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I hope you will get up early on December 7th and meet
me and other Members at the Cincinnati Art Museum
for our Holiday Brunch and Painting Exchange! We’re
looking forward to excellent food from the Museum
Café, voting on the best of the artwork brought in for
the Exchange, getting some new artwork to take home
and a curator lead tour of the Treasures of the Spanish
World exhibition. Come share the festive season with
your fellow members!
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Don Schuster

Abstraction in artwork has been a dominant trend in
Modernism since the early 1900’s. We’re getting a good
dose here at the Club, leading off with the Round Table at the November Dinner
Meeting. The invited panelists shared why they work abstractly, who were their
influences and how they develop their art. Get inspired by more work shown
in our own Wessel Gallery when we present The Abstract Art Show, opening
December 6th.
The response to our Art of Giving fundraising campaign has been extraordinary!
We have received contributions that are just over 1/3 of our $50,000 Dollarfor-Dollar matching goal. If you haven’t yet, please make a gift to the CAC.
We would love to be able to take advantage of this wonderful opportunity to
double your contribution!
Yours in artistic endeavor,
Don

The Art of Giving
If you’ve ever thought about making
a cash donation to the Cincinnati
Art Club, now’s the time to do it!
A very kind donor has generously
offered to match Dollar-for-Dollar
all contributions to the Club, up
to $50,000! We have prepared a
mailing to all members to announce
The Art of Giving fundraising
campaign and it should already
be in your hands. For those who
contribute at the $100 Level and
above, we will be having a Gala
evening to recognize all those who
have given. Contributions must be
received by December 24, 2019 to
be included in the Gala evening’s
reservations. Please think of the CAC Setsuko LeCroix, fundraiser extrordinair,
raises the bar on giving level
in your year-end giving!

. . . Advancing the knowledge and love of art through education
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Calendar of Events
December Calendar of Events
Abstract Art Show
Opening Reception
December 6, 6:00 – 9:00 PM
Public Viewing
December 7, 8; 1:00 – 4:00 pm
Holiday Brunch
December 7, 8:45 to 12 noon
Trustee Meeting
December 11, 4:30 – 6:00 pm
Critique Sessions
December 3, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Ray Hassard, Moderator
December 17, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Tom Post, Moderator
Sketch Group
Monday Sessions, December 1, 9, 16,
23, 30 from 1:00-4:30pm
Thursday Sessions, December 5, 12, 19,
26 from 7:00 – 9:30 pm

Club News
Salon Event at Club Explores Abstract Art
The November Dinner Meeting turned into a salon gathering in a flashback to
the 18th Century when people gathered under one roof to converse about art,
literature and philosophy.
Christine Kuhr opened
the evening with an
historical review of abstract
genres ... 71 slides in 10
minutes! Whew! We had
the inspiring host Eileen
McConkey who interviewed
four abstract artists and
a lively conversation with
everyone at the Art Club
Salon sharing questions
and knowledge about the
Our abstract salon panelists: Bonita Goldberg, Ursula
impact of abstract art as
Brenner, Jackie Frey and Mark Schlachter. Moderator
practiced today. At its basis,
was Eileen McConkey.
abstract art is still is about
form, color, line, texture, pattern, composition and process. It is an investigation
of these formal qualities. Many artists enjoy the adventure of exploring these
basic principles without the reference of subject matter.

Ursula Brenner began painting representationally but gradually over the years
moved more and more along the continuum toward abstract. In response to a
question from the salon, she opined that for her it is harder to paint abstractly
than toward reality. Either way, though, the process of creating is hard work
filled with constant decision making.
Sculptor Mark Schlachter added that “once you move from photography to other media,
you are moving into abstraction where you are creating what you have inside your head.
Even photographers can move from real to abstraction.” Mark brought one of his sculptures
to illustrate this journey: He was impressed by a performance by contemporary classical
ensemble Eighth Blackbird at the Cincinnati Ballet. His sculpture reduced the image of
eight blackbirds into a modern abstracted piece with eight structured shapes suspended
on thin steel rods. “It was a matter of simplify, then simplify more.” But as quickly as he
described the origin for his sculpture, he warned, “Sadly, once you tell someone the story,
that’s all they can see. Abstract should allow the viewer to see what they want to see.”
Digital Art Working Group (DAWG)
Monthly Meeting on Christmas Eve
CANCELLED

Bonita Goldberg said what all the others agreed to: “Abstract relies on the same principles
as representational art … composition, color, shape, line, edge. As you work in any creative
field, the longer and harder you work, experience gives you the confidence to tell what you
feel.”
The salon-style evening was the perfect backdrop for The Abstract Art Show upcoming
in the Wessel Gallery the first week of December. No matter what kind of art you create, Mark Schlacter, CAC Sculptor
this show will take your imagination on a trip and push your own skills onward … the goal
of the Cincinnati Art Club.

