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President’s Message	 Don Schuster

I hope you are one of the CAC Members that gets to attend View the 
Vault. This will be a rare opportunity to see over 40 Paintings, Artist’s 
Pallets and memorabilia from CAC’s Permanent Collection. All on 
display in the Herman and Bessie Wessel Gallery.  Many of these items 
have never been exhibited to the public. Tuesday, April 2, 5:00 – 7:00 
PM at the Cincinnati Art Club.   We are inviting other area arts organi-
zations and the Mt. Adams Civic Association members to attend as well.  
There’s going to be a crowd!

At the end of the month, the DAWG group has invited Emily Holtrop,  Director of Learn-
ing & Interpretation at the Cincinnati Art Museum.  She will give us an introduction to 
their new exhibit, No Spectators: The Art of Burning Man. Coming in from the Ren-
wick Gallery of the Smithsonian American Art Museum, stunning immersive room-
sized installations, mutant art vehicles, creative costuming, films, jewelry and more will 
transport us to the Burning Man gathering. DAWG meets the last Tuesday, April 30, 2019. 
Hope to see you there!

This Club doesn’t work without member participation!
This year, because of the changes to the Constitution just voted in, the Nominating 
Committee will only nominate enough candidates to fill the openings. They have been 
reaching out to members to see who would serve on the Board of Trustees or Exhibition 
Committee. Two current members (Don Schuster & Marlene Steele), who are eligible to 
run again for the Board because they are officers, will be doing so. That leaves two open 
slots for the Board and 10 for Exhibition Committee to be nominated.
Ballots will be finalized by April 12. Names and biographies of the candidates will be an-
nounced by email, posted on the bulletin board at the clubhouse, and sent to you with 
the ballot and your Membership Renewal. You can put yourself in a position that will 
make a difference by volunteering for these or other committees!

Yours in artistic endeavor,
Don

Spectacular Associates’ Show, One of the Best

Cincinnati Art Club
1021 Parkside Place
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
(513) 241-4591
www.cincinnatiartclub.com
Board of Trustees – 2018-2019
President................................. Don Schuster
Vice President.................... Marlene Steele
Secretary........................... Heidi Hanssen
Treasurer..................................Steve Hart
Catering...................Merida D’Augustine
Development............................. Gary Eith
Exhibitions....................... Marlene Steele
ViewPoint.................................... Ray Burt
House & Property........Don Baumgarten
Membership................... Setsuko LeCroix
Programs ........................... Christine Kuhr
Publicity .................................Deb Marvin
Workshops.................... Eileen McConkey
Special Assignments:
Caretaker......................... Joan/Les Miley
Curator.................................Roger Heuck
Assistant Curator...................Don Schuster
Historian................................Dave Klocke
Sketch Group.........................Jerry Saylor
Social Media......... Marion Corbin Mayer
Webmaster ............................Deb Marvin
Dragonfly Editor ...................... Dale Wolf
Member submissions for the website and 
Dragonfly are welcome. Let us know what 
is happening in your world of art. This may 
include member news, artwork, websites, 
calls for entries, exhibit opportunities, links 
or other items of interest to members. 
All materials should be timely and will be 
subject to editing for clarity and space. 

Dragonfly is published every month except 
June, July and August which are replaced 
by a Summer Issue in mid-July. Deadline for 
submissions is the 10th of the month prior to 
publication. Send submissions to:

dragonfly@CincinnatiArtClub.com. 

For web content, submit whenever you want 
to share information to:

webmaster@CincinnatiArtClub.com 

There is no deadline for web content.

The Dragonfly is published for and by 
members of the Cincinnati Art Club. 

Review by George Bodine
The show was very well attended.  I think it is the largest 
crowd I’ve seen at an Associates’ Show, and several 
people commented along the same lines.  People were 
continuously going in and out of the event, and one 
of the things I found encouraging is that there seemed 
to be a lot of new members, both in the show as well 
as attending.  Marlene Steele, coordinator 
of the event, mentioned that several of the 
paintings were from members she previously had not met.  
The work was unusual also because the show included 
a LOT of abstract pieces, and the one I liked the best was 
borderline abstract, a small piece by Angie Zimmerman-
Hater, and it sold.  A series of two paintings by Jimi Jones 
were eye-popping.  Altogether, a resounding success for 
the Associates and for the Club!
   

