
Like most of us 
who are members 
of CAC, our new 
president has 
been a lifelong 
artist. “There was 
something about 
art I understood 
naturally, but my 

high school art teacher, Mr. Huston, 
ignited my passion. It wasn’t a decision 
that I made. It was just put one foot in 
front of the other and try not to get 
eaten.”
Inevitably, those feet led her into the 
presidency of our Club at one of the 
most critical times in our 134-year 
history.
She knows the toils, pitfalls, and 
exuberance that art brings to each of us. 
She is a natural-born leader because she 
listens to people. “I know artists step to a 
different beat, they see connections and 
act upon them, and I want to encourage 
that artistic freedom so they can be 
successful and happy.”
Christine is a graduate of the Art 
Academy of Cincinnati, with majors in 
painting and illustration. “My professor 
and counselor at the Academy once 
said to me, ‘If I could draw like you, I 
wouldn’t draw like me.’”
Making a Career in Visual Marketing
Despite such accolades, she knew 
opening a studio and painting for a 
living was not practical. And practicality 
was an inherent part of who she was. 
“I had to make a living, but I wanted 
art to be a part of whatever I did.” 
It took Christine a series of jobs – 
museum exhibitions, computerized 
slide productions, and a stint teaching 
commercial art. She interwove standup 
improvisational comedy into her life for 
a few decades. That sense of humor still 
jumps out when she is in conversations 
and is one characteristic that make her 
fun to be with.
Eventually, she landed positions as an 
art director at two different consulting 
companies, one for 13 years and the 

next one that took her to a time when 
she could afford to retire. One foot after 
another, her path finally allowed her to 
paint full-time.
The Next Three Years
Now we will all support Christine as 
the President of the Cincinnati Art 
Club. She is called to fill the big shoes 
that Donald Schuster has left after five 
years as Club president. Don’s tenure 
led to the development of our 10-year 
plan. Christine will step in to make that 
plan a reality. Her first focus will be the 
renovation of our 66-year-old building. 
When Christine looks into the future 
at the end of her first three years as 
president, she sees significant changes,  
“I see a building that pops with color 
and artistic buzz, and I see a city with a 
new jewel in its crown!”

Christine Kuhr, the Fourth Female President of CAC

Fundraising for the renovation of the Club’s exterior is one 
of the major projects for this year

Christine chaired both the Holiday Party  
and Development

Coming Events

Board of Trustees 
August 9, 4:30 – 6:30 PM

New Member Brunch 
August 19, 11:00 AM - 12:30 PM

ViewPoint Exhibition 
Eisele Gallery 
Opening Night, September 8,  
5:00 – 8:00 PM  
The exhibition runs through  
September 30.

Signature Show  
Drop Off, September 7 & 11 
Opening Night, September 15 
Pickup, September 20

Debra Joyce Dawson Workshop 
September 8 - 10, 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM  
Register Here

Board of Trustees 
September 13, 4:30 – 6:30 PM

Member Meeting and Program 
Wednesday, 
September 20, 6:00 -- 9:00 PM

High School Plein Air 
Mt. Echo Park 
September 23, 9:30 AM 
September 24, 4:30 PM

Online Exhibitions 
Spring Signature 
Founders’ Week 
Sketch Group 
Portraits 
Critique Group 
Mt. Adams and Beyond 
Non-Figurative 
and More

Publications 
Dragonfly Newsletter 
Imagine 
CAC YouTube Channel

I

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/plein-air-workshop-the-harmony-power-of-color-tickets-667531714327?aff=oddtdtcreator
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https://cincinnatiartclub.org/community/dragonfly/
https://cincinnatiartclub.org/imagine-magazine/
https://www.youtube.com/@cincinnatiartclub2280


Board News
The Big Life Gets a Big Start ... with a 
$30,000 Anonymous Donation

Board Moves Monthly Member  
Meetings to Wednesday Night
The Board has approved moving the 
Monthly Member Meeting. It will still 
be the third week of every month, but 
it now moves from Friday to Wednesday 
each month. Note that January and 
February will still be a Saturday 
morning brunch.
Our Monthly Member meetings are a 
time to socialize and learn. For as long 
as most members can remember, their 

Joe Stewart, Christine Kuhr and Don Schuster are happy 
to receive a Big Lift Donation.