In Memoriam, 2019
As the year closes out, we remember Jane Washburn, Lynn Gordon, Bill Powell and Mike McGuire. The January issue
will include a retrospective on these former members, but if anyone would like to share a story or thought about these
who left us this year, please send to Dale Wolf, dragonfly@CincinnatiArtClub.com.
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Jane Washburn Retrospective
The Club remembers our friend Jane Washburn who passed away this
summer with a display of several of her paintings in the Club foyer during
November. It was her second solo show in the Foyer. This came after a huge
show of her work at The Barn where most of her best work was sold. Jane
was an Associate Member and Board Member of the Cincinnati Art Club. She
embodied the spirit of the Club as she took on one volunteer position after
another. Her enthusiasm radiated around her whether she was painting at
Sketch Group or participating in a Board meeting. You can honor her with a
contribution to the In-Memoriam Fund.

Wessel Exhibition at Cincinnati Art Galleries
The exhibition of the Linda Wessel Collection was held at at Cincinnati Art Galleries. We
had agreed to loan the Bessie Wessel portrait of Herman and Herman’s portrait of Bessie
for part of the exhibition. Two paintings from our Non-Permanent Collection were
available for purchase and Bessie’s Girl in Red Coat was sold and the proceeds will be
used to fund the maintenance and restoration of our Permanent Collection.

The Abstract Art Show, December 6-8
All art is abstract. Even a traditional painting or sculpture is abstracted from reality by
the artist. How far you can push the continuum of abstraction will be on display at
the CAC Wessel Gallery. Over 20 artists will give us a view of how they are impacting
Cincinnati with abstract artistry: Glenna Adkins, Barb Ahlbrand, Ted Borman, Ursual
Brenner, Jackie Frey, Bonita Goldberg, Jolie Harris, Robbie Kemper, Carol MacConnell,
Eileen McConkey, Mike Meyer, Charles Ross, Tom Rush, Frank Satogata, Terri Schmitt,
Gina Stevenson, Donna Talerico, Megan Triantafillou, Trish Weeks, M. Paula Wiggins,
Bessie Wessel, Girl in Red Coat
and Kay Worz.

Holiday Brunch and Painting Exchange
There is no better place for artists to enjoy the Holiday Season than at the Cincinnati Art Museum on Saturday morning,
December 7. The Cincinnati Art Club will be in its element as we celebrate this time of year with our friends, family and
great art! Bring your own painting to get in on the painting exchange for the opportunity to take home a work of art by a
fellow Club artist.

Digital Artists and Photographers take Center Stage with Images: Digital & Photography
New Art Show in Wessel Gallery Opens January 10
Whether you’re professional or casual in your pursuit of creating photographic or digital art, this is your chance to exhibit
your secret passion. This show is an opportunity to give viewers a taste of what creativity looks like through technology.
All Cincinnati Art Club members are invited to submit up to three photographs or digital art works, not limited to any
style or subject. Images must be framed according to gallery rules. Drop off art at Sketch Group: Thursday evening,
January 2, or Monday afternoon, January 6. The show opens January 10 from 6 – 9 pm with public gallery hours on
January 11 and 12 from 1 – 4 pm.

Get Ready for Founders Week
You should be planning what you want to paint for the biggest event in Club history. History will be the theme as we
embrace our heritage and honor our founders. We are creating an annual fund-raising event during March. Founders
Week will be a series of special events that promote our history and the contributions of our founders who gave so much
to the artistic cultural development of the Cincinnati region.
This program has been designed to be fun, challenging and to reward success for today’s artists while we look back into
the early history of Cincinnati… and importantly for the Club, it will be a major fund raising initiative to make sure we can
continue our outreach and support to artists and those who just love art. Founders Week will be a celebration of the past
and the present.
The Through the Looking Glass Exhibition will be a regional juried art exhibition with a First Place Award of $500 and other
cash awards for Second, Third and Honorable Mention. Paintings submitted will be an exploration of art and architecture
from past days in the Cincinnati region. Opening reception and awards will be on March 7 with the show through March
20 after which selected paintings will be in a traveling exhibition. For details see the Call for Entries.
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Associates Show off their Art in Wessel Gallery

Sally Schrohenlocher, Red Delicious Apples

Michael Kitel, Beach People

Bonita Williams Goldberg, Silver Tones

Linda Gredy, Arrangement in Red

Hans Brinker, First Snow
Peter Beves, Interpreting Me
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