Where  Is Toto?  Angie Zimmerman-Hater  

Aiden, Jimi Jones
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Roger Dale Brown, Dinner Presenter

His style is centered on the 
view that painting from life 
is essential.  He travels across 
the country and into Europe 
and South America to feed 
nature, history, architecture 
and culture into his paintings. 
Roger is a Master with OPA, 
a Living Master with the 
Art Renewal Center and 
Master with the American 
Impressionist Society.

Five New Club Members	

Kathleen Bodenlos
“I live in Mt. Adams and work full-time at Cincinnati 
Museum Center as Vice President of Marketing and 
Communications so finding time to paint is the hard-
est part. I travel a lot and like to study works by well-
known artists and other self-taught souls likemyself. I 
enjoy taking photos and painting from them but want 
to experiment more with plein air.”

Sheila Fleischer
Sheila returns to the Club, having moved 
away to care for family members. She stud-
ied art at what is now the Savannah College 
of Art and Designand painted extensively in 
Nagoya and Seton, Japan. Sheila volunteers 
as an art teacher at the Cincinnati Art Muse-
um and prior to her move from Cincinnati, 
she formerly was a Signature Member with 
CAC.

Five Additional New Members:   We also welcome
 John Smit, Elaine Stoker, Anthony Stollings, Peter Beves, and 
Melissa Osterman.

Put yourself in a position that will make a difference. We are looking for 
members who are willing to be on the Club’s Board of Trustees. Please 
get in touch with the Nominating Committee now, but before April 
12th, if you would like to be on the ballot or need more information. 
The Board of Trustees ballot will be distributed with Membership Re-
newal and the election results are announced at the Member Business 
Meeting on Friday, May 17.  Contact George Bodine at 513-314-2338, 
bodinegeorge@hotmail.com

Interested in the Future of the Cincinnat Art Club?

Calendar of Events

April Club Events
Board of Trustees Meeting
April 10, 4:30 - 6:30pm

April Dinner Meeting
April 12; 6:00-8:30pm
Reservations by April 10 at 10 a.m.

Sketch Group Art Show 
Wessel Gallery
Drop-off Dates and Times: 
March 28 7-9:30 or  
April1, 1-4:30   
during Sketch Group
Reception:
Friday, April 5 , 6pm – 9pm
Show 
Saturday, April 6, 1-4pm
Sunday, April 7, 1-4pm

View The Vault
Wessel Gallery, Members Only
April 2, 5-7pm
Duveneck Paint-In
Kenton County Library, 
Covington Branch
Scott Street, Covinton, KY
April13 at 10-4 pm
Members are invited
DAWG Meeting
April 30
Critique Sessions
Tuesday, April 9 from 7-9:30pm
Tuesday, April10 from 7-9:30pm

Sketch Group
Monday Sessions, April 1, 8, 15, 22
 from 1:00-4:30pm
Thursday Sessions, April 4, 11, 18, 25 
from 7-9:30pm

Looking Ahead to May
Signature Review 
May 4
Spring Signature Show
May 10, 11, 12
Dinner Business Meeting
May 17
Bill Farnsworth Workshop
Capturing the Essence in Plein Air 
May 29-31

Memoriam Award
Send on-going contributions to the 
club address; note that contribution 
is designated toward this program. If 
you are aware of any member who has 
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Duveneck Centennial Continues

View the Vault – Special Showing for Club Members
Because most of these works have never been seen by our Club members there will be a Club Open House/Reception to view this 
fabulous collection. All members are invited, Tuesday April 2, 6:30-9 pm. The regular Critique Session that night will be rescheduled to 
the following week, April 9.  

