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The Dragonfly Newsletter is published 
monthly from September to May plus a 
Summer Issue in mid July. Additionally, 
we publish a quarterly online Dragon-
fly Magazine in Summer, Fall, Winter and 
Spring.  Member submissions to Dragon-
fly Editor are welcome.  Deadline for entry 
is the 10th of the month prior to publica-
tion.  Send submissions for Dragonfly to 

.dragonfly@CincinnatiArtClub.com. 
For web content, submit whenever you want 
to share information to:

webmaster@CincinnatiArtClub.com 

There is no deadline for web content.

All content in Dragonfly © All Rights Reserved, 
Cincinnati Art Club, 2019-2020

The Board of Trustees is extending an invitation to an 
All Members’ Meeting, scheduled for Saturday, October 
5, 2019, 10:00 - 11:30 AM.  We are calling this meeting 
to discuss the financial situation of the Club, answering 
questions on current expenditures, looking at the just 
approved 2019-20 Budget.  We will also present several 
options on possible paths forward.
An essential reason for the Members’ Meeting is needing 
input on how to resolve what we are to do with the 
property we acquired in 2017.

• The Club took on a mortgage at that time for the purchase and is making 
payments, but it is a 5-year loan with a balloon payment.  It comes due in a 
little over two years.  We had the property favorably appraised in August of 
last year and it is an asset we need to use to best advantage.

• We also received the first real estate tax bill on this property in February of 
this year and it was a real shock.  We have been in touch with the lawyer that 
previously helped us reduce the taxes on the clubhouse property, but the 
appeal cannot be heard until January-March of next year.

It’s time to think ahead on how we can best leverage the asset this new property 
is. Would a new location better serve us by allowing an expanded footprint? 
Are we happy as we are, or should we be seeking larger facilities for greater 
outreach?  Is staying in Mt. Adams advantageous enough to shape our way 
forward.

With input from the Strategic Planning Sessions, your Board is interested in 
developing new and exciting programing, efforts to increase membership and 
funding in the coming seasons.  Your Board is seeking your input on making 
the Cincinnati Art Club an instrument for advancing the knowledge and love of 
visual fine arts in our region.  Will you come and let us know your thoughts?

Yours in artistic endeavor,

Don

Setsuko LeCroix Portraits Honor Great Cincinnatians
Setsuko LeCroix stands between two 
of her recent portraits.  On the left 
is the portrait of Carmon DeLeone, 
Music Director of the Cincinnati Ballet.    
Her newest portrait honored Barbara 
Kellar who received the MacDowell 
Medal from the Cincinnati MacDowell 
Society for her Emmy winning CET 
show “Showcase with Barbara Kellar”. 
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OctOber dinner Meetingcalendar Of events

Program
How to get into an Art Show and Win

Have you ever received a REJECTION notice?  A notice that starts out saying 
‘Thank you for submitting your work…’ You really don’t need to read any further.  
If the first word was not ‘Congratulations’ …then you can feel it coming…this is 
going to be a very nice rejection notice.  So how do you increase your chances 
of getting into the exhibitions you want? 

Join us for a fun talk and slide comparison 
presentation as our presenter DJ Berard 
discusses the processes of competitive 
art shows, presentation, pricing, and what 
many judges are looking for.  She will also 
speak to how to prepare your work and 
what to enter. 

DJ is a working artist and teacher of all levels of Watercolor, Acrylic, and 
Problems in Painting.  She has been a juror in numerous art competitions.  She is 
represented by galleries nationally and has won numerous Artist in Residencies 
invitations.  

