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There were not enough members who stayed after last month’s 
Brunch Meeting on February 16th to hold a Members’ Meeting. The 
Constitution of the Club requires at least 30 members attending to 
constitute a quorum. Therefore, I’m announcing here and by email the 
results of the vote on revisions of our Constitution:
Overwhelmingly all revisions were adopted! If you should want a 
detailed accounting of the vote tally, it has been posted on the bulletin 
board in the cloakroom at the clubhouse. Thank you, if you are one of 

the large number of members that took the time to read the changes, fi ll out the ballot 
and return it to the Club.
The Board of Trustees would like to extend an invitation to all CAC Members to attend 
a special event… View the Vault. This will be a rare opportunity to see approximately 
35 Paintings  and Artist’s Pallets from CAC’s Permanent Collection on display in the 
Herman and Bessie Wessel Gallery. Many of these items have never been exhibited to 
the public. Tuesday, April 2, 5:00 – 7:00 PM at the Cincinnati Art Club. We are inviting 
other area arts organizations and the Mt. Adams Civic Association members to attend as 
well. Please join us!

It is with great sadness that we received the message that one of our 
Honorary Members, Helen Wessel, age 93, has passed away in mid-
January down in South Daytona, Florida. Helen, daughter-in-law of 
Herman and Bessie Wessel, studied at the Art Academy of Cincinnati 
and was a graduate of UC DAAP, held a Master from Harvard and 
Doctorate from UC in Art Education. She was married to Dr. Robert H. 

Wessel, Vice Provost for Graduate Studies, UC. Together, they gifted many of Herman 
and Bessie’s paintings to the Cincinnati Art Club.  Through their generosity we raised 
substantial funds for our Club and we named our multi-purpose room/gallery in honor 
of Herman and Bessie Wessel.
Yours in artistic endeavor,
Don
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Spring is Here, At Least Offi  cially
Josie Gearhart is showing us the way into 
Spring with her Pathway Home. The trees 
are still barren but beautiful while the 
undergrowth is turning green and the 
suns shines across the painting. Daylight 
Savings Time comes on March 10, the 
Spring Equinox falls ten days later. If you’re 
doing plein air, keep your boots on as 
more rain (or even snow) will befuddle us. 
Thanks, Josie, for reminding us that the 
weather will soon spring forward.

MEMBER NEWS

Pathway Home, Josie Gearhart
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MARCH DINNER PROGRAM

Get Ready for Inspiration with David Mueller
The Art Club is incredibly fortunate that Christine Kuhr scheduled 
back-to-back presentations by Gail Morrison at our February brunch 
meeting and now David Mueller at our March dinner meeting. Dave, 
of course, is a renowned fi gurative, portrait and plein air artist who is 
represented by the Eisele Gallery as well as other galleries across the 
country and even in London. He was trained in traditional realism at 
The American Academy of Art in Chicago but has evolved to what he 
calls “painterly realism” – somewhere between refi ned and not-so-
refi ned. The result is always stunning.

David will talk about inspiration—something that feels like a gift from outside us, but 
also takes a good amount of perseverance to turn into good art. Inspiration has to 
come alongside some pretty “sophisticated fundamentals thinking” if it has a chance of 
surviving on a canvas.
“I will demonstrate a simple block-in that I teach and use to tackle my own work. The tools 
include pre-designed value puzzle pieces in ‘families of value’, asymmetrical balance, and 
edge diversity. I will show an edge map and a simple tonal arrangement using a small gray 
pastel thumbnail and how this helps me to get off  to a simple and eff ective start. There 
are certain ‘healthy’ pre-painting procedures and thought processes that lead to more 
consistently successful painting. Thinking ahead allows more spontaneity in brushwork and 
technique as the painting begins and works its way toward completion.”
David moved to Cincinnati in 1989 from his native Chicago to work as an artist at 
Gibson Greeting Cards. Two years later he turned full-time to oil painting as a career. 
The move to Cincinnati gave David two of the things he most treasures. He fell in love 
here and now shares his life with MaryBeth Karaus, herself a sought after, award winning 
artist. And he joined the Cincinnati Art Club which he now attributes as being the 
biggest boost to his career. He says “Most of my friends and connections came from my 
membership in the Club, and they are the peers who have taught me to be a better artist.”