Frank Duveneck: Father of American Painting
By Linda Crank
We tend to think of Frank Duveneck as having only a local influence. We are familiar with his years of teaching at the Art Academy, 
his paintings at the CAM and in the Taft, and his murals at the Basilica, but he had an impact that extended beyond our own area. 
When he went abroad to study in Munich, American art was still in its infancy. As one art critic wrote, “There was a great desire to 
have the day when our artists shall be bred at home, and the approval of a foreign master shall 
no longer be necessary to give an American a position among his own countrymen.”

The nation was also looking for recognition from the international art world. Frank 
Duveneck was instrumental in fulfilling these wishes, and it earned him the title of “the 
father of American painting”.  First, he brought back Courbet’s philosophy of Realism 
along with the cutting-edge Munich School style of painting, as shown through his own 
excellent work. His paintings were enthusiastically praised by art critics and hailed as 
“the dawning of a new era in American art.”   He also began instilling these principles and 
techniques into American students, beginning in 1874 to a night class at the McMicken 
School of Design in Cincinnatiand then to the American-born Duveneck Boys (and also 
some ladies) in Europe.  After his second return to the States, he instructed numerous 
students at the Art Academy of Cincinnati. It was no longer necessary to travel outside the 
country to receive a good art education.

He was recognized nationally and internationally as well. The Paris Salon awarded him prizes for both the painting of his wife and his 
sculpture of her. He was invited to serve on juries for international art shows alongside the likes of Anders Zorn, Cecilia Beaux and 
William Merritt Chase. By 1913, his work and influence was significant enough that artist Edmund Tarbell wrote to the head of the Fine 
Arts Division of the 1915 Panama Pacific International Exposition, “Mr. Duveneck seems to be the one man who started the present era of 
American painting.  I hope that it can be brought about that recognition can be shown him so that he may have the benefit of knowing that 
he is appreciated”.  In response Trask penned this invitation to Duveneck: “Tarbell’s words are so clearly in accord with my own thoughts 
... I am writing you to fill with your own works a gallery which shall contain no other paintings ... with the understanding of the fact that 

this gallery is given up to your work as the highest tribute which it is in the power of this 
Department to pay you.” 

After seeing his artwork, a jury of 30 artists, not only from the States, but from Holland,  
Japan, Cuba, Italy, Portugal, China, Argentina, Sweden and Norway proclaimed:  “Whereas 
the comprehensive retrospective collection of Mr. Frank Duveneck’s work in oils, etching and 
sculpture brought together here has unquestionably proven to be the real surprise of the 
whole American Section in the Palace of Fine Arts, and, whereas, these works have astonished 
and delighted all those hitherto unacquainted with his life work, while   confirming the opinion 
of those few who have long held him in the highest esteem both as an artist and as a man, we 
the foreign jurors on the International Jury of Awards, feel that some special recognition of his 
distinguished contribution to American art should be awarded Mr. Duveneck, and we herewith 
recommend a Special Medal of Honor be struck in his honor and awarded him.”

In recognition of his significance nationally, his family home on Greenup Street in 
Covington, was added to the National Register In recognition of his significance nationally, 
his family home on Greenup Street in Covington, was added to the National Register of 
Historic Places in 2015.

Whistling Boy, Frank Duveneck
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Solo Artists Shows in Club Foyer

Cardinal Fan with Reds Tickets, Jeff Mosby Blazing, Eileen McConkey

April features the work of Eileen McConkey and coming up in May will be paintings by Jeff Mosby. Be sure to stop by 
the Club to see these new collections

DAWG Meeting,  April 30	
At the March Meeting DAWG will host speaker Emily Holtrop, Director of Learning & Interpretation at the Cincin-
nati Art Museum. She will give us an introduction to No Spectators: The Art of Burning Man

Fresh from the Renwick Gallery of the Smithsonian American Art Muse-
um, stunning immersive room-sized installations, mutant art vehicles, 
creative costuming, films, jewelry and more will transport Cincinnati Art 
Museum audiences to the Burning Man gathering.

