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At the end of April, the DAWG group invited Emily Holtrop, Director of 
Learning & Interpretation at the Cincinnati Art Museum to give us an 
introduction to their new exhibit, No Spectators: The Art of Burning 
Man. Coming in from the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian American 
Art Museum, stunning immersive room-sized installations, mutant art 
vehicles, creative costuming, fi lms, jewelry and more transport us to the 
Burning Man gathering. DAWG meets the last Tuesday, April 30, 2019. 
Hope you came out to hear Emily’s presentation!

This Club doesn’t work without member participation!
Six members have stepped forward to run for the Board of Trustees. You will get a 
letter from the current Board with names, photos and brief biographies of each of the 
candidates, along with your Membership Renewal. All of these people are deserving of 
your consideration and we often call on those who do not get elected to BOT positions 
for other important assignments. We have many other important positions that need 
your participation right now!
If you would like to help make our High School Plein Air Competition and Exhibition 
happen this fall, how about letting me know. We are in need of committee members 
to support this vital outreach to aspiring artists in our area high schools! Email me at 
president@cincinnatiartclub.com or Sally Mecurio at hspleinair@cincinnatiartclub.com 
to let us know you can help.
Yours in artistic endeavor,
Don

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE DON SCHUSTER
Cincinnati Art Club
1021 Parkside Place

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

(513) 241-4591

www.cincinnatiartclub.com

BOARD OF TRUSTEES – 2018-2019
President ................................ Don Schuster
Vice President.................... Marlene Steele
Secretary .......................... Heidi Hanssen
Treasurer .................................Steve Hart
Catering ..................Merida D’Augustine
Development ............................ Gary Eith
Exhibitions ...................... Marlene Steele
ViewPoint ................................... Ray Burt
House & Property .......Don Baumgarten
Membership .................. Setsuko LeCroix
Programs . ......................... Christine Kuhr
Publicity  ................................Deb Marvin
Workshops ................... Eileen McConkey
SPECIAL ASSIGNMENTS:

Caretaker ........................ Joan/Les Miley
Curator ................................Roger Heuck
Assistant Curator ..................Don Schuster
Historian ...............................Dave Klocke
Sketch Group ........................Jerry Saylor
Social Media ........ Marion Corbin Mayer
Webmaster  ...........................Deb Marvin
Dragonfl y Editor  ..................... Dale Wolf
Member submissions for the website and 
Dragonfl y are welcome. Let us know what 
is happening in your world of art. This may 
include member news, artwork, websites, 
calls for entries, exhibit opportunities, links 
or other items of interest to members. 
All materials should be timely and will be 
subject to editing for clarity and space. 

Dragonfl y is published every month except 
June, July and August which are replaced 
by a Summer Issue in mid-July. Deadline for 
submissions is the 10th of the month prior to 
publication. Send submissions to:

dragonfl y@CincinnatiArtClub.com. 

For web content, submit whenever you want 
to share information to:

webmaster@CincinnatiArtClub.com

There is no deadline for web content.

The Dragonfl y is published for and by
members of the Cincinnati Art Club. 

By now you should have received your Membership Renewal Form and Ballot. You can 
vote for four (4) new Board of Trustees members from the following list of six nominees: 
Kathyrn Al-Lamadini, George Bodine, Jerry Saylor, Don Schuster, Marlene Steele, and 
Dale Wolf.  You will probably note that there has been a small increase in dues for the 
coming year. It’s been a long time since we’ve had a dues increase!   
Membership dues are our largest source of fi nancing Club activities and your Board of 
Trustees has taken this step to help off set rising costs. 
Please return your Ballot along with Membership Dues using the blue envelope sent to 
you, or you can turn it in at the Dinner Meeting. 

BOARD ELECTIONS AND MEMBERSHIP DUES 
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CLUB NEWS

What will Happen at the May 17 Business Dinner Meeting?
You won’t know if you are not there! As a member of the Cincinnati Art Club, each of 
us needs to be a participant to take the Club from being a hidden treasure to being 
recognized for what we are– the oldest and most prestigious association of artists west 
of the Alleghenies. 
How do you fi t into the vision? It starts by knowing the inside workings of the Club… 
our fi nances, our programing, our fellowship and where you can best fi t into where we 
are headed. 
Join us Friday evening at the Club for our Annual Business Meeting, where the year will 
be reviewed and dissected, where you can get the facts, and you can see where the Club 
is headed as we enter 2020.

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

May Club Events
Board of Trustees Meeting
May 8, 4:30 - 6:30pm

May Dinner Meeting
Friday, May17; 6:00-8:30pm
Reservations by May 15 at 10am

Signature Spring Art Show
Wessel Gallery
Drop-off  Dates and Times: 

May2, 7-9:30 or 
May 6, 1-4:30  
during Sketch Group
Reception:

Friday, May 10, 6pm – 9pm
Show 

Saturday, May 11, 1-4pm
Sunday, May 12, 1-4pm

Signature Review
May 4, at 10:30 am

Workshop
Bill Farnsworth Workshop
Capturing The Essence In Plein Air
May 29-31

Critique Sessions
Tuesday, May 7 from 7-9:30pm
Tuesday, May 21 from 7-9:30pm

Sketch Group
Monday Sessions, May 6, 13, 20, 27 
from 1:00-4:30pm
Thursday Sessions, May 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 
from 7-9:30pm

Memoriam Award
Send on-going contributions to the 
club address; note that contribution 
is designated toward this program to 
honor this year’s deceased members. 
May they be few.