Dinner Menu
Seared Salmon Filet served with fresh cucumber relish

Herbed Confetti Orzo 

Key West Vegetable Blend Zucchini, Yellow Squash, Carrots & Red Peppers

Citrus Slaw

Dessert Selection Peach Shortcake

Reservations
Please join us on Friday, October 18, 2019 at the Cincinnati Art Club.  Social 
hour begins at 6:00 pm, followed by dinner at 6:45, and the program starts 
approximately at 7:30.  The cost is $25.  As usual payment for dinner is made at 
the door by CHECK (no cash or credit card).  Dinner Reservation deadline is the 
Sunday before the meeting (October 13).  Contact: dinner@cincinnatiartclub.
com for reservations.  See you there!

Stanka Kordic Workshop
Join Stanka Kordic at the Club from October 26 - 27, 2019 for Intuition and 
Design / Breathing New Life into Old Paintings.  In this 2-day workshop we 
will work from pieces previously started and 
transform them with a new composition.  
Stanka says: I will bring my own painting 
to re-imagine and will share my favorite 
techniques that can be applied to any genre 
of painting.  Stanka left the commercial world 
in 1988 to establish a professional art studio, 
concentrating her efforts on painting the 
landscape and figure.  This led to portrait 
commissions, international awards, and 

WOrkshOPs

A New Sun, Stanka Kordic

October Events

Dinner Meeting
October 18, 5:30 - 9:00 pm

Trustee Meeting
October 9, 4:30 - 6:00 pm

Stanka Kordic Workshop
October 26 - 27

Fall Signature Show
Opening Reception
October 11, 6:00 – 9:00 pm
Public Viewing
October 12 &13,1:00 – 4:00 pm

Critique Sessions
October 1, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Ray Hassard, Moderator
October 15, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Tom Post, Moderator

Sketch Group 
Monday Sessions, October 7, 14, 21, 28 
from 1:00-4:30pm
Thursday Sessions, October 3, 10, 17. 24, 
31 from 7:00 – 9:30 pm

DAWG Meeting
October 29, 7:00 – 9:30 

November Events

Fall Associates Show
November 8, 0, 10

Dinner Meeting
November 15

Trustee Meeting
November 13, 4:30 – 6:00 pm
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Third Annual High School Plein Air Event
High school art students across the Cincinnati region were the center attraction at Eden Park on September 28 and 29.  
They were competing for honors at the third Annual Greater Cincinnati High School Plein Air Competition.  This year 
the event was sponsored with Cincinnati Parks to raise awareness of the visual arts and of the Cincinnati Art Club.  Art 
materials were provided by Plaza Artists Materials, Kenwood, and Blick Art Material, Columbus.  Mentors from the CAC 
were on hand to encourage and support the students’ progress.  On Sunday, October 6 an Exhibition of the completed 
work and Awards Ceremony will be held at the Wessel Gallery.

Art Walk in Mt. Adams
Open House at Club on October 19

We continue working with and supporting the activities of the Mt. Adams Business and Civic Associations to make sure 
our neighbors on the hill know we are part of this vibrant community.  One of their biggest events of the year is their 
October Art Walk, October 19, from noon to 6pm.

The Club will have a booth on St. Gregory street where we will be passing out Art Club membership information and to 
encourage patrons to stop by and see our Signature art show while they are touring Art Walk.  The Club will be open from 
noon to 6:00.  All members with hosting skills should attend to help us 
greet our neighbors and show our art.

Patrons are encouraged to stroll from venue to venue enjoying artwork, 
live music, drink specials and original food. It's a great time strolling and 
socializing place to place for those of us who love art, music and local 
Cincinnati hospitality.  And a great opportunity to see the art created by 
Art Club Signature artists.

Participating businesses include The Blind Lemon, Yesterdays, Sprouts 
Eatery, Tavern on the Hill, Longworth's, Monk's Cove, Next Chapter, Bow 
Tie Cafe, Teak, Pavilion, Tap & Go, Crowley's, Quincy's, and Upper Eden. 

