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Coming Events
All Events Subject to Covid-19 Rules
Abstract Online Exhibition
Currently on the website
Associates Art Exhibition
November 6 Online
Entry deadline November 1
Monthly Lecture Series
Limited Attendance, Reservation Needed
A John Ruthven Retrospective 
November 20, 7:00 PM
Board of Trustees
November 11, 4:30 PM
Afternoon Critique Session
Limited Attendance (10), Reservation Needed 
Thursday, November 12, 1:00 – 3:30 PM

Coming Soon
Holiday Art Sale, December 5 & 6
Sale Hours: 1:00 to 5:00, both days
No Lecture Series in December

Digital Art & Photography Exhibition
January 6 Online
Holiday Brunch & Artwork Exchange
At the Cincinnati Art Museum
Curator Tour of Duveneck Exhibition
Saturday, January 16

Advance Your Art
Sketch Group
Limited Attendance, Reservation Needed
Mondays, 1:00pm – 4:30 PM
Thursdays, 7:00 – 9:30 PM
Facilitator: Jerry Saylor
Critique Sessions
Limited Attendance, Reservation Needed
1st and 3rd Tuesday of each month
7:00pm – 9:30 PM
2nd Thursday, 1:00 – 3:30 PM
Facilitators: Ray Hassard & Tom Post
DAWG Digital Art Working Group
Last Tuesday of each month,
currently via Zoom
Facilitator: Lisa Koepke
Abstractionists
November 19, 7:00 PM
currently via Zoom
Facilitator: Eileen McConkey

DeVere Burt has earned a staggering 
number of awards and honors over the last 
40 years – but all pale to his more than 
50-year friendship with legendary artist 
and Honorary Signature Member, John 
Ruthven.
DeVere will deliver A John Ruthven 
Retrospective as the Cincinnati Art Club’s 
Monthly Lecture/Demo Series to be held at 
the CAC on Friday, November 20 at 7 p.m. 
DeVere plans to discuss stories “behind the 
scenes” on some of Ruthven’s paintings as 
well as presenting how John went about his 
painting process.

DeVere is a Signature member of CAC, a member of the Society of Animal Artists, founder 
of the Masterworks for Nature group, founding trustee of the Susan Kathleen Black 
Foundation, trustee of The Cincinnati Nature Center, a Commissioner for Great Parks of 
Hamilton County, and Director Emeritus of the Cincinnati Museum of Natural History 
and Science.
While at the museum, he and Ruthven participated in two expeditions to search for rare 
birds, both known from only one record. He also accompanied Ruthven on eight trips to the 
Choctawhatchee River on Florida’s panhandle in search of the Ivory Billed Woodpecker.
DeVere will regale us with his stories and personal insights into one of our most famous Club 
members. It will be a presentation you will regret not attending. COVID restrictions apply 
so attendance is limited, reservations will be necessary, and masks are required. Make your 
reservation request by November 16 to diner@cincinnatiartclub.com.

A John Ruthven Retrospective at November Meeting

John and DeVere at Reception

Anticipation, Dale Wolf

The Fall Associate Exhibition will open online this year, 
featuring works created by our Associate members over the past 
year. November 6. Entry deadline is November 1. See Coming 
Events sidebar for details.
Visit All Our Online Exhibitions– While Covid-related 
requirements continue, our Exhibitions have moved online. Links 
to open each Exhibit are all available at the bottom of our website 
homepage. We will keep these Exhibits open to the public so you 
can explore the creativity of our Club members.

Associate Member Show, November 6

Activities of the Cincinnati Art Club are currently starting back up with certain COVID-19 Restrictions. Please look for notifications 
from the Club through EMAIL and check with the Club website for resumption of our schedule. www.cincinnatiartclub.com

The Holiday Sale is scheduled for December 5 and 6 at the Cincinnati Art Club. Sale hours 
are 1 – 5 PM both days. One or two tables can be rented at a low cost. All purchases will 
be between the artist and their customer. The expectation is that the artists may provide 
a donation to the Club on any successful transaction. This is a great opportunity to both 
sell and purchase art created by Club members. A list of participating artists will be in an 
upcoming Club Bulletin. We hope to see you there!