Dues Reminder
Please remit your annual membership 
dues along with your ballot for the 
Board of Directors openings by May 17. 
This will greatly help us manage our 
annual budgeting proces 

Please make your check payable to: 
Cincinnati Art Club 

Mail to: 

Cincinnati Art Club 
Attn: Membership Chairperson 

1021 Parkside Place, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.

Bill Farnsworth is coming to the Cincinnati Art Club to teach a 3-day Oil Painting Plein Air 
Workshop. Each morning, Bill will demonstrate a step-by-step process on how to choose 
and edit a scene. Then he will teach how to capture the essence of the scene. His unique 
approach of working from the inside-out with three known values will help us create 
believable paintings that are full of light.
As a 1980 graduate of The Ringling School of Art and Design, Bill Farnsworth has spent 
more than 34 years as an Illustrator and fi ne artist. He has painted for most of his life in 
New Milford Connecticut creating landscapes of the rural area, while supporting himself 
and family with his growing illustration career. 
He is a Signature member of The Oil Painters of America, American Society of Marine 
Artist’s, and The American Society of Impressionists. He has garnered awards of 
excellence from the OPA, including Best in Show at The 10th Biennial National Show and 
a Bronze Medal OPA’s Summer Salon. Fine Art Views stated, “Sensitive and full of human 
emotion, the heartfelt work of Farnsworth takes us to inner depths.” 
Contact Eileen McConkey for registration information.

The Path We Take, Bill Farnsworth

Exhuberance, Bill Farnsworth

CAPTURING THE ESSENCE, BILL FARNSWORTH WORKSHOP, MAY29-31
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THE CLUB’S ANNUAL MEMORIAL VISIT TO HONOR OUR PAST GREAT ARTIST 

There are many ways the Art Club can build its reputation across our city—and we 
pursue many of them. But with the Student Scholarship Competition, the Board chose a 
path of giving on behalf of all of us who are members. The Board has reviewed all entries 
into this program and chose Gina Erardi of Northern Kentucky University to receive the 
$1,000 scholarship. Two $500 scholarships were also awarded to Alazandra Townsend of 
the Cincinnati Art Academy and Mary Bays, another winner from NKU. 

VIEW THE VAULT SHOW SUCCESS
This evening was a special treat to admire 
the many historic paintings from the 
Cincinnati Art Club’s vault. Since the club 
was begun in 1897, there were works by 
Frank Duveneck, Joseph Sharp, Herman 
and Bessie Wessel alongside more 
current works.

Historic paintings on display at Art Club’s 
View the Vault event.

ANNUAL ART SCHOLARSHIP AWARDS

The Club will continue the tradition of visiting Duveneck’s grave site on Memorial Day, Monday, May 29 from 10-10:30am. There 
will be a brief ceremony reading from previous tributes by Club members, past and present. All members who enjoyed copying the 
Duveneck paintings and participating in the Club’s Juried Show are encouraged to pay their respects upon this Centennial of the 
great Duveneck’s passing. We will meet at Mother of God Cemetery in Covington at 10:00 a.m. The activity lasts no longer than 30 
minutes. Dave Klocke, as Club Historian, makes the arrangements.
Directions to Mother of God Cemetery from Cincinnati are as follows: 
Take I-471 South to I-275 West (toward the airport): take exit #80 (KY Route 17) to Covington/Independence: go left at the end of 
the ramp for 1.7 miles. Mother of God Cemetery is on the right (Jackson Florist is on the left). Enter at the fi rst available entrance 
and proceed a short distance to the fi rst intersection; turn right past the cemetery administration building.  You will shortly come to 
a circle with a large sculpted crucifi x in the center.  Duveneck’s grave is to the right, marked by a large red marble memorial.

Marlene received the Ohio Arts Council’s Individual Excellence 
Award for 2019.
The Ohio Arts Council is a state agency that funds and supports quality arts experiences 
to strengthen Ohio communities culturally, educationally, and economically. The 
Individual Excellence Awards recognize the exceptional merit of an Ohio artist’s past 
body of work and that exemplifi es the highest level of achievement.
“My award winning application was written on my observational paintings of the renovation 
of Cincinnati Union Terminal/ Museum Center. These works were executed in plein air pastel 
and oil, with some oil paintings completed in the studio. I was witnessing the Museum 
Center being brought back to life by workers in many manual trades. I was fascinated as I 
recorded daily the choreography of the various teams, their gritty processes and trusting use 
of cranes, buckets and scissors lifts. I expressed my alignment with the works of American 
artists, Hopper, Marsh, Bishop and Bellows. The work of these American artists refl ects the 
permeating impact of political and industrial changes on our daily lives and the social strata 
of working classes.
My observational work explores our environs in search of my personal aesthetic and strives 
to be convincing in a contemporary painterly, drawing-driven manner.”

Rising from the Dust, Marlene Steele

MARLENE STEELE HONORED AGAIN
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MEMBER NEWS

Ray Hassard, Dale Wolf Among Top 25 Acrylic Artists 
Two Art Club members were celebrated in an article on Artists Network for 
their work as acrylic painters: Ray Hassard and Dale Wolf. The title of the article 
is “25 Acrylic Paintings by 25 Top Artists. The article states:  “Stare in wonder at 
more than two dozen inspiring acrylic paintings.  If you want to talk about a 
modern-day art medium success story, look no farther than the nearest brush 
loaded with acrylic paint. It was the medium chosen by famous 20th century 
artists like Andy Warhol and Mark Rothko.  It has put thousands (and counting) 
artists on the path to excellence.” Coincidentally, both Hassard and Wolf chose 
to paint the eff ects of snow, one in the morning and one in the evening.
Wolf is Editor of Dragonfl y and Hassard serves the Club as Dragonfl y’s faithful 
proofreader.

The Morning after the Snowfall, Ray Hassard

From Easel to Signed and Delivered
Patrick Romelli provides a snapshot demo of his newest painting. First, he shows “The Farm” while it is in an early stage, while still 
on the easel. The shapes, colors and values of this rural landscape emerge into the fi nished painting. His wet-into-wet style yields a 
freshness full of movement as an abstraction of nature.

The Farm (In Progress), Patrick Romelli The Farm (Signed), Patrick Romelli Signed

Here’s what Artists Network had to say about Hassard’s “The 
Morning after the Snowstorm”–
 The artist applied a bright orange underpainting — the complement 
of the blue — as a unifying element. You can see a lot of it on the 
garage wall, but it peeks through all over. Hassard used mostly heavy 
body acrylics without extenders or other mediums.”  
And here’s what Artists Network had to say about Wolf’s “Evening 
Snowfall in England” – 
“A snowy evening falls quietly upon a “conceptual” English town. The 
mood drives the values captured in the painting: muted tones across 
the rooftops set off  boldly by the gathering snow — orange, green 
and yellow — under the gray-blue sky just before night settles in.”