Food and art by many of the leading artists in Cincinnati.  Oh, yeah! Be 
there to take in the Signature Show and introduce your art to the people 
who love Mt. Adams.

inclusion in several corporate collections in the Midwest. Since 2009, her focus has been to develop her personal figurative 
work. This workshop is geared for experienced painters so fundamentals will not be taught.  Contact Eileen McConkey for 
registration to the one of the last few spots still open.

UPcOMing events

Fall Signature Show
The Signature Show in October and the Associates Show in November are usually the best attended Club exhibits of the 
year.  Plan now to make sure you have your best work ready for the drop off dates and be a part of these exhibitions - one 
of the most important benefits of Club membership.  If you have a piece in the show, be sure to attend the Opening Event 
on October 11th.  Buyers are 3x more likely to purchase when they know the artist.  Our guests want to meet you and 
learn more about your artwork. 

Opening Reception

October 11, 6:00 – 9:00 pm

Public Viewing

October 12 & 13, 1:00 – 4:00 pm
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clUb neWs

Abstract Art in the Spotlight
The Club keeps its spotlight on abstract art through the Fall.  It started with a highly successful and sold out Workshop 
by Larry Moore this past September.  It burst on the walls at ADC Gallery where a wide variety of abstract paintings were 
juried into ViewPoint 51 and it stays centered as we celebrate the power and beauty of abstract art in the coming months. 

Abstract Art Panel Discussion, November 15

The November Dinner will be a phenomenal learning experience as Eileen 
McConkey leads a panel of abstract experts who will dig into such topics as 
what makes a good abstract painting and how abstract and representational 
art impact each other.

Awesome Abstract Exhibition, December 6 - 8

The popularity of abstract art is undeniable and very much a part of the 
Club’s agenda.  The fearless visions conjured up in the minds of our abstract 
artists will come to life in the Wessel Gallery this December. Abstract Awe will 
feature paintings by Ursula Brenner, Eileen McConkey, Trish Weeks, Kay Worz, 
Terri Schmidt, Paula Wiggins, Carol MacConnell, Frank Satogata, and Bonita 
Goldberg. Mark your calendars for this awesome display of edges, color, 
composition, movement, focal point and balance and impact.

Volunteers Make Wonderful Watercolor Show a Success
This was a time for us to learn and experience the versatility and diversity of our watercolorist at the Club’s 2019 Wonderful 
Watercolor exhibition in September.  Six of the entries are shown here.  Jackie Benkert and Lynn Hemmer helped with 
show installation with Marlene Steele, Don Baumgarten adjusted the lighting. Setsuko LeCroix prepared the food for 
the reception table and the flowers.  Jackie Benkert, Robert Wilking and Marlene Steele helped with event setup and 
breakdown.  Ambassadors for the public viewing were: Ray Burt and Margaret Mock.  Board members attending: Setsuko 
LeCroix, Christine Kuhr, Steve Hart, Jerry Saylor, Marlene Steele. 

Proving the versatility of watercolor in the hands of skilled artists, here are a few of the paintings that were on display at 
this exhibit.

Blessed, Jacqueline Benkert 10.5 x14.5 Two Tulip Study, Nancy Achberger 7x11

Misty, Frank Sotogata
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We welcome Henry Zhu, Sally Schrohenloher and Michael Moreland into the Club. 

ViewPoint 51 Attracted Huge Crowd
Nationally recognized abstract artist Larry Moore announced 14 award 
winning artists at the Cincinnati Art Club’s 51st annual ViewPoint Exhibition.  
Moore was the Awards Judge for the exhibition that features 92 paintings and 
sculptures.  The ViewPoint Exhibition was open to the public until September 
20 at Art Design Consultants Gallery, downtown Cincinnati. 

First place ($3000) was awarded for a figurative watercolor titled “Then You’re 
your Eyes Shall Be Opened” by Lawrence Mannato from Gorham, NY . Second 
place went to Andy Curran, Cincinnati, OH for his pastel titled “A Silver Moon” 
and third place was won by Tracy Biggs, Pinckney, MI.