Eileen McConkey, Workshop Chair
As an abstract artist in days past and as an avid do-it-yourself 
person, she invented a new substrate and painting methods. She 
saw representational art as, well, boring. Then a change in her 
viewpoint happened and she took on the challenge of painting 
what was in front of her, leaving abstracts in the dust for a while. 
She dove into representational painting workshops, read about art 
and surrounded herself with images of art that inspired her. Over 

the course of many workshops, she came to understand the gaps that most were not 
teaching. Now she teaches others by providing insights they won’t get in most classes. 
She brings this attitude to her work on the Board as Workshop Coordinator where 
she has provided Club members with a wide array of workshops by leading experts. 
Her philosophy: “If I see something that needs to get done I do it and have fun doing 
it.” Eileen is full of ideas for the Club and she is pleased to see some of them already 
getting done, with more to come.

Ray Burt, ViewPoint
Raymond Burt is a native of Cincinnati, a graduate of The University 
of Cincinnati DAAP program with a degree in advertising design. 
His foundation for painting came from studying with such notables 
as Robert Fabe, Reginald Grooms, and Phil Foster. His initial focus 
was on producing major corporate events before he refocused on 
multimedia audiovisual design and became president of David 
Douglas Corporation, a Midwest leader in this fi eld. “My work is 

primarily in watercolor. Although some mornings in my studio, I fi nd myself listening to 
Vivaldi and playing with acrylic inks in vibrant, abstract colors. But as the sun sets, I always 

MEET YOUR BOARD MEMBERS

Eileen McConkey

Ray Burt

CALENDAR OF EVENTS

March Club Events
Board of Trustees Meeting
March 13, 4:30 - 6:30pm

March Dinner Meeting
Friday, March 15; 6:00-8:30pm

Associate Art Show
Wessel Gallery
Drop-off  Dates and Times: 

February 21, 7-9:30 and 
February 25, 1-4:30  
during Sketch Group
Reception:

Friday, March 1, 6pm – 9pm
Show 

Saturday, March 2, 1-4pm
Sunday, March 3, 1-4pm

Workshop
Book Art with Judith Serling-Strum

Postponed until further notice

Critique Sessions
Tuesday, March 5 from 7-9:30pm
Tuesday, March 19 from 7-9:30pm

Sketch Group
Monday Sessions, March 4, 11, 18, 25 
from 1:00-4:30pm
Thursday Sessions, March 7, 14, 21, 28 
from 7-9:30pm
Jerry Saylor, Facilitator

DAWG Meeting
March 26, 7-9:30pm

Looking Ahead to April
April Sketch Group Show

Friday, April 5through Sunday, April 7
Special Members-Only Event 

CAC Vault Showing of 35 Duveneck 

Era Paintings

April 2, 6:30-9:00pm
Deadline for April Dragonfl y 

March 10, 5pm
Submit to:
Dragonfl y@CincinnatiArtClub.com 
Duveneck Paint-in  

Kenton Cty Library, Covington Branch
Scott Street, Covington, KY
April 13-- Members are invited

Memoriam Award
Send on-going contributions to the 
club address; note that contribution 
is designated toward this program. If 
you are aware of any member who has 
passed this year, please notify Steve Hart.
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turn to Chopin and settle back to the translucence and softness of my watercolor brushes and pallet.” He has served on the Art Club 
Board from 2012-2015 and re-elected to the Board in May again in 2017. ” I’ve Chaired Viewpoint for 6 of the last 7 years. My goal for 
the Club has been to give it the recognition and respect it deserves and warrants throughout the Cincinnati art scene. The Cincinnati Art 
Club is the best kept secret in the city. It is not well promoted, something I have hoped to change.”

MEET YOUR BOARD MEMBERS (CONTINUED) 

Duveneck Paint-in Scheduled
If you missed the recent copy experiences, members are invited to copy Frank Duveneck at the Covington Branch of the Kenton 
County Public Library on Scott Street this coming April 13. Contact Marlene Steele for details. 