Evening Snowfall in England, Dale Wolf
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James Pendery Solos at Reson8 Galleries 

After a decades-long absence, James 
Pendery opens a new solo show at 
Reson8 Gallery in Belleview KY. The theme 
of this show is“I Love Her All The Time: 
Cincinnati Landscapes” and the opening 
reception is Friday May 3, from 6 to 9pm. 
The show runs for two months, until 
June 29. The show consists of local and 
Dutch scenes, as well as some fi gurative 
pieces and drawing. There are lots of 
great things to see in the Belleview retail 
area, and now James’ show is a wonderful 
summer attraction.

Evandale Art Show Opens May 31 

Club members Ray Burt 
and Don Schuster will have 
paintings in this year’s 
Evendale Fine Art Exhibit. 
Jimi Jones was the star 
of last year’s Evendale 
Fine Arts Exhibit when he 
captured fi rst place at the 
prestigious event. 

The next review date for Associate members to seek Signature status is May 4. See website for details.
One of the most important functions of the Cincinnati Art Club is to nurture members along their path to 
achieve a high level of artistic accomplishment leading to Signature Member status. This shows that we have 
grown to where our knowledge and talent has reached the level to produce exceptional art. Signature status 
demands an understanding of composition, values, edges, center of focus, use of color, perspective, and aerial 

perspective. Acceptance means that Club Signature Members recognize new aspirants as their peers.
The Signature Review Committee’s job is to give guidance to prospective applicants to elevate their work by off ering suggestions on 
how to improve, if necessary, or to congratulate them on their accomplishment.
Being known as a Signature Member of the Club lets the public know that a member has reached this higher level. Signature Members 
are invited to participate in special exhibits at outside venues and galleries where the Club needs to “put its best foot forward”. Being 
a Signature Member is a strong statement on an artist’s resume. Historically, the Club responds to inquiries from people across the 
country asking about past members’ achievements so it is always satisfying when we can say you are a Signature member. And, it’s fun 
to say “Hey, Duveneck was a Signature member, just like me.”

WHAT IT MEANS TO BE A SIGNATURE MEMBER BY ROGER HEUCK

Meet Your Board: Setsuko LeCroix Tells Her Story

It has been eight years since I stepped into oil painting in April 2011. Recalling the very 
fi rst day of using oil paint, I smeared colors on my car seat after the class. Well, I was not 
aware of that and I got several colors on my jeans (butt).
From the next class, my instructor had to make sure there was no paint on my back 
(^_^).  After studying with David Mueller (2009-2013), I took several workshops with 
diff erent artists, including attend at Portrait Society of America.  This year I am planning 
to attend Jeff  Hein’s drawing workshop this month.  I attended Robert Liberace’s drawing 
Workshop last year.  Several years ago, Quang Ho stopped by my studio after the Portrait 
Society of America annual International Conference in Washington D.C. to pick up his art 
materials which I brought back by car (he took air).  And he gave me some very valuable 
advice. Those words are still helping me.  
However, BIGGEST help is, Cincinnati Art Club critique session, led by Tom Post and Ray 
Hassard.  Now, they became my very good friends. My only living relative, Yasuo Hayashi 
is a well-known artist in the world.  He is now 91 years old who has been keep telling 
me “Listen to the meanest critique” since I started working on Japanese Art for many 
years ago.  It is OK to get pillow wet, but take those bitterness into energy of motivation 
in keep improving your work.   You will think, research and study more carefully, this 
endless process will make you grow, and hopefully and possibly will take you to the next 
level.  I am keep dreaming that I want to become a good artist someday.  By the way, I 
am fortunately able to be working on a portrait of Maestro Carmon DeLeon at moment, 
requested by The Cincinnati Ballet Company Dancers. Setsuko here is working on her portrait of 

Maestro Carmon DeLeon

MEMBER NEWS
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2018 CINCINNATI ART CLUB BOARD OF TRUSTEES CANDIDATES

Kathryn Al-Lamadani:   My reasons for putting my name forward for the board are to promote growth, interest 
and participation in the Club.  Since my background is based in education, I believe we must reach out to the art 
community and the public at large for inclusion and support.  The Club is a treasure and we must keep infusing it 
with energy and creativity.  I will do my best to meet these goals.

George Bodine:  I’ve had a chance to meet many members through Sketch Group, the Exhibition Committee 
and at numerous social functions, but for those I’ve not met, I’d like to ask for your support in the upcoming 
CAC Board election.  I have a vision of what this Club could be and would like to be a part of moving this great 
organization forward.  Space does not allow me to discuss that vision here, but feel free to contact me, or ask me 
in person, if you are desire.  If you are curious about my background information, just visit the ABOUT section on 
my website at www.georgebodineart.com . Thank you.

Jerry Saylor: I joined the club in 2016 and volunteered in 2017 to become moderator of the long running Sketch 
Group (after Paul Fisher retired). I’ve enjoyed getting to know the members better and coordinating/promoting 
the sketch group. As a result, art has become my full-time passion, and I am committed to honing my own skills 
as a painter, while helping the club succeed and move forward into the future.

Don Schuster: Don is a graduate of University of Cincinnati, DAAP, with a BFA in Printmaking. He has worked in 
the printing, packaging production art and pre-press industries, specializing in management, customer service 
and process improvement. Since leaving corporate employment, he has been actively pursuing the artistic life. 
He has served on the CAC Board of Trustees for two non-concurrent terms and is currently President.

Marlene Steele:  As practicing professional, I have found this club to be a solid support for my career. As your 
Vice President, I supported the board leadership and served on several committees to grow our advantages as an 
organization. In my role as Exhibition Chair, I have welcomed the opportunity to enhance the exhibition expo-
sure of all our membership.  I look forward to continuing to contribute.