Burning Man. It’s been called “an experience in 
collective dreaming.” It’s a cultural movement and 
a thriving temporary city of more than 70,000 
active participants from all over the globe who 
gather in the dust of the Black Rock Desert out-
side Reno, Nevada, for seven days.

Helen Wessel Memoriam	

It was with great sadness that we received the message that one of our Honorary 
Members, Helen Wessel, age 93, has passed away in mid-January down in South Day-
tona, Florida. Helen, daughter-in-law of Hermanand Bessie Wessel, studied at the Art 
Academy of Cincinnati and was a graduate of UC DAAP, held a Master from Harvard 
and Doctorate from UC in Art Education.  She was married to Dr. Robert H. Wessel, 
Vice Provost for Graduate Studies, UC. Together, they gifted many of Herman and 
Bessie’s paintings to the Cincinnati Art Club. Through their generosity we raised sub-
stantial funds for our Club and we named our multi-purpose room/gallery in honor 
of Herman and Bessie Wessel.
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Capturing the Essence, Bill Farnsworth Workshop, May 29-31

Bill Farnsworth is coming to the Cincinnati Art Club to teach a 3-day Oil Painting Plein Air Workshop.

Each morning, Bill will demonstrate a step-by-step process on how to choose and edit a scene.   Then he 
will teach how to capture the essence of the scene.  His unique approach of working from the inside-out 
with three known values will help us create believable paintings that are full of light.  

As a 1980 graduate of The Ringling School of Art and Design, Bill Farnsworth has spent more than 34 
years as an Illustrator and fine artist.  He has painted for most of his life in New Milford, Connecticut creat-
ing landscapes of the rural area, while supporting himself and family with his growing illustration career.   

He is a Signature member of The Oil Painters of America, American Society of Marine Artists’ and The 
American Society of Impressionists.   He has garnered awards of excellence from the OPA, including Best 
in Show at The 10th Biennial National Show and a Bronze Medal at OPA’s Summer Salon.  Fine Art Views 
stated, ” Sensitive and full of human emotion, the heartfelt work of Farnsworth takes us to inner depths.” 
Contact Eileen McConkey for registration information.

Landscape by Bill Farnsworth
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Tom Post holds his First One-Person Show

Hard to believe, Tom has never done a 
one-person show before, but it is coming 
this summer at Artists’ Attic Studio & Gal-
lery from May 1 to June 30. The focus of the 
show is “Chaos to Order” to demonstrate 
the balance between two opposing forces 
from preconceived ideas to a level of order 
with new-found knowledge and sensitivity.  
Supporters can attend the Show Opening 
Reception on May 17 at 401 W. Main Street, 
Lexington KY.

Edith Marrero Exhibit at YWCA
A new show has opened at the YWCA Gakkery, downtown at 898 Walnut, 
and the star of the show was Edith Marerro. Edith seldom misses attending 
our Monday Sketch Group, as she continues a life-long commitment to art.
The exhibit entitled   The WOMANIST MOVEMENT: Bridging the Gap Be-
tween White Women and Women of Color” received major success when 
it opened March 8, 2019 with 400+ attendees viewing the work displayed. 
The WOMANIST MOVEMENT exhibit will remain up until the last week of 
May. Edith has several paintings on display at the show. 

She went to Hunter College, earned her Masters Degree and became an art 
teacher, all while raising her children as a single mother. She retired fter teaching for 16 years but continued as 
a volunteer where she taught children to read. She continues drawing and painting nearly every day and takes 
art classes to keep her skills at a professional level. She frequently exhibits her work at various shows.

Ena Menefield of the YWCA staff said, “Edith’s enthusiastic smile, and loving heart cap-
tured everyone’s attention. She was the first artist to make a sale, the Waiting to Exhale 
piece (which collected a lot of admirers) sold to the former Director of Muse, Cathy Roma 
for $2,.000.”

That’s the same Edith we all know . . . as she works away capturing the essence of the 
live models at Sketch Group. Inevitably, with her great smile and laugh, she walks 
around our easels and studies what other artists are doing and shares her thoughts 
about the works she sees: “That’s good, really good. Nice color!” as she encourages ev-
eryone in the Sketch Group.