Holiday Art Sale, December 5 & 6
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President’s Message from Don Schuster
Trying to Reason with COVID Season
October was a devastating month with the loss of so many big 
names in the Club. Though not all were attributable to Covid-
19, some were, and it strikes us particularly hard when we 
can’t see them and let them know what they mean to us. One 
of the things that makes the Cincinnati Art Club so special, is 
the wide-ranging age of our membership. Talent, knowledge 
and wisdom is there for us to tap.
Some key positions are in need of filling and can be done from 
home or on your own schedule:
• Dragonfly is in need of a Production Artist and we can 
supply the computer program and training. It’s taking about 8 
hours a month to assemble the newsletter.

• Do you have web design or management experience and want to help the Club out? We 
are about to launch a new website and it will be MUCH easier to manage and have more 
features.
• Have you set up video and audio for broadcast over Zoom? Made videos for YouTube? 
We may need your input and expertise. The Club would like to record our Programs, Demos 
and Workshops for online or later viewing. Members of the Board don’t have the know-how 
and can use some help!
We’ve just had three members step forward and become a Library Committee. A big thanks 
to Donna Bross, Bonnine Lee Davis and Susan Friedmann! They’re going to tackle the large 
influx of gifted books, organize the shelves and get things straightened up again. You may 
want to take a gander at what’s in the Library!
Your participation as a Member can make so much happen!
Yours in artistic endeavor,
Don

Four High School Artists Awarded at 4th HSPA
The Cincinnati Art Club and Greenacres Foundation presented awards to four area high 
school art students at the fourth annual Greater Cincinnati High School Art Students 
Plein Air Art Competition. This event is held as a community outreach program to 
encourage art students to work from life in the outdoor environment, but this year had 
special significance as the pandemic stretches the limits of classroom and virtual art teaching 
at the high school level.
Winners were Emma Day, Ursuline 
Academy; Landden Hill, Northwest High 
School; Sofie Bill, Seton High School; and 
Caitlyn Hyland, St. Ursula Academy. Their 
work will be on display for the public at 
the Cincinnati Art Museum’s Rosenthal 
Education Center. A special drawing was 
held to award a high-quality studio easel 

which went to Izzy Wetherall, Sycamore 
High School.
Comittee Chair, Sally Mercurio thanks 
Greg Albert, Sheila and David Fleischer, 
Steve Hart, Christine Kuhr, Marlene Steele 
and Jeff Mosby for acting as Mentors to the 
student artists. Josie Gearhart and Jamie 
Markle assisted with judging the exhibition. 
Marlene Steele hung the show.

First Place Award Winner, Emma Day

Easel winner, Izzy Wetherall, Don Schuster & 
Steve Schatz, Greenacres Foundation

Looking Back to October
We need a Member, 
or members, who 
know how to set up 
audio and video 
to help us record 
and broadcast 
Presentations.

We are exploring 
the possibilities of 
videotaping our 
presenters and 
posting them on 
YouTube and Zoom, 
so all of us have the 
opportunity to attend 
online.

Please if you have the 
capability, contact 
Don Schuster.

The Cedric Cox Lecture– Michael Paolercio, Programs Chair, has had to deal with the impact of Covid. When 
meals at our meetings became impossible, he switched our format to a Lecture Series. It is our attempt to continue 
providing educational experiences amidst masks and social distancing.