Dale Wolf: I currently serve the Club as Editor of Dragonfl y. This allows me to meet you all at a personal level 
and to share your stories on Dragonfl y where we have dramatically expanded the number of stories and photos 
of your work. I have been a sports reporter, marketing director and president of the 50th largest promotional 
marketing agency in America. My vision is to raise visibility for the Club and to make membership in the Club one 
of the highest honors a Cincinnati-area artist can achieve.
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Signature Member Cecilia Brendel has volunteered as 
Dragonfl y Production Artist. She is well trained to handle 
the task of graphic design and production art necessary 
to turn all our Word Documents into a professional 
publication. In addition to Cecilia, the Dragonfl y team now 
includes Ray Hassard, Mandy Putnam and Linda Crank 
plus a growing list of contributing writers who supply “all 
the news that’s fi t to print” about you and your artistic 
colleagues.
Her path through life took a number of turns, each of 
which built upon the other. Her art studies began with 
a concentration in technical illustration and graphic arts 
which then led to work in publishing for schools and 

colleges. A dramatic shift came when Broadway Theater asked her to paint backdrop 
scenery. Cecilia’s technical training gave her a keen sense of observation which blended 
well with her understanding of color and value.  These large theatrical paintings led her 
to spend more and more time on her own paintings and eventually she established 
herself as a full-time artist.
She now compliments her painting time with management of Olde Masters Galleria 
in Centerville OH where she off ers a full schedule of painting classes, personalized 
instruction and commissioned portraits. 

“The world presents a wonderful variety of spiritual and natural imagery that I love to capture with the 
juxtaposition of textures, colors, and visual energy. I especially savor working on the fi ne detail within a 
painting. I always tell my students to paint what motivates them, and this is exactly what I do.” 

 She often explores single subjects to create a series of paintings.  A tour of the Southwest sparked a 
series of paintings featured in a recent solo exhibition. Others include a series on Italian window boxes, 
one from traveling through California, another with 
religious motifs and a series of fruit-based still lifes. Cecilia 
has revived a 16th Century style of art with a series of 1.5-
inch paintings on Belgian linen mounted on gold and 
silver frames to be   worn as pendant necklaces.  Cecilia’s 
paintings refl ect her earlier technical training that captures 
detail within a representational style. Her clients have 
included hotels, hospitals and other private and industrial 

institutions across the US and Europe. She has been featured in the American Art 
Collectors and Western Art magazines.  “I joined the Dragonfl y staff  because I heard the 
plea for help. I knew I had the right training so I felt the need to step in.  I look forward to 
working with Dale Wolf, the Editor to transform Dragonfl y into a publication that serves 
Club members and adds to the prestige of belonging to this great organization.

Cecilia Brendel, Dragonfl y 
Production Artist

China Teahouse, Cecilia Brendel

Even in early childhood, Jerry Saylor drew horses. Although his teachers, family and friends 
recognized his talent, a variety of interests and circumstances pulled him into other pursuits. Two 
years ago, an epiphany of sorts convinced him, “I want to be an artist when I grow up.” Now, Jerry has 
returned to his early passion with a keen focus on mastering his craft to capture the excitement of 
horse racing.  Jerry keeps his easel where he can see it when he awakens. 
Spending time at race tracks around horses in his late teens ignited Jerry’s interest in racing and now 
provides the subject matter that most motivates him. Although Jerry often drew race horses when 
time permitted through the years, his volunteer teaching, drawing on a regular basis and facilitating 
Sketch Group for the Art Club solidifi ed his commitment to art. 

Jerry In the Studio

Indian Cheif, Cecilia Brendel

CECILIA BRENDEL NEW DRAGONFLY PRODUCTION ARTIST DALE WOLF, EDITOR

Pendant, Cecilia Brendel              

JERRY SAYLOR FEATURED ARTIST  MANDY PUTNAM, DRAGONFLY FEATURE AUTHOR
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Jerry initially reinvented himself as an artist as a professional photographer of race 
horses.  Selling copies of his photographs and lithographs of his drawings of race horses 
proved to be lucrative but all too short-lived. His most inspirational photograph is of 
Barbaro when the horse won the Kentucky Derby in 2006 – only two weeks before he 
tragically shattered his leg at the Preakness Stakes.    Jerry’s humility belies his talent. “I’m 
still experimenting. I’m a work-in-progress and not quite there yet,” he says when asked 
for the URL of his website. He credits Art Club critiques and Sketch Group for helping 
him make a quick transformation from photographer to painter.

“I get something out of every painting I do. I may work on a painting for a long time and 
sometimes rework it as a result of good advice I receive during critique sessions at the Art 
Club.  Having people like Tom Post and Ray Hassard critiquing you it really helps to develop 
yourself as an artist, regardless of where you’re at in your career. Sometimes you don’t see 
stuff  that bugs you when you’re painting, but critiques help you fi gure it out. It’s rare that I 
take a painting to an Art Club critique without learning something and that helps me prog-
ress as a painter.”  

Jerry has found new inspiration in painting children, especially his grandsons playing 
t-ball.  “I feel as if I hit a new level with these paintings of Bruce, the youngest of my 
fi ve grandchildren. He’s four. I think these read well. I’ve incorporated a lot of what I’ve 
learned that seemed to work for me. They came together easily. I didn’t struggle with 
them in the same way I have with some paintings where I’ve redone backgrounds mul-
tiple times, for example.”   Jerry has been a fi nalist in ViewPoint and also juried into other 
national shows. Some of his paintings are currently on display at the Pendleton Art Cen-
ter. Jerry teaches art classes at the Hamilton County Recovery Center and coordinates 
Sketch Group sessions for the Cincinnati Art Club.

Blind Luck Wins 2010 Kentucky Oaks, 
Jerry Saylor

Winning Gesture, Jerry Saylor

What Was, George Bodine

Just Another Friday Afternoon
Kate Spak recently urged Carol MacConnell to post her fi ve most meaningful paintings. 
Carol chose this one fi rst. It’s called Friday afternoon at the Chicago Art Institute. The 
story behind the painting: “Several years ago I was in Chicago where I had a piece in the 
American Impressionist Show. I went to the museum on a Friday and these four patrons were 
sitting on a bench, watching the Seurat-like painting as if it was on television. I snapped the 
photo and painted the image.”