Rare Showing of Club Vault Paintings, Tuesday, April 2
The Cincinnati Art Museum’s Duveneck Association will meet at our Club for a luncheon with a rare showing of about 35 Duveneck Era 
paintings from our vault. Dave Klocke will give a brief presentation to Association members on the history of the Club and our ties to 
Duveneck. 

View the Vault – Special Showing for Club Members

Because most of these works have never been seen by our Club members there will be a Club Open House/Reception to view this 
fabulous collection. All members are invited, Tuesday April 2, 6:30-9 pm. The regular Critique Session that night will be rescheduled to 
the following week, April 9.  

Remembering Frank and Lizzie Duveneck
By Linda Crank

The passing of Elizabeth Boott Duveneck was sudden and unexpected. She and Frank had just 
submitted their paintings to be juried for the Paris Salon when she came down with pneumonia and 
died. He was utterly devastated; his life completely changed. Her body was transported by train back 
to Florence, that “beautiful country of fl owers she so dearly loved,” where she was buried in the Allori 
Cemetery. Back in Cincinnati Frank sought for a way to pay his tribute to his dear Lizzie. He chose to 
remember her by creating a bronze effi  gy that would be placed on her tomb and consulted the great 
sculptor Augustus Saint-Gaudens. With his encouragement Frank sought out the expertise and help of 
Cincinnati sculptor Clement Barnhorn. In the sculptor’s studio on Pike Street, they began the process 
by creating a beautiful clay model of his wife. Duveneck worked on the recumbent fi gure, assuaging 
his sorrow and expressing his tender, almost reverential love, in her serene face, the folded hands, the 
softly molded drapery and the palm leaf of victory laid across her fi gure. It was completed about 1889 
and from that a plaster model made – the very one that is displayed now at the Cincinnati Art Museum. 
The bronze was completed in Boston and installed in Florence. Lizzie’s father was so pleased with Frank’s 
monument that he commissioned a white marble copy of it for the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston. On 
its return to the States, it was shown at the Paris Salon of 1895 where it won an honorable mention. 
Casts were made from the marble for other museums all over the country, and another made in bronze 
with gold leaf for the Metropolitan Museum of Art.
When Frank died on January 3, 1919, he was mourned widely by numerous friends and those who had benefi ted from his 
generosity. After a requiem high mass celebrated at St. Mary’s Cathedral Basilica by the bishop and archbishop of the diocese, he 
was buried in the Mother of God cemetery a few miles away. His friend Clement Barnhorn was responsible for making his memorial 
crypt. The idea came from some years before when Frank and Clement had designed 
a monument for Duveneck’s mother. However, the plans had been set aside when he 
dedicated his murals at the Basilica in Covington to her. These sketches were now used 
by Clement for Frank himself. The pink marble crypt was mined in Wausau, Wisconsin, 
with “Duveneck” inscribed prominently on its side. Four bronze angels were created 
to stand, wings outspread, at its four corners. They represented Faith, Hope, and 
Charity, with the last proclaiming in Latin, “He is not here!” referring to the resurrection. 
The crypt was put in place in the mid-1920’s, encircled by eighteen of his family and 
relatives’ gravesites. It still attracts attention, including an annual remembrance by the 
Cincinnati Art Club, and from those who appreciate the skills and signifi cant artistic 
contributions of Frank Duveneck. 

DUVENECK CENTENNIAL CONTINUES

Memorial to Lizzie

Memorial to Frank
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Communicating the Story Visually
By Mandy Putnam, Dragonfl y Feature Writer

Growing up in Chicago, Linda Crank was inspired to become a painter early on from frequent visits 
to her grandfather’s apartment. There she was captivated by the smell of oil paint and his artwork, 
hung salon style in the living room. Her creative family supported her enthusiasm for becoming an 
artist, and she pursued her degree at the prestigious American Academy of Art in Chicago.
Upon graduation, Linda worked as a commercial artist at the Emmett J. Newman Studio in 
Chicago’s Loop, then as an illustrator for newspaper articles, books, magazines and advertising 
agencies. But her residence with her husband and family in Pakistan for 10 years brought her 
what she considers as her most rewarding project – revising and illustrating a literacy primer.
After returning from abroad, Linda began her studies in oil painting with Keith Klein and later 
Carl Samson in the Cincinnati area.  Her process is methodical and mindful – paying close 
attention to good drawing, edges and form, use of color, good composition and design. Linda 
often produces a fi nished study in charcoal prior to creating a painting. While she leaves the 
interpretation of her work open to the viewer, she uses subject matter and symbols with 
specifi c intent to communicate a story. 
“I want my work to say something more than just portraying objects.”