The first presenter in our Lecture Series was Cedric Cox, one of the 
most successful Cincinnati abstract artist. Of course, most of us were 
not able to be there, but perhaps a few notes taken by Terri Schmitt 
will enlighten. 
Terri says she was “blown away” by the talk. Here are a few of the 
notes she captured as Cedric presented his approach to abstract art.
Cox grew up in a household that valued art and culture. He had 
an early appreciation for masters and draws from the work of other 
artists for inspiration: Lionel Feininger, John Biggers, Franz  Marc, 
Juan Gris, Magritte, Picasso, Bradley Thomas Walker, Turner, 
Paul Klee, Frank Stella, Brian Joiner, Alphonse Mucha, Richard 
Diebencorn. 

He begins with sketches, and his finished paintings contain many of his smaller line drawings, sized up to the canvas. 
His inspiration comes from music, anatomy, street scenes and rhythms, architecture, prophecy, creation stories, 
mythology and other things. His interpretations of paintings by Juan Gris and Richard Diebenkorn feed into his 
approach to composition and style. His talk revealed how traditional landscape paintings that hold luminosity and 
abstract composition become part of his work.

The Club Loses Four Signature Members

John Ruthven, October 11, 2020
Honorary Signature member John A. 
Ruthven died at 95. He was an internationally 
celebrated master wildlife artist, naturalist, 
author, and lecturer. He was awarded the 
National Medal of Art by President Bush 
in 2004. Like Frank Duveneck, he brought 
fame to this city and to the Cincinnati Art 
Club.
Often called the “20th Century Audubon,” 
Ruthven used many of the same techniques 
as the famed John James Audubon, the 
American ornithologist, artist and naturalist 
of the late 18th and early 19th centuries. 
From youth, Ruthven never doubted he 
would be an artist. “I continually took my 
sketch pad with me wherever I went.” In 
search of wildlife for his paintings, John 
climbed mountains and crossed streams in 
the Philippines, camped across Africa and 
trekked through Alaska. He was the first 
person to see and paint the Panay Striped 
Babbler in the wild in the Philippines.
 Martha, the Last Passenger Pigeon was created 
to commemorate the 100th anniversary 
of Martha’s death, and the extinction of 
the species. Ruthven’s three-story mural 

of his original painting of Martha is at the 
corner of Seventh and Vine streets. Ruthven 
climbed the scaffolding with student artists 
to create the tribute.

Gene Hinckley, September 18, 2020
Gene Hinckley, one of the Club’s most 
revered members, joined the Club in 1971 
and immediately got involved in Club 
government. He served as president held 
every seat on the Board, except Treasurer 
and most of them he held several times. 
Gene is remembered by David Mueller: 
”As one that shared many hours with Gene, 
both at the Club and in his home, I can tell 
you firsthand, how sincerely dedicated and 
passionate he was to art and to the Club. He 
dedicated innumerable hours to preserving 
the history of the Cincinnati Art Club. His 
skills as a portrait painter were only eclipsed 
by his generosity as a friend and fellow Club 
member. I was the beneficiary of countless 
caring hours of assistance as a young 
emerging artist and eternally grateful of his 
mentorship in the Club, in art and in life.”

Les Miley, October 10, 2020
Signature Member and active leader in the 
Club through the late 80’s, Les died from 

complications with Covid-
19, age 87. He leaves his 
wife, Joan, also a Signature 
member as they both shared 
their love of art for the 31 
years they were married. 
Joan had been unable to 
visit Les at his nursing 

home due to isolation caused by the Covid 
virus. He was a retired employee of many 
years of Nielsen Lithography after serving in 
the Navy during the Korean War. Art was 
a passion of his. He was twice President of 
the Cincinnati Art Club and enjoyed golfing.