Friday Afternoon at the Chicago Art Institute,  Carol MacConnell

JERRY SAYLOR FEATURED ARTIST   CONTINUED

Bodine in At Salmagundi
“What Was” (40x30, oil on linen) has been 
accepted into the Annual Membership 
Show of the Salmagundi Club in NYC.

MEMBER NEWS
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Sketch Group Exhibit Ribbons go to Steele, Crank and Smith
The Art Club exhibition season is nearing an end, with winners proclaimed at last month’s Sketch Group Show held in the Wessel 
Gallery. Marlene Steele put her watercolor brush to work on a painting of George Bodine while he was working on his own painting of 
the live model. This got Marlene the Blue Ribbon while Linda Crank and Tim Smith came in just behind with their portraits. 

ART CLUB NEWS

Bodine, Marlene Steele, First Place Charcoal Sketch, Linda Crank, Second Place Portrait, Tim Smith, Third Place

Art History by Linda Crank
While Frank Duveneck was studying in Munich (1870-72), his future wife Elizabeth Boott was taking a groundbreaking women’s art 
class with William Morris Hunt in Boston. Ten years later, Frank was also ready to accommodate Lizzie’s request for a ladies’ class in 
Florence, Italy, and when he returned to the States to teach at the Cincinnati Art Academy, he trained any number of female students 
to become painters, including 17-year-old Bessie Hoover from Brookville, Indiana, who enrolled in 1906.
 After studies with L.H. Meakin and Herman Wessel, Bessie was invited to join Duveneck’s classes in 1909, where she remained through 
1915. How thrilling it must have been then when she was asked to join the Academy faculty! But she became too wrapped up in her 
students’ work and progress and had to resign two years later. She explained, “I couldn’t think of anything else. I couldn’t sleep at night 
for worrying about their problems.” She had her own work to focus on - and a very special relationship as well.

In 1917 she married colleague Herman Wessel at Frank Duveneck’s cottage in Gloucester. After 
honeymooning in Paris and Italy, they returned to Cincinnati to resume their careers. They built a 
studio (still used today) modeled after those Herman had seen in Paris on the back of their home 
on Alpine Street. When asked how they managed to work together, Bessie said, “We keep our 
mouths closed. We don’t volunteer any criticism. Oh, I glance at his canvas occasionally and I say 
to myself, ‘I wonder what he’s doing that for’ but I don’t say anything until he asks!”
Both were grieved when Frank Duveneck died two years later in 1919, and as two of his favorite 
students they continued to carry on his legacy. Some of his belongings were passed on to them, 
and in later years when needing inspiration, Bessie would pick up and use some of his brushes. 
She and Herman were often asked to authenticate his paintings. Her portrait of Duveneck is one 
of the fi nest in existence and refl ects her deep  aff ection for him.
 Bessie is particularly known for her still lifes and 
portraiture. During the 1960s she completed two 
hundred portraits alone! Throughout the years she 
exhibited at the Cincinnati Art Museum, galleries and 
art clubs. She had a reputation, as one newspaper said, 
of artistic excellence and was a leader in the city’s art 
scene. You have hopefully seen her work at the CAM 
(they own at least fi ve of her paintings), from our own 

club’s Archives shown recently, and at the entrance of The Barn (Women’s Art Club).
In 1969 Herman died.  Bessie grieved and occupied herself primarily with one project – a 
series of Indian portraits. She worked from glass negatives taken in 1896 when a group of 
native Americans set up camp at the Cincinnati Zoo.  She displayed her work in her fi nal show, 
“Portraits of the Plains” at Closson’s Art Gallery, worrying, “I’d be an embarrassed old lady, if 
at least one wasn’t sold.”  Almost all were purchased in just one week! Shortly thereafter her 
health began to decline. She died on January 29, 1973, but her legacy and infl uence continue 
even now. 

Frank Duveneck, Bessie Wessel

DUVENECK’S STUDENT, BESSIE WESSEL, CARVED THE PATH FOR WOMEN

Bessie Wessel, shown here, 
in her Cincinnati studio.
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Intuition and Design / Breathing New Life into Old Paintings
Join Stanka Kordic at the Club from October 26 - 27, 2019

Oil painting methods work beautifully to breathe new life into 
old, or not so loved work. 

  How to craft a well-designed piece”
  Working with textural elements to enhance the 

composition”
  Understanding the power of color harmony to create an 

emotional impact”
  Interpreting source materials, rather than copying them 

literally”
Lightly sanding and beginning again with a foundation already in 
place is a great way to see new directions to follow. In this 2-day workshop we will work from pieces previously started and continue 
with a new composition from there. I will bring my own painting to re-imagine and will share my favorite techniques that can be 
applied to any genre of painting. Acrylic painters also welcome. Feel free to bring several pieces to work on. 
Stanka left the commercial world in 1988 to establish a professional art studio, concentrating her eff orts on painting the landscape and 
fi gure. This led to portrait commissions, international awards, and inclusion in several corporate collections in the Midwest, including 
Cleveland Clinic, University Hospitals, and Key Corp. Since 2009, her focus has been to develop her personal fi gurative work. Stanka’s 
awards include the Gold Medal of Honor in Painting from Allied Artists of America, and 2 Certifi cates of Excellence from the Portrait 
Society of America International Competition. Her work has been exhibited in venues nationally, among them, the National Arts Club, 
and the Salmagundi Club in New York City, as well as the Butler Institute of American Art in Youngstown, Ohio. Her private collectors 
span the US and Europe.
This workshop is geared for experienced painters so fundamentals will not be taught. 
Members $350, Non-Members $385.

Before and After: Old paintings reborn by Stanka Kordic. Learn how to get 
value out of your old inventory of paintings.