calendars have been marked for the 
third Friday of each month to socialize 
over food and then pull our chairs to 
sit in on the monthly presentation. 
Now we all must mark our calendars for 
Wednesday instead of Friday.
If you come on Friday, as usual, you 
will be two days late. Member Program 
Meetings will now move to the third 
Wednesday of the Month (changing 
from the third Friday). 
These days, more and more events are 
scheduled for Friday evenings. This 
has caused some of us to miss the CAC 
Monthly Meeting. Rather than trying 
to compete for this time slot, the Board 
has decided this change is necessary. 
We hope everyone will find this to be a 
more convenient time to gather. Please 
remember to reserve your spot on the 
third Wednesday of each month. There 
are two exceptions. Our January and 
February meetings will still be Saturday 
morning brunch meetings. 
We are looking forward to some great 
food and programming and hope this 
change will fit your schedules, and you 
will attend the meetings. 

When is the honeymoon phase over? I’m no doubt sitting by the 
pool slathered in sunscreen, thanking my lucky stars that Don 
Schuster did a fabulous job as CAC President and has handed 
me a neat and disciplined back office. But not just Don’s stellar 
feats. All the Board of Trustees and volunteers are committed to 
their responsibilities and working hard to make this coming year 
outstanding. 

Even before the start of the coming year (which, in my mind, is the ViewPoint 
show), we are welcoming new members with a brunch on August 19, and it is 
also for anyone that needs to reconnect with the club and those that may need a 
refresher (yes, we will have Mimosas).       
The other exciting change to the year is switching the Member Program Meetings 
to a weekday evening. They will be held on the third Wednesday of the Month 
(changing from the third Friday) to avoid competing with the many Friday 
evening events in town. Our January and February meetings will still be Saturday 
morning brunch meetings. 
We are looking forward to some great food and programming and hope this 
change will fit your schedules, and you will attend the meetings. 
If you hear some crackling in the distance, the sound of the Big Lift is starting to 
happen. We have received impressive donations. We have nailed down our first 
fundraising activity in October. The details will be announced through Constant 
Contact to all members. We sincerely hope you can support this event with your 
artistic muscles (that is the Lift part, we are artists, this is what we do). Be sure to 
respond to that CC with a YES! (I don’t mean to be secretive; I’m juggling.)
Yours in sunscreen,
Christine Kuhr

President’s Message from Christine Kuhr

The Dragonfly is published for and by 
members of the Cincinnati Art Club 

Cincinnati Art Club
1021 Parkside Place, Cincinnati OH 45202
(513) 241-4591
www.cincinnatiartclub.org
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High School Plein Air Competition Bigger Than Ever, September 24 - 25

The Fall Signature Show launches the 
Club’s packed social gatherings and 
learning opportunities schedule. We 
hope to bring all members back from the 
“Covid Vacation” to  be at the Club. The 
Signature Exhibition is a special learning 
opportunity for all members who attend. 
We can see the works, ask questions, and 
learn from some of our most experienced 
artists. It is a win-win for everyone.

Signature Exhibition 
Opens September 15

Lynann Doll will also serve as Membership Chair. Lynn is an accomplished 
businesswoman and owner of Frame Concepts. She is also a civic leader 
and advisor to the City of Montgomery.  “I am honored and excited 
to be elected as Membership Chair for the CAC and look forward 
to continuing the Club’s great tradition in the Arts Community. My 
mission while in the office is centered around the theme, Past, Present, 
and Future. I wish to honor the great legacies that Cincinnati Artists 
have brought to the club, create a rich environment for our new artists, 
and work towards a more diverse and inclusive membership this year.”

M. Kathryn Hurley is a CAC Signature member and Signature member of the Pastel 
Society of America. In addition to her award-winning pastel landscapes, 
she teaches and gives oil and pastel workshops. Cincinnati art historian 
and art critic Daniel Brown said her landscapes “are first and foremost 
sanctuaries, places of meditation, spiritual renewal, and beauty. The 
less realistic her work is, the more we are dreamily drawn in and want 
to stay.” She will serve the Board as Development Chair at a critical 
time in our Club’s history.

Steve Nassano, a veteran of the Iraq invasion, is taking on his second tour serving 
on the Board. In the pre-Covid days, he was Chair for House and 
Property. No surprise that he is once again in that same role. He 
will care for our clubhouse during the renovation. He is a Signature 
Member, a Capito School of Art graduate, and holds a degree in 
Organization Management. Steve said, “Thanks to everyone for 
having confidence in electing me to the Board again. It feels good to 
have Covid behind us and to be involved in the Club’s long-term plan 
to reinvigorate and excite every member to be proud to be a member 

of CAC. I promise to serve you well.”
Shalmah Prince brings deep training in art and experience to many Club committees. 