A special In Memoriam Award in honor of recently deceased Cincinnati Art 
Club members Lynn Gordon, Jane Washburn and Helen Wessel brought a cash 
prize for Carin Hebenstreit, Cincinnati OH, for her oil portrait titled “Skull Cap” 
while Pamela Deacon’s “Captivity” received the Board of Directors Award. 

After the Rain, Heidi Hanssen 11x15Splash!, Mike Phillips  10.5 x 16

neW MeMbers

Moonstruck Bay, Sheila Fleischer 7x10 
Hilltop, Amy Earls (GCWS), 9”x12”

Deb
Highlight

Deb
Sticky Note
Period is in the wrong place.

Deb
Highlight

Deb
Sticky Note
Remove "You're" and capitalize "your"



6

dragOnfly featUre artist

Don Schuster: Landscape Visionaire
By Mandy Putnam

Cincinnati Art Club’s President Don Schuster uses his talent to 
communicate the beauty in scenes that other people often overlook.  
Don’s Finneytown HS teachers recognized his gift early on and 
provided independent study when he advanced beyond what they 
could offer in class.  He also gladly accepted the role as the go-to 
guy for high school musical set design.  Later attending University of 
Cincinnati’s DAAP college, Don pursued printmaking as his major, but 
also packed his schedule with enough courses in theater design to 
count as a minor. 

After graduating Magna Cum Laude, Don worked in the printing, 
packaging production art and pre-press industries. Upon leaving the 
corporate world, Don pursued a wide variety of art-related areas of 
interests ranging from making stained glass windows to restoring 
antiques until settling in as a full-time artist, devoted mostly to oil 
painting. 

“I painted Boreas’ Profound Fervor after watching the movie 
Mr. Turner, J.M.W. Turner’s dynamic snow painting of the train 
moving across the railroad trestle impressed me to the point where I 
wanted to tackle a snow nocturn of my own.  I worked from daytime 
photos of the other side of the U.S.S. Constitution and views of the 
naval yard in Boston where there had been a great blizzard.  I did 
thumbnails, enlarged my drawing by freehand on the canvas and 
transformed day into night.”

The content of Don’s work is largely focused on landscapes – 
from cityscapes to rural environments.  He seeks to document 
visually-striking focal features and draw the viewer into the scene 
– evoking feelings of being part of the locale he depicts.  Many of
his landscapes, such as Gregory Creek 12, are part of series about
particular places around Cincinnati from multiple perspectives and
over the course of changing seasons.  “My hope is that if I single out
things that catch my eye, others may start noticing the extraordinary
visual wonders of this region.” 

Like many artists who take up painting after decades in the corporate world, Don sought out associations of practicing 
artists for fellowship. First involved with Mason’s Arts Alliance Painters, he later joined the Cincinnati Art Club and began 
his tenure by regularly attending sketch group.   “Working on 
drawing skills is so important and figure is one of the hardest 
areas to do well… That’s why Sketch Group has been so helpful 
in bringing back my figurative perception. I don’t want the 
people in my paintings to  look flat, like they’ve been painted 
from photos.”

Don also became involved with Southwest Ohio Plein Air - 
SWOPA – to regularly brave challenges posed by changing light, 
often inclement weather and sometimes uninvited critters. 
Plein air work can yield subject matter for more complex studio 
paintings. But in the hands of an experienced plein air painter 
such as Don, they can stand on their own merits.

Don also regularly attends the Signature Critique, which serves 
as an informative and supportive vehicle for artists of varying 

Don Schuster aside Boreas’ Profound Fervor Another Eve-
ning Nor’easter

Running Eden Park, Don Schuster

Gregory Creek 12 - Winter Sun, Don Schuster
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Elizabeth Nourse: Cincinnati's Most Famous Woman Artist 
Mary Alice Heekin Burke

Researched and Sourced by Linda Crank

Forward: While Duveneck and the founding members of the Cincinnati Art Club were building their reputations, Cincinnati artist 
Elizabeth Nourse was charting the path for women artists.  Dragonfly turns its attention now to celebrate these women who 
broke the glass ceiling over a century ago.