Listening, Stanka KordicA New Sun, Stanka Kordic

UPCOMING WORKSHOPS

The Art Academy of Cincinnati (AAC) is a community of radiant, radical, and forward-thinking artists and designers who have helped 
mold Cincinnati’s landscape since the school’s founding in 1869. To celebrate its 150th anniversary, the Art Academy is throwing a 
block party on Friday, May 3, from 6—11 pm, in its neighborhood of Over-the-Rhine.
The Art Academy will be closing off  the 1200 block of Jackson Street and inviting the public to the party. The free event will feature 
musical performances by Diane Coff ee, Ronin Halloway, Knotts, PHYSCO, and Aziza Love of Triiibe along with Cincinnati’s fi rst modular 
art pod exhibit. This event is free and open to the public. 

ART ACADEMY BLOCK PARTY
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Frank Satogata works mostly from photos taken from his travels. 
His paintings are his interpretations of nature pushed to an 
abstract form. He utilizes the Japanese Wabi Sabi approach. He 
works in layers, beginning with the largest shapes to establish a 
broad composition. Each following layer is a reaction to the layer 
before it in color and composition. The fi nal layer entails making 
marks on top of the broad composition to suggest some detail 
obscured during the process. Wabi Sabi embraces imperfection. 
He reacts and learns from every step along the way with no 
preconceived idea of what he wants the fi nished painting to look 
like. There is no right or wrong. The assumption is that he could do 
the same painting and each time it would be diff erent, depending 
upon how he reacts to the previous layer. The fi nal piece becomes 
an abstract interpretation of nature with a loose sense of the 
atmosphere captured in his photos.

Satogata, Frank Satogata, Frank SatogataJapanese Landscape, Frank Satogata

Enso, Frank Satogata

Landscape for Mercy Health Hospital Lobby, Frank Satogata

WABI SABI ART COMBINES BOTH EASTERN AND WESTERN METHODS
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“DIGGING DEEPER”
An Abstraction Workshop with Larry Moore

AUG 28-30 FROM 9:00 - 4:00PM

This workshop focuses on digging deep to explore design possibilities 
using shape, value and color cues from reference and intuitive ideas. 
But this class is more than just lessons in design and abstraction, it is a 
personal visual communication class. Learn how to access and express 
yourself authentically from small scale to larger sizes through a series of 
exploratory exercises.
Time will be spent on what makes you tick, what you have to say and 
how to say it. This is an all-mediums, mixed-media class. The tools you 
use are up to you. It will be helpful if you have some color mixing and 
paint handling abilities. From Larry Moore, “I can tell you from personal 
experience that working abstractly has made my representational work 
signifi cantly better. I’ve grown more as an artist in the last several years 
working this way than I have over the last 40.”
The participants can work in any medium: oil, acrylic (preferred for quick 
dry time), gouache, watercolor, mixed-media and/or collage.
See how Larry has further applied these concepts at: https://www.
larrymoorestudios.com/
Larry Moore, author of Fishing for Elephants: Insights and exercises 
to inspire creative authenticity, has been an illustrator, designer, art 
director and artist for 45 years.
CAC Members: $475. Non-members $510. 
Contact Eileen McConkey (workshops@cincinnatiartclub.com) for more 
information.

On Board, Larry Moore

Interactional Forces, Larry Moore

WORKSHOP  
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WACC Paint-out in Mariemont, Bruce Petrie is Judge, May 3-4
The Barn (Woman’s Art Cultural Center) welcomes plein air artists from around the Tri-State to participate in a springtime paint-out in 
Mariemont. Participants will have an opportunity to win cash and prizes for their work including Best of Show, Second Place and Third 
Place, and a few specialty categories, provided by the Helms Charitable Trust, Damon and Melissa Powell, and Plaza Art in Kenwood. 

The entry process begins at The Barn on Friday evening, May 3rd from 5 - 7 pm and on Saturday 
morning, from 7 - 9am when artists may bring their blank canvases to The Barn so event staff  may 
stamp them. Artists will then have until Saturday 
afternoon May 4th at 4pm to submit them for the show. 
Paintings will hang until Sunday, May 12th in The Barn 
Loft, where they will be available for purchase by the 
general public. Entry Fee: $30 through April 5 (Early 
Bird). $40 after April 5 and $45 for walk-ins on May 4th. 
30% commission to The Barn upon sale.
Oil painter Bruce Petrie will serve as judge. Petrie began 
oil painting with American master Thomas Buechner 
in the Finger Lakes Region of Upstate New York. Since 

that time, Bruce has refi ned his skills through many hours of painting outdoors directly 
from nature in the United States and in France, Italy, Canada, Mexico and Guatemala. He 
paints in the parklands and natural areas near his home in Southwestern Ohio, as well as 
in the great American West. Bruce is a member of the Cincinnati Art Club, Oil Painters of 
America and the Greenacres Artists’ Guild.

Northland Woods Morning, Bruce Petrie

Simplifying Plein Air with Chuck Marshall, June 21 -23 2019
Nationally known artist Chuck Marshall will be teaching students his 
approach to simplifying painting in plein air.  Chuck will accompany 
participants to various locations at Cesars Creek, Ohio each day to paint in 
oils from life.  He will demonstrate each day the essential methods of how 
to see, plan, and execute a solid painting.
Chuck Marshall (Charles W. Marshall, Jr.) was born in Wilmington, Ohio, on 
December 7, 1957.  The surrounding area where he grew up, was known 
for its agriculture - mainly hogs and corn. So Chuck grew up working farms 
and spending time in his father’s construction trade, but Chuck knew he 
wanted to do something diff erent with his life - he knew he was going 
to be an artist from a very early age.  He would spend hours each day 
sketching images of fi elds, hillsides, and animals that he would see while 
roaming the countryside.  
He studied one year at the Art Institute of Cincinnati before studying at 
the California Art Institute in Southern California.  His art career includes 
many years as an illustrator and graphic designer as well as his fi ne art.   
Chuck has been invited to and participated in many national plein air events as a guest artist, such as Olmsted Plein Air Invitational, 
Atlanta Georgia, Door County, Wisconsin, Great American Paint Out, in the Apalachicola/ Panhandle Florida area, Wayne Plein Air, PA, 
and Finger Lakes Plein Air, where he recently won best of show.  Chuck’s work has been published in International Artist Magazine, 
American Artist Magazine, and Plein Air Magazine. He has won numerous local and national awards, and has also performed as a judge 
in many juried art shows.