Dorothy Marie ‘Dee’ Fagedes, October 9, 2020
Signature Member 
Dee passed just after 
the family celebrated 
her 88th Birthday. She 
attended Ohio Dominican 
University in Columbus, 
Ohio, when her family 

relocated to Lancaster, Ohio. While in 
college, she met the love of her life, Harry 
on a blind date, married, and traveled to 
meet her new husband in Europe as he 
served as a naval officer aboard the aircraft 
carrier, USS Intrepid. With degrees in both 
art and music, Dee excelled as both a piano 
teacher and as an accomplished artist in 
all mediums. Her artwork won numerous 
awards in juried competitions throughout 
Ohio and Kentucky.
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Natalie Henry Joins Club
Natalie Henry has been 
accepted by the Board as a 
new Associate. She studied at 
Wright State University and 
DAAP. Her career involves 
indie film production and her 

preferred art media are pastel, graphite and 
acrylic. She is also a member of Women in 
Film|Cincinnati.

Sculptor Mark Schlachter
New Signature Member

Mark Schlachter’s 
abstract metal 
sculptures range from 
diminutive desk top 
works made of steel 
and brass to 10-foot 

forms for outdoor placements. Mark’s 
Heavy Metal contemporary works are held 
in collections across the nation and in three 
countries abroad.
Mark Daly on Top

Empire Evening, 
View from the 
Salmagundi Club 
was selected as 
Best Nocturne, 
Sunrise, Sunset 
winner in the 
10th Annual 
PleinAir 
Salon Art 
Competition 

Seeds of Success a Success
The Club joined up with Springer School 
and their Seeds of Success auction to 
support school programs to empower 
students with learning disabilities to lead 
successful lives. Jan Boone chaired this 
community outreach initiative. Club 
members contributing paintings for the 
auction include: Nancy Achberger, 
Hannah Beck, Jan Boone, Linda 
Crank, Gary Eith, Louann Elliot, 
Susan Friedmann, Josie Gearhart, 
Carin Hebenstreit, Robert Hebenstreit, 
MaryBeth Karaus, David Klocke, 
Rick Koehler, Christine Kuhr, Mandy 
Putnam, Don Schuster, and Kay Worz.

Member News

The Cincinnati Art Museum will present a major 
re-evaluation of the work of Frank Duveneck , a 
Cincinnati Art Club, Past President and the most 
influential painter in Cincinnati history, from Dec. 18, 
2020–March 28, 2021. And Club members have a 
very special opportunity to see this exhibition through 
the eyes of a CAM Curator with a private tour.
This is the first exhibition in 30 years to dive deep into 
Duveneck’s artistic development, his working methods, 

and the historical and social context of his subjects. Presenting abundant new research, the 
exhibition upends many common misconceptions and reveals the artist’s accomplishments 
across subjects and media, including oil paintings, drawings, watercolors, pastels, etchings, 
monotypes, and sculpture.
The Cincinnati Art Club’s Holiday Party–
Due to the restrictions in place at the Cincinnati Art Museum, CAC’s Holiday Party will 
take place in January this year. To celebrate the New Year we will gather for a Covid-
aware and socialy distant brunch and Painting Exchange at CAM. After our activities in 
the Great Hall, we will be lead on a private tour of the Frank Duveneck, American Master 
Exhibit. We will start taking reservations in November, so be on the lookout for the notice!

Some members have not been able attend Critique Sessions 
during our normal evening schedule. To give every member 
the opportunity for peer-review of your art, we are adding a 
monthly Afternoon Critique session. To reserve a space, email 
to critique@cincinnatiartclub.com to fine tune your art.

Afternoon Critique Sessions, Start November 12

A Unique Time to View–
Frank Duveneck, American Master

Please help us keep the lights on. If you have 
not yet sent in the check for your annual 
Membership Dues, please send it in today. 
While Covid has put restrictions on our Club 
events, we are opening up for those who 
want to participate. We are doing everything 
possible to make sure you find great value in 
being a member and appreciate helping us 
pay our bills.

Dues are Due…
Actually, Over-Due

Gary & Helene Eith
Represent the Club at Art on the Hill
October 17th

Water Carriers, Frank Duveneck, CAM

Featured in the Masthead
John Ruthven’s and ArtWorks’ mural of 
Martha, the Last Passenger Pigeon. Located at 
15 E. Eighth St, Cincinnati, OH 45202