She has a BFA degree and has furthered her artistic development with 
studies at the Art Academy, Gebhardt School of Art, and the Student 
League. She has served on the Board for the National Portrait Society, 
garnered second place in ViewPoint, and curated the Cincinnati Reds 
Hall of Fame Museum. “I have found inspiration in being a member of 
CAC and enjoy working on committees ... even serving as a model for 
Sketch Group. Being a member of the Board means we can implement 

our long-range plan to create more membership involvement. I will chair Hospitality. 
Let’s all get involved and enjoy making art together.” 

Club Officers for This 
Coming Year

The first order of business during 
the May meeting of the new Board of 
Trustees was to elect officers of the Club. 
• Christine Kuhr, President 
• Don Schuster, Vice President 
• Christine Moore, Secretary 
• Steve Hart, Treasurer
See the complete list of Committee 
chairs for the year in the left column of 
page 2.

Newly Elected Board Members

The competition will be at Mt. Echo Park over the weekend 
of September 24 – 25. Students compete for awards and 
cash prizes.
This CPS partnership was extended beyond Art for Kids 
when Sally Mercurio talked with Dr. Rudnick, Fine Arts 
Curriculum Manager for Cincinnati Public Schools. He had 
no idea we had been running this program for years with 
almost no CPS students. CPS is again on board and will 
promote our event to teachers and parents to encourage 
kids to enter. We are also recruiting students from our 
suburban schools. We should have the highest number of 
students ever to compete in our Plein Air program. 
Don’t be surprised if you see TV cameras and news 

reporters roaming around our students and discussing our commitment to young artists with Sally. We are hoping for a major PR coup.
With all this attention and a record-high number of students entering the competition, we need a massive turnout of Club volunteers. 
The task is simple. Just walk around Mt. Echo Park and talk with these advanced high school artists, many heading to art college. 
Please, please, please put this event on your calendars and register now to help us pull off one of the biggest, most exciting high school 
art competitions in the city.

"Orchid Hybrid" by Karen Schunck was  
in the last Signature Exhibition
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studied at the College of Art and 
Design and Dennison University. 
She has traveled across America, 
Europe, Southern Asia, and the 
Caribbean in search of locales she 
wants to pour on her color with thick 
layers of paint. She can also work on 
the tight side of realism when she 

does portraiture.  Debra was a founding member of the 
Ohio Plein Air Society. She paints at many Master Class Plein 
Air competitions, where she has gained a comprehensive 
understanding of the plein air world. You can work in oil, 
acrylic, or watercolor.
CAC Members & ViewPoint 55 participants are offered a 
discount price of $395 from the regular price of $425.

Attending ViewPoint Opening Can Increase Your Intelligence
 Of course, by attending ViewPoint 55 you will see some of the best art your contemporaries have created 

in the past year. Some of you will have a piece on the walls at Eisele Gallery – an achievement all by itself.  
And you have the potential that the Show Judge, Debra Joyce Dawson, will select your piece for one of 
the top honors, as Marlene Steele did last year for her painting “Randy at the Wall” for Second Place. 
But Did You Know Your IQ will also get a Bump Up?
Looking at art can have a positive impact on brain function, emotions, and the nervous system. 

It can raise serotonin levels and stimulate the creation of new neural pathways and ways of thinking. Observing art can also increase 
blood flow to the brain’s pleasure center. Creating art can relieve stress, encourage creative thinking, increase brain plasticity, and 
impart other mental health benefits. Art activates different brain areas, including the kinesthetic/motor, sensory/tactile, and cognitive/
symbolic levels1. 
According to a study by the University of Westminster in London, viewing art stimulates the brain. From highly lifelike portraits to 
abstract collections of rectangles, looking at art stimulates the brain and puts our innate knack for organizing patterns and making sense 
of shapes to use2.
Do you need any other reasons to visit ViewPoint 55?  How about mingling with people who love art as much as you? How about 
congratulating artists juried into the ViewPoint? How about inspiring yourself to get out and paint, carve, sculpt, and pull out some 
thread and needles to create a beautiful piece of fabric art? 
It’s all here at the Eisele Gallery until September 30.