$350 REGISTER AT WWW.OLDEMASTERSGALLERIA.COM

Paint-in Opportunity in a Sacred Space, June 23, 2019
“Exultate in Artes” is a one-time event open to ALL artists. This is your opportunity to paint and/or draw in a sacred space not usually 
accessible for this purpose: the interior of St. Xavier Church downtown. 
Purpose: To illustrate the beauty of St. Xavier Church through the artists’ works, and to celebrate this milestone in the history of the fi rst 
Catholic Church in Cincinnati.    Location: St. Xavier Church, 611 Sycamore St., Cincinnati 45202     
Time: 11:30 AM to 4:15 PM. Check-in begins at 11:15 the day of the event in the Parish Center: lower level of the church

Mary Beth Dowlin

Morning On the Green River, Chuck Marshall

UPCOMING PLEIN AIR OPPORTUNITIES
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SOUTHWEST OHIO PLEIN AIR PAINTERS ASSOCIATION SUMMER SCHEDULE (SUBJECT TO CHANGE)

APRIL 4 
AULT PARK- North parking lot 3600 Observatory Ave, Cincinnati, OH  45208 Pavillion, gardens, overlook, rose arbors 

APRIL 11 
EDEN PARK- Hinkle Magnolia Garden Cliff  & Martin Drs, Cincinnati, OH  45202 Magnolias, Crohn Conservatory, Old Pumphouse, view of 
Mt Adams 

APRIL 18 
SPRING GROVE- Geyser Lake 4521 Spring Grove Ave, Cincinnati, OH  45232 Historic cemetery, arboretum, lakes, gardens, monuments 

APRIL 25 
MT. ECHO PARK- Pavilion 381 Elberon Ave., Cincinnati, OH  45205 City views, pavilion, picnic shelter, park settings from 4-7 PM LAST 
THURSDAY dinner @ Incline Public House, 2601 W 8th Street 

MAY 2 
MARIEMONT- Concourse Miami Bluff  Drive at Center Street Wisteria Pergola, views of Little Miami Valley, village houses 

MAY 9 
MT AIRY FOREST- Vasey Garden 5083 Colerain Ave. 45223 Arboretum, gardens, ponds, natural plantings 

MAY 16 
SHAWNEE LOOKOUT*- Log House 2008 Lawrenceburg Rd, North Bend, OH Log house, Springhouse School, indian mounds, river vistas 

MAY 23 
CAESAR CREEK PIONEER VILLAGE 3999 Pioneer Village Rd, Waynesville, OH Historic buildings surrounding a circular green 30 FRENCH 
PARK- House parking lot 3012 Section Road, Amberly
Village, OH Creek, vista, French House from 4-7 PM LAST THURSDAY dinner @ Molly Malone’s, 6111 Montgomery Rd 

JUNE 6 
CONEY ISLAND- Moonlite Gazebo 6201 Kellogg Ave., Cincinnati, OH 45230 Amusemnet rides, games of chance, Moonlight Gardens, 
river views 

JUNE 13 
PIATT PARK Garfi eld Place (8th St, between Vine & Elm) Cin. OH Benches, statuary, plantings, historic church, library 

JUNE 20 
PETERS MUNITIONS FACTORY Bike Path Parking, 1084 Grandin Rd, Maineville Factory buildings, river views, bike trail 

JUNE 27 
SMALE PARK- Carol Ann’s Carousel 100 Ted Berry Way, Cincinnati, OH 45202 NKY skyline, river, bridges, park scenery from 4-7 PM LAST 
THURSDAY dinner @ Moerlein Lager Haus 

JULY 4 
HOLIDAY DO NOT MEET

JULY 11 
ANDERSON FERRY- KY Side 4030 River Rd, Hebron, KY 41048 Ferry boats, river views, historic homestead 

JULY 18
LIBERTY DUDLEY WOODS PARK 5591 Hankins Road, Liberty Twp. OH  45011 Gregory Creek, Gregory Log House, woods 

JULY 25 
WASHINGTON PARK 1230 Elm Street, Cincinnati, OH  45202 Playground, splash pad, bandstand, event lawn, Music Hall & CCPA from 4-7 
PM LAST THURSDAY dinner @ Eagle- OTR, 1342 Vine St. 

Mariemont Paint-Out

We will feature our plein air works from this event in our Special Summer Issue so send us a photo of your work from this event … 
don’t forget to provide the title of your painting.
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SOUTHWEST OHIO PLEIN AIR PAINTERS ASSOCIATION SUMMER SCHEDULE CONTINUED

AUGUST 1 
MONKEY BAR & GRILL 7837 Old 3C Hwy, Mainville, OH  45039 Rustic Bar, Little Miami River views, 3C Highway bridge, bike trail 

AUGUST 8 
MT. ADAMS- at the Fountain Square at St. Gregory & Pavillion, Cincinnati, OH City skyline, rooftops, historic church & monastery view 

AUGUST 15 
LITTLE MIAMI- Milford Public Access, End of Elm St, Milford, OH Little Miami River views 

AUGUST 22 
CAESAR CREEK PIONEER VILLAGE 3999 Pioneer Village Rd, Waynesville, OH Historic buildings surrounding a circular green 

AUGUST 29 
VALLEY VIEW PRESERVE 5320 S Milford Rd, Milford, OH Prairie fi elds, historic barn, historic Arrowhead Farmstead from 4-7 PM LAST 
THURSDAY dinner @ Padrino, 111 Main Street

SEPTEMBER 5
5 FINDLAY MARKET 1801 Race St, Cincinnati, OH 45202 Historic downtown market building, grocer’s stalls, urban scenes 

SEPTEMBER 12 
RAILWAY MUSEUM GREATER CIN** 315 W Southern Ave, Covington, KY  41015 ENTRY FEE- Rail yard with mixed rolling stock, freight 
station, etc. 