Chaos to Order, Tom Post

John Leon will begin Sculpture Classes on April 10 and 11, 2019, 9 to 
noon and 6:30 to 9:30 on Wednesdays & Thursdaysat his Sharonville 
studio.  For questions or to sign up.  
Email JLSculptor@gmail.com or 
call 513-777-1862 

John Leon, New Sculpture Class

Edith Marrero is surrounded by two 
YWCA staff at her show opening
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Artsit of the Month                                                                               Linda Crank

Communicating the Story Visually
By Mandy Putnam, Dragonfl y Feature Writer
Growing up in Chicago, Linda Crank was inspired to become a painter early on 
from frequent visits to her grandfather’s apartment. There she was captivated 
by the smell of oil paint and his artwork, hung salon style in the living room. 
Her creative family supported her enthusiasm for becoming an artist, and she 
pursued her degree at the prestigious American Academy of Art in Chica-
go.  Upon graduation, Linda worked as a commercial artist at the Emmett J. 
Newman Studio in Chicago’s Loop, then as an illustrator for newspaper articles, 
books, magazines and advertising agencies. But her residence with her hus-
band and family in Pakistan for 10 years brought her what she considers as her 
most rewarding project – revising and illustrating a literacy primer.

After returning from abroad, Linda began her studies in oil painting with Keith 
Klein and later Carl Samson in the Cincinnati area. Her process is methodical 
and mindful – paying close attention to good drawing, edges and form, use of 
color, good composition and design.  Linda often produces a fi nished study in 
charcoal prior to creating a painting. While she leaves the interpretation of her work open to the viewer, she uses subject matter and 
symbols with

specific intent to communicate a story.  “I want my work to say something more than just portraying objects.”

“My husband brought back a pair of elaborately embroidered men’s shoes from a trip back to Pakistan, and I immediately wanted to paint 
them. After setting up the still life, I realized that I was making a statement about the way things appear – sometimes so beautiful at first that 
we dearly love them, but later becoming something that hurts us.”

“This painting became a turning point for me in my artistic journey. After receiving a positive 
response in the Art Club’s critique session, I took it to Closson’s to be framed. There I was asked 
to be one of the artists they represented. But the pressure to be good overwhelmed me and I 
developed an artist’s block. I realized that I needed to deepen my knowledge of art, and

through a series of providential events I came to study with Carl Samson.”

“I spotted a beautiful glazed bowl that I wanted to paint and decided to complement

it with rusts and blues. Adding a couple of antique bottles found while digging in our

backyard, an awl and wooden box containing a whetstone that had belonged to my

grandfather-in-law, and the bowl made by my mother-in-law provided the right props,

plus the pleasure of making a piece which includes meaningful objects.”

Commenting on the medium, Linda indicates, “Pastels are a fairly new medium for me, but I 
like their ability to help me work faster compared with oils.”

“Every year the Greenacres Artists Guild holds a thematic show. ‘It’s Skyline Time’ refl ects the 
theme of Cincinnati – combining Skyline Chili with the city’s German infl uence represented by 
the stein. I visited a nearby Skyline restaurant and watched how they made their chili dogs.

Using props with a short shelf life required changing the cheese when it dried out and keeping 
the hotdog refrigerated unless I was working on that part of the painting. The result proved 
very popular.  When the painting sold, I gifted the new owner with the stein so it could be 
displayed along with the painting. The drawing was purchased by a gentleman in California 
who simply liked it.”  Linda is a Signature Member of the Cincinnati Art Club, a member of the 
Greenacres Artists Guild, and works fulltime as a fi ne artist both taking commissions and cre-

ating her own works of art. She is currently represented by the Eisele Gallery. Incorporating her interest in painting and art history, Linda posts 
photos of paintings and art history daily on her Facebook page. You can follow Linda’s Art History posts on Facebook here: https://www.
facebook.com/lacrank/media_set?set=a.1165065679511&type=3 “The artists’ network on Facebook is very strong. It’s a great place to share 
ideas, become inspired by what folks are doing and form relationships which can result in all kinds of benefits.”