A New 3-Day Workshop with Debra Joyce Dawson,  
The Show Judge of ViewPoint 55 
September 8 to 10 from 9:00 AM to 4:00 PM
Debra is ready to take you on a journey of dazzling color, 

light, and the shapes of the outdoor 
world.  Categorically, she is an 
American Impressionist. What makes 
her work and her teaching special is 
her approach. She calls it “the loose 
side of realism.” 
Debra will help you break out and 
experiment with color to create 
exuberant plein air work. Her 3-day 

workshop at CAC will help you see color in a new light when 
she puts you through a series of experimental games. Debra 

The Harmony and Power of Color

Tricia Kaman is a Signature 
CAC member and Chagrin 
Falls, Ohio, resident. She 
has exhibited at New York’s 
Salmagundi Club, Agora 
Gallery, the Whitney Gallery, 
and hundreds of regional and 
national invitational exhibitions 
during her 52-year career as 
an artist and businesswoman. 
She owns Kaman’s Art Shoppes, 
the largest art and photo 
concessionaire company 
serving parks and zoos in 

Cleveland. Her photo also includes Marlene Steele, a 
former Ohio Governor’s Award winner.

Ohio Governor's Individual Artist Award 
to Tricia Kaman

Kay K Worz, former Club president, has received a Third 
Place award in the Contemporary Art Gallery online 
competition for her abstract “On the Upswing.” 

Kay Worz Snaps Another Award
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Setsuko LeCroix’s Groundbreaking Show at Contemporary Arts 
Center

Two oil paintings 
by Setsuko 
LeCroix have 
been chosen by 
the Contemporary 
Arts Center to 
be featured in a 
new show, “Voices 
& Visions.” The 
exhibition is the 
first in the Center’s 
new Creativity 
Center and 
UnMuseum space. 
The exhibition was 
curated by Yu Ling 
Huang to honor 
Asian American 

artists. Seven other Asian American artists are included in 
“Voices & Vision” with paintings, carvings, printmaking, 
ceramics, and sculptures. 
Setsuko is a Signature member of the Cincinnati Art Club 
and has recently served on the Board of Trustees. She has two 
paintings in this culturally significant exhibition: “The Chef” 
and “Maestro Isaac.”
Setsuko has participated in numerous juried art competitions 
in the US and Japan and has received many awards throughout 
her career. She said, “To be included in this show and exhibited 
in this new space whose mission is vital is beyond thrilling. I 
hope my work touches people and they ask a few new questions 
that might help expand their thinking just a little.”

Our Club was founded on the principle of spreading the love of art 
across the city. We execute this with Founders Week, ViewPoint, and our 
Continuing Education. We are now expanding our reach beyond the Club 
with three highly visible art education programs: Imagine, High School 
Plein Air, Urban Sketching, and now Art for Kids. These programs support 
our Club’s visibility with parents who love art so much that they send their 
children to the Club ... parents who are potential buyers of local art.
The Art for Kids Graduation Ceremony was attended by student parents and 
teachers on July 18 in our Wessel Gallery. It capped off the summer-long 
CAC program. Cincinnati Public Schools paid for a substantial portion of the 
art supplies and also and coordinated student recruitment.
Art for Kids was led by Club members Marin McFadden and Marilyn Bartos. 
They taught the kids about famous artists and the seven fundamentals all 
artists must perfect. 

Board member Kay Hurley realized that many of these kids came from low-income areas and would be arriving with empty 
stomachs. Christine Moore took over food preparation, funded by donations from Board Members. 
The kids were each selected by CPS teachers as having A+ grades in art. In fact, they were so advanced that after seeing their 
work in the first classes, Marin had to revise her curriculum to keep them challenged over the summer. Each student did a 
stand-up presentation of their work for their parents at the ceremony.

14 Young Artists Graduate From Art for Kids

Member News

The Board has approved a new event for NEW Club members.  
This event is called “CAC: Past, Present, and Future for 
New Club Members” – The Cincinnati Art Club has built up 
many traditions that make us a unique organization. And 

with nearly 300 
members. There are 
many moving parts 
that most members 
learned when they 
first joined CAC. 
President Christine 
Kuhr realized we 
need to help new 
members of CAC to 
better understand 
who we are, what 
we do, and how we 
can all connect with 

each other. If you have joined CAC in the last year or so and 
are wondering how you fit in, this is the perfect opportunity 
to connect to the Club. 
It is a 90-minute brunch and presentation that will let you 
access the value of being a member.
The new member brunch will be held Saturday, August 19, 
from 11:00 AM to 12:30 PM. Along with brunch will be a few 
presentations to orient members to the workings of the Club: 
Delicious Food – Shalmah Prince, Welcome to the Big Top 
– Lynn Doll, The Who and How of the Past – Dave Klocke, 
Irons in the Fire – Christine Kuhr, and The Stage of Grace – 
Don Schuster.
Reserve your seat at this new Club event at membership@
CincinnatiArtClub.com.