Elizabeth Nourse enjoyed a successful career in art, receiving many honors 
for her work at both national and international exhibitions.  She was the 
second American woman elected a member of the Societe Nationale des 
Beaux Art, and the French government bought her painting, “Les Volets 
Clos” for its permanent collection to hang in the Musee du Luxembourg 
with the work of such artists as Whistler, Winslow Homer, and Sargent. In 
addition to all this, she received the Laetare Medal, given for distinguished 
service to humanity. 

Who could have anticipated the success of this girl, born in 1859, a twin 
in a family of ten, in Mt. Healthy? At fifteen she began art studies at the 
tuition-free McMicken School of Design in Cincinnati, with a formidable 
class, which included John Twachtman, Robert Blum, Joseph DeCamp, Louis 
Ritter and Kenyon Cox. 

She enthusiastically undertook the full curriculum: five years of drawing and painting, and four in sculpture, among other 
subjects.  Her painting teacher was Thomas S. Noble, who had studied under Thomas Couture in Paris for three years. The 
master's teaching was passed on to Nourse.  She learned to sketch rapidly to capture the subject; her drawing was strong, 
and she looked out for contrasts of light and shadow.  After her graduation in 1881, she returned to study in the first life 
class offered to women.

She and her older sister Louise lived together, worked, and saved their money 
for several years to finance further study for her in Paris. By that time though she 
enrolled at the Academie Julian in 1887, her technique was so sound that after only 
three months she was told that she needed no further instruction!  That following 
spring her painting "La Mère" (now owned by the Cincinnati Art Museum) was 
accepted it in the Paris Salon and hung "on the line," that is, at eye level, a special 
honor for an unknown artist.

Elizabeth and Louise remained in France where there was an art community second 
to none. American art collectors were eager to buy her work at good prices.  They 
also enjoyed a level of freedom as single women that they would not easily have 
found in the States.  She continued to exhibit drawings, watercolors, and pastels as 
well as oils in the Salon. In 1901 she was elected societaire in pastels, and in 1904 
a societaire in oil painting as well. This meant that her work was no longer juried 
and that she herself could serve as a juror.  As a result of this official approval her 
reputation spread, and she received an increasing number of invitations to exhibit 
her work.

dragOnfly sPOtlights 

skill levels to improve.  As a board member of the Cincinnati Art Club for six years and the Club’s current president, Don 
has high respect for the Club and its heritage of highly regarded artists.  He also is a member of Oil Painters of America, the 
Art Renewal Center, the Ohio Plein Air Society, SWOPA, Fitton Art Center and Arts Alliance Painters.  

Don also participates in exhibitions and has won many awards, including numerous times being featured in the Bold 
Brush FAV 15, being awarded the Architectural Artist of the Year at ACA 2018, and getting three Meritorious and a Finalist 
piece in last year’s Richeson 75- Landscape, Seascape & Architecture.  His work has been featured in Artist’s Magazine and 
Venue Magazine and he is represented by the Eisele Gallery of Fine Art and Bodenheimer-Mayer House Gallery.

Self-Portrait, 1892
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A Big Year Coming for the Duveneck Association
By Kay Worz, Chair, The Duveneck Association

Ours is an affiliate group of the Cincinnati Art Museum members , open to men and women who seek to pursue their 
own interests via exclusive programs and events. From September to May, every year, we organize lectures and tours with 
Curators to view and learn about the various exhibits in the museum.  A behind the scenes, intimate look about what’s 
happening. We meet on the first Monday of the month when the museum is closed to the public.  When you tour exhibits 
with the Curators, you get a chance to ask your own questions and learn about why the museum chooses the art and why 
it is important.  Our monthly meetings start with complimentary wine social hour, prior to Lunch in the Terrace Café, then a 
tour or lecture following. Annual Dues: $60 Individual or $100 per couple.