“My husband brought back a pair of elaborately embroidered men’s shoes from a trip 
back to Pakistan, and I immediately wanted to paint them. After setting up the still life, 
I realized that I was making a statement about the way things appear – sometimes so 
beautiful at first that we dearly love them, but later becoming something that hurts us.”  
“This painting became a turning point for me in my artistic journey. After receiving a positive 
response in the Art Club’s critique session, I took it to Closson’s to be framed. There I was asked 
to be one of the artists they represented. But the pressure to be good overwhelmed me and 
I developed an artist’s block. I realized that I needed to deepen my knowledge of art, and 
through a series of providential events I came to study with Carl Samson.”
“I spotted a beautiful glazed bowl that I wanted to paint and decided to complement 
it with rusts and blues. Adding a couple of antique bottles found while digging in our 
backyard, an awl and wooden box containing a whetstone that had belonged to my 
grandfather-in-law, and the bowl made by my mother-in-law provided the right props, 
plus the pleasure of making a piece which includes meaningful objects.”
Commenting on the medium, Linda indicates, “Pastels are a fairly new medium for me, but I like their ability to help me work faster 
compared with oils.”
“Every year the Greenacres Artists Guild holds a thematic show. ‘It’s Skyline Time’ refl ects the theme of Cincinnati – combining Skyline Chili 
with the city’s German infl uence represented by the stein. I visited a nearby Skyline restaurant and watched how they made their chili dogs. 
Using props with a short shelf life required changing the cheese when it dried out and keeping the hotdog refrigerated unless I was working 

on that part of the painting. The result proved very popular. 
When the painting sold, I gifted the new owner with the 
stein so it could be displayed along with the painting. The 
drawing was purchased by a gentleman in California who 
simply liked it.”
Linda is a Signature Member of the Cincinnati Art Club, a 
member of the Greenacres Artists Guild, and works full-
time as a fi ne artist both taking commissions and creating 
her own works of art. She is currently represented by the 
Eisele Gallery. Incorporating her interest in painting and 
art history, Linda posts photos of paintings and art history 
daily on her Facebook page. You can follow Linda’s Art 
History posts on Facebook here: 
https://www.facebook.com/lacrank/
media_set?set=a.1165065679511&type=3 
“The artists’ network on Facebook is very strong. It’s a 
great place to share ideas, become inspired by what 
folks are doing and form relationships which can result 
in all kinds of benefi ts.”

ARTIST OF THE MONTH LINDA CRANK

Linda Crank in her studio

Beautiful but Dangerous, Linda Crank

Something Old, Something Blue, 
Linda Crank

It’s Skyline Time, Linda Crank
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Marlene Steele discusses pastel artistry 
with Marin McFadden at Show Opening.

The Veteran Comes Home, George Bodine
Into the Light, Ray Hassard

Art Night at the Pendleton, Jim Pendery

Girl at Museum, Tom Tarvin

Jarrett, David Mueller

Signature Artist Show Review
Anyone who was at the Opening Night, this was a wonderful show with great diversity of styles and media. Here is a short selection 
from over 40 paintings on display. The Associates Show opens March 1 and the Sketch Group Show opens April 2.