Board Creates New Event for  
New Members
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The Masthead this month 
features Kay Worz's award 
winning painting entitled 
"On the Upswing." It is 
40"x30", Acrylic on Canvas.

Featured in the Masthead

Open the envelope and pour some Carin Hebenstreit on your canvas. Suddenly, you 
will be drawing and painting from a live model and your work will be better than ever 
before. That’s true whether you are novice or experienced. The class begins October 2, 
every Monday, from 9:30 to Noon.
Saying that Carin is the most experienced figurative art teacher in Cincinnati is not 
hype. She has been teaching figurative and portrait art for 30 years at the Art Academy.
She moved her class to help launch CAC’s goal of offering year-long programs, exactly 
as she once did at the Academy. Ten of her students moved right along with her (they 
wouldn’t do that unless she was improving their skills).
Transitioning from Charcoal to Paint 
Carin’s classes run all year long, much like a College Art School, in 10-week semesters. 
She will open each class with instruction in drawing fundamentals, and then transition 
to figurative painting in oil, acrylic, or pastel.
For more details, see your Constant Contact email bulletin or email Gary Eith at 
continuingeducation@CincinnatiArtClub.com.

Carin Hebenstreit is Like Drinking Miracle-Gro for Artists

Velma Morris, age 
85, passed away on 
Monday, May 29, 2023 
with her loving family 
by her side. Velma 
Morris has exhibited 
her work since 1966 
and has won many 

awards. She was also an Honorary 
Member of WACC and served twice 

We have now established an ongoing partnership with the Cincinnati Public School 
System. This happened when we made a personal connection with the CPS Fine 
Arts Curriculum Manager, Dr. Isidore Rudnick. Dr. Rudnick commented, “No other 
organization in Cincinnati is doing this much to help our students improve their 
artistic and creative thinking skills. We are grateful that the Cincinnati Art Club 
strongly commits to developing young artists.”  This partnership will enable CAC to 
illustrate donors supporting our Exterior Renovation Campaign that our members are 
contributing to the well-being of Greater Cincinnati. 

CAC-CPS Partnership Extension of Visibility to  
People who Support the Arts

Two Former Members Have Passed

I had a conversation with a local gallery owner and asked why they don’t represent more local artists. This owner is 
convinced that it is necessary to go out of town to find artists from cities perceived to be hot creative markets. The 
owner did not see Greater Cincinnati in that list.
Of course, this gallery owner is wrong. We have tremendous artists here at home. We need to change perceptions. 
Cincinnati has always been the Queen City, in part because we have three nationally known art museums. We have 
universities with strong art education programs. Many artists come here to study art and then stay here because this is 
a wonderful place to live and work. The art talent is plentiful here in Cincy.
Creating visibility for locally produced art is a primary task for CAC. Collectively we can do things that individual artists 
cannot do. That is why we created Imagine Magazine. It is emerging as a strong  voice for local artists. But shaving 

perceptions of some gallery owners and of many art collectors is no easy task
Our next goal for Imagine is to vastly expand the number of people who subscribe to Imagine.
You can help. If you have not yet subscribed to Imagine, please go to our website and register today.
You can help spread the word about Imagine.  You can forward Imagine to your own email list and post to your own social media. Let your 
friends and associates know it is free and that it is the only magazine that will keep them up to date on the local arts community.
We will be looking into other strategies this year to help change perceptions. If you would like to help us, please contact us at  
Imagine@CincinnatiArtClub.com.

as their president.  She was the first 
black artist to receive a solo exhibition 
at Closson’s Art Gallery in 1995. 
Velma pursued her passion for art 
while raising her family and working 
at McAlpin's in the custom drapery 
department until her retirement in 
2000. She then began teaching art at 
Baker Hunt.

Creating Visibility for Artists

Jim Gabel, 83, passed 
away on Monday, May 
22, 2023. He is survived 
by his wife, Lola Gabel, 
and daughter, Kimberly 
(James). Jim joined 
the Cincinnati Art 
Club in 1980 and was a 

regular at Sketch Group. We extend our 
sympathies to their families.
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