
tweak and interrupt thought processes 
and to spark creativity.” 

"Rise to the Highest” commemorates 
the life and legacy of one of Leidos's 
most distinguished board members.  I 
made four castings, one for each of his 
immediate family members and one 
for the Leidos HQ. It is a 24-inch tall, 

bronzed sculpture 
that will grace the 
grounds at Leidos. 
“Hopefully, each of 
the many pieces in 
this commission will 
inspire employees 
to embrace 
creativityand 
innovation as they 
walk outside.” 

"Lead the Way" is a 
piece I had designed 

for an earlier project that never came 
to fruition.  However, its theme of 
competing and striving for excellence 
turns out to be a perfect fit for the 
Leidos Proposal Center Staff.  Bronze, 
12 x 12 x 6. 

Michelle Andrews, Finalist in Cityscape 
Competition 

Michelle Andrews took a major award 
in Artist Magazine’s 2023 Cityscape 
Competition with her 8x10 oil, “Night 
Stroll – Petit Champlain.”  

“I used one-point perspective to 
encourage the viewers to look down 
Petit Champlain, the oldest commercial 
street in North America. The vanishing 
point of the street and the placement 
of people were intended to portray the 
energy of the street life.” 

"Lead the Way"  "Rise to the Highest" 
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