This coming season, here are some of the programs we are offering:

• Tour of the new exhibit “Kimono” 

• Beverly Erschell, ‘How to create art’ 

• 4000 Years of Spanish Treasure Exhibit

•  Taft Museum Tour 

• Women Breaking Boundaries Exhibit

• Private tour of Music Hall

Things went well, and Nourse was at the peak of her career in the years just before World War I, but in July 1914, when the 
Germans invaded Belgium, it marked the end of the art world as she knew it.  It also forced Elizabeth to make a decision 
which would profoundly affect her life for the duration of the global conflict.

The rest of Elizabeth’s story next month ….

MeMber neWs 
Marlene Steele’s court room sketches and watercolors are featured in her solo exhibit in the Art Club Foyer.  When the 
camera can’t get into the courtroom, the media may rely on the abilities of the courtroom artist to capture the action. 
This exhibition reveals my experience as a courtroom artist in the unfolding drama of the American courtroom.  This 
challenging venue makes use of speed, gesture and compositional drawing skills.  The lobby exhibition features a recent 
examples of un-retouched work from recent cases including: Ethan Collier Bond Hearing, (Dayton Shooting Event), Rini 
Pitzen Imposter arraignment, Chris Cornell 1st and 2nd arraignment, Kim Davis testifying before Judge Bunning.  Drawings 
are executed in charcoal and pastel in the courtroom setting.  All work is the property of the artist.

George Bodine is carving a new strategy, using his website as an innovative marketing tool to promote his work.  The site 
is spectacular, and his give-away promotions are rapidly building his mailing list.  Check it out at georgebodineart.com.

Ray Hassard braved a tick-laden woodland on his recent series of plein air competitions.  His pastel of “Below the Falls” 
landed an honorable mention at the Finger Lakes event.

MaryBeth Karaus went painting in Italy. Her story will be featured in our November Dragonfly.

Marion Corbin Mayer:  So sad.  Our studio air conditioner died.  Eight-eight degrees in the studio is just too hot!  Happily 
Lowes still had a unit in the correct size and became the 4th unit she has purchased over the 18 years in her studio space.

Kathleen Kilgallon reports that it was a beautiful day to paint roses at the Greater Cincinnati Rose Association’s event 
with Christine Kuhr, Bruce Neville, Nancy Neville and Mary Beth Dowlin.  She said, ” I’ve never painted at this event before 
because I thought roses to be so complex, but the Knockout Roses growing against a stone wall outside of the pavilion caught 
my attention.”

Cecilia Brendel hosts an open Sketch Night every Tuesday evening 6-9 PM at Olde Masters Galleria in Centerville. Contact 
Cia at cia@ceciliabrendel.com for more information.
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All attendees at Larry Moore’s Abstraction Workshop celebrate Shadow Study, Helmut Kientz, 1st Place 
Harvest Home Exhibit

Tom Post sets up for his first solo exhibit

Trish Weeks went to France

Jimi Jones, a regular at Sketch 
group. Come and sketch with 
jimi.Evening Nor’easter

 Tim Boone’s sculpture sale at Westwood 
Art Show

Mary Beth Dowlin invited us all up to 
Mas-sachusetts to see her exhibition at 
Old Sculpin

Mary Beth Karaus’ third place at OPA 
was sold at the show
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Will Hillengrand autographs a book for 
one of his fans.

MeMber POrtfOliO

Higher Movement, George Bodine Night Time in Tucson, Doug Welsh

American Blend, Kay Worz. 
Winner in Fusion’s Online Art 
Competition

Deb Marvin is now an author, Wildlife 
in Colored Pencil

Helmut Kientz at Octoberfest

Mocha, Michelle Andrews
Great Blue Heron, John Leon
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