        Something Old, Something Blue, 
                                                    Linda Crank
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Member News

David Mueller and Mary Beth Karaus 
Capture OPA Show
A Big Night in Florida
What a night in St. Augustine FL at the Cutter and Cutter Fine Arts 
Gallery. It was Awards Night at the Oil Painters of America’s highly publicized “Virtuoso Exhibition. There were 136 of some of the best 
artists in the country with their paintings hung in the show. When the drum rolls were finished, a stunned David Mueller’s Black Velvet 
was awarded the Blue Ribbon in the Signature Category. That was not enough. Right behind came MaryBeth Karaus who garnered the 
Third Place ribbon and to make it even sweeter, her painting was sold at the show. All in all a great showing for two of our Club mem-
bers. Congratulations to David and MaryBeth. 

Bodine on Auction at Salmagundi
Every year George Bodine sends a few of his best paintings to support the oldest art club in America, the Salmagundi Club on Fifth 
Avenue in NYC. They are put up for auction in a fund raiser that has been going on since the late 1800’s. This year, two paintings were 
auctioned: Va a La Cafe Florian and Going Back.

Member News

Signature Artist Show Review
Anyone who was at the Opening Night, this was a wonderful show with great diversity of styles and media. Here is a short selection 
from over 40 paintings on display. The Associates Show opened March 1 and the Sketch Group Show opens April 2.

The Veteran Comes Home, George BodineInto the Light, Ray Hassard

Girl at Museum, Tom Tarvin

High Plains Drifter, Cecilia Brendel

Art Night at the Pendleton, 
                         Jim Pendery

Marlene Steele discusses pastel artistry
with Marin McFadden at Show Opening. Jarrett, David Mueller

Natures Blush, MB Karaus

Tom Post and Linda Karaus with Daniel Green

Black Velvet, David Mueller
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Workshops At Olde Masters Galleria

3-day floral workshop -
Learn to paint Lovely roses and florals 
with Dennis Perrin May 4,5,6
 $425

3-day Plein air workshop 
with Chuck Marshall -
June 21, 22, 23
$350

5- Day Workshop Rembrandt Portait 
with Cecilia Brendel
 June 3-7 and July 22-26

For more information, on these and other workshops, please visit 
www.oldemastersgalleria.com or call 937-602-3173, 
email info@oldemastersgalleria.com

Dinner Meeting Reservation  

Dragonfly Announcementl
Prayers do get answered! 

And ours came this month when Cecilia 

Brendel stepped forward and took over 

the reins as Dragonfly Production Artist. 

I will have a more formal intro to Cecilia 

in our May issue. For now, please excuse 

the lack of member news as we work 

through the transition and Cecilia makes 

her debut with this issue.  Great things 

coming in May and Summer issues, like 

a 4-page portfolio of member paintings 

that feature animals in our work and a 

look-back at all the wonderful things 

we’ve done together since this past 

September.– Dale Wolf, Editor

The next dinner meeting will be 
on April 12, 2019 

6:00 - 8:30pm
To make your reservation, call the 
CAC office at (513) 241-4591 or e-mail:        
dinner@cincinnatiartclub.com

Reservation deadline is 10:00am 
the Wednesday before the meeting. 
Early reservations are very much 
appreciated. If you should need to 
cancel, do so before the Wednesday 
deadline. Traditionally, the Club 
requests payment at the door by 
CHECK only in order to facilitate 
getting people in quickly and having 
an accurate record of payment. 

The cost of brunch is $20 per person.

Entree
•	Ranchero Chick Breast 
•	Vegetarian Selection

Mexican Stuffed pepper with salsa 
Vegetable Selection
•	Black Beans and Roasted corn

Starch Selection
Salad - Fiesta Salad
Bread Selection
•	Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls  

served with  Butter
Dessert Selection
•	Chef’s Choice Dessert Selection

Coffee 
•	Regular and Decaf Coffee

Dinner Menu