SEPTEMBER 19 
SHARON WOODS*- Boathouse Highbanks Drive, Sharonville, OH 45241 Lake, dam, wooded groves, village 

SEPTEMBER 26 
LUNKEN AIRFIELD 262 Wilmer Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45226 Historic Terminal, hangers, airplanes, bike path from 4-7 PM LAST THURSDAY 
dinner @ Sky Galley, 262 Wilmer Ave, 

OCTOBER 3 
GORMAN HERITAGE FARM** 10050 Reading Rd, Evendale (behind BSA offi  ce) $5 SWOPA FEE, Sunfl ower fi eld, barns, farm fi elds, 
gardens & animals 

OCTOBER 10 
GENERAL JAMES TAYLOR PARK Riverboat Row, Newport, KY Views of Downtown Cincinnati, Covington, mouth of the Licking 

OCTOBER 17 
EDEN PARK- Upper Overlook Cliff  Drive, Cincinnati, OH Views of river, Kentucky, Twin Lakes, bridge, plantings 

OCTOBER 24 
NEW RICHMOND, OH River View Park, Front St. New Richmond, OH River views, quaint river town, landing from 4-7 PM LAST THURSDAY 
dinner @ Front St Café, 120 Front Street

To be included in Summer Issue of Dragonfl y)
A 4-Page Pictorial Review (20 Paintings of Animals in Art by Members) 

Most of us have a special connection with the animals around us. Many of these animals live in our homes and are often the subjects 
of animal portraits. But we also share this world with all sorts of animals and many of us capture these unique creatures in their 
natural environments. Judith Aff atato spends most of her time painting animals – from rescue dogs and cats, to those roaming in the 
plains and forests.

PAWS, HOOVES, WINGS AND FINS
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Christy Royse Miller

“I have had a lifelong interest in creative pursuits.  I had the example of my mother, aunts and grandmothers 
who pursued quilting and other handwork arts as a starting point. I enjoyed drawing as a child but it was not until 
college that I really found my love of art and art history.  I earned a B.A. in Art History and Studio Art with Textile 
Design as my Studio concentration. I also learned the foundations of good design and composition as well as a 
solid understanding of color theory.”
 “As with many artists, life gave me a few detours, and I found myself no longer creating the art that I love, 
although I never stopped pursuing learning about artists and the art they create.  Recently, I was able to transfer 
to the Cincinnati area with the company I have worked for over many years and I have been happy to be able to 
pursue my own artwork again.  I work in oils and pastels and recently completed a 31-day challenge during the month of January, painting 
from life each day. As well as being a Cincinnati Art Club member, I am a member of the Hoosier Salon, the Indiana Plein Air Painters 
Association and the Ohio Plein Air Society. My goal for myself this year is to become a better plein air painter.”

Craig Britton 

Craig Britton was always into art but it became serious at age 35 when he 
returned to school at the Art Academy of Cincinnati to get his BFA. Then it was 
off  to the Pennsylvania Academy of Fine Arts in Philadelphia for his MFA. He 
attributes his motivation to those who pushed him along the way: 
“So many people have urged me to make art. Too many to count. Many teachers 
and other painters and composers and musicians from Bach to the Beatles and 
beyond. I have since taught art from elementary to adult levels. I paint in a semi-
loose manner using an abstracted visual approach, mostly in oil but I use acrylics 
for murals and decorative work. While I consider myself a life-long, full time artist, I 
make most of my living doing remodeling work. I joined the Cincinnati Art Club for 
artistic camaraderie and to attend the w weekly Sketch Group drawing sessions.” 
Craig’s most recent solo show was at the City Hall, City of Berkeley, CA. 

Fishermen,Craig Britton

SAY HELLO TO TWO NEW MEMBERS

DINNER MENU DINNER MEETING RESERVATION  FROM THE EDITOR…
The Annual Art Club Business 

Meeting will be on Friday, May 17, 

2019, from 6-8:30pm

To make your reservation, call the CAC 
offi  ce at (513) 241-4591 or e-mail: 
dinner@cincinnatiartclub.com

You can still vote for Nominees to the 
Board and Exhibit Committee. Bring your 
ballot to the business meeting by 7pm, 
to be counted, if you have yet to vote for 
our new board members. Reservations: 
call (802) 793-4970 or e-mail: dinner@
cincinnatiartclub.com before Wednesday 
May 15 at 10:00am. Early reservations 
are helpful. If needed, cancellations can 
be made by May 15. The cost is $20 per 
person with payment at the door by 
CHECK (no cash or credit card)..

Entree
Make Your Own Pasta
• Julienne Grilled Chicken Breast
• Strips of Italian Sausage Marinara 
Alfredo with sides of Peppers, onions & 
mushrooms

• Penne Pasta
Vegetable Selection
• Italian Style Vegetable Blend

Salad
• Italian Salad Mixed Greens, Julienne 
Red Onion, Cherry Tomatoes, Sliced 
Black Olives, Pepperoncini Peppers, 
Parmesan Cheese & Italian Bread 
Crumbs Tossed w/Italian Dressing Garlic 

Bread Selection
• Bread Sticks and Shredded Parmesan 

Cheese
Dessert Selection
• Chef’s Choice Dessert Selection

Coff ee 
• Regular and Decaf Coff ee

Editor’s Note
Is Your Art Missing in Action?
60% of our members have never been 
mentioned in our own publication. Don’t 
be one of them. While we are taking a 
break until the Special Summer Issue 
we will be collecting member news and 
photos of your work so keep sending. 
Thanks.                                — Dale Wolf

Membership Dues 
It’s that time of year when our 
Membership Dues are due. This is 
the main source for all our operating 
expenses each year. Please do your 
part in keeping our lights on. Write 
your check for your 2020 dues today 
and return along with your Ballot for 
the Board of Trustees. 
Please make your check payable to: 

Cincinnati Art Club 
Mail to: 

Cincinnati Art Club 
Attn: Membership Chairperson 

1021 Parkside Place, 
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.