ART CLUB NEWS

Workshop — Book Art with Judith Serling-Strum (To be rescheduled) Contact Eileen McConkey for more information.
New Members — We welcome four new members: SheillaFleischer, Peter Beves, Melissa Osterman, John Smit.
In Memoriam — Honorary Member Helen Wessel passed away recently. She was living in Florida.
Frank Duveneck at the Eisele Gallery — Frank Duveneck’s works are part of the Eisele Gallery’s fi rst exhibition of 2019 with a 
showing of living and local artists in February. Other past artists included in the show were: Paul Chidlaw (1900 - 1989), Charles 
S. Kaelin (1858 - 1929), Edward C. Volkert (1871 - 1935), Louis Ritman (1889 - 1963), Robert Salmon (1775 - 1845), Dixie Selden 
(1868 - 1935), Elizabeth Nourse (1859 - 1939), Henry Mosler (1841 - 1920), Julie Morrow Deforest (1882 - 1979), Charles Meurer 
(1865 - 1955). Living artists included in the show were: Richard Luschek, MaryBeth Karaus, Doreen St. John, Deborah Reid 
Jenkins, Linda Crank, Robert Hagberg, Chuck Marshall, Katherine Meade, Scott Addis, Michael Reibel, Jim Herrmann, Joseph Orr.
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David Mueller and Mary Beth Karaus Capture OPA Show
Oh, what a night in St. Augustine, Fl at the Oil Painters of America’s “Virtuosos” exhibition 
where David achieved the Blue Ribbon in the Signature Division and Mary Beth took 
Third Place and sold her painting. They were among 136 artists displaying in this highly 
competitive showing at Cutter and Cutter Fine Art. David extended their appreciation 
to Daniel Greene (pictured here between them), for honoring the two of them with his 
choices in this show. Such a fun and special weekend for two members of the Club! 

Bodine on Auction at Salmagundi
Every year George Bodine sends a few of his best paintings to support the oldest art club 
in America, the Salmagundi Club on Fifth Avenue in NYC.  They are put up for auction in 
a fund raiser that has been going on since the late 1800’s.  This year, two paintings were 
auctioned: Va a La Cafe Florian and Going Back. 

Artist in Residence Opportunity
Christ Church Cathedral is seeking 3-5 artists to support a week-long summer program 
“Camp Create”, held at the Cathedral, 318 E. Fourth Street, 45202 during the week of July 
8-12, 2019. https://cincinnaticathedral.com/camp-create/

New Club Workshop Coming
Bill Farnsworth is coming to the Club for a 3-day plein air workshop on May 29-31, 2019. 
Look for more details.

An artist should never be a prisoner of himself, prisoner of style, 
prisoner of reputation, prisoner of success. 

Henri Matisse

DINNER MENU DINNER MEETING RESERVATION  FROM THE EDITOR…

Dragonfl y 
Announcementl

While we lack art production 
resources and staffing, we 
may need to temporarily 
discontinue our expanded 
member news coverage for 
the next several issues. We 
regret this interruption in 
telling your stories, but with 
limited resources we find this a 
necessary action. The stories we 
had planned will be published 
in a future issue. We will resume 
this coverage as soon as possible. 
– Dale Wolf, Editor

The next dinner meeting will be 

on Friday, March 15, 2019

6:00 - 8:00pm

To make your reservation, call the 
CAC offi  ce at (513) 241-4591 or e-mail:        
dinner@cincinnatiartclub.com

Reservation deadline is 10:00am 
the Wednesday before the meeting. 
Early reservations are very much 
appreciated. If you should need to 
cancel, do so before the Wednesday 
deadline. Traditionally, the Club 
requests payment at the door by 
CHECK only in order to facilitate 
getting people in quickly and having 
an accurate record of payment. 

The cost of brunch is $20 per person.

Entree
• Baked Mahi Mahi with fruit salsa

Vegetarian Selection
• Portabella mushroom stuff ed with 
vegetables

Vegetable Selection
• Chef’s Choice Vegetable

Starch Selection
• Tri Color fi ngerling potatoes

Salad
• Burst of Citrus Salad (with Romaine 

Lettuce Tossed w/Mixed Greens, 
Mandarin Oranges, Pineapple Chunks, 
Feta Cheese, Craisins and Toasted 
Almonds, with Orange Vinaigrette 
Dressing)

Bread Selection
• Fresh Baked Dinner Rolls 

served with  Butter
Dessert Selection
• Chef’s Choice Dessert Selection

Coff ee 
• Regular and Decaf Coff ee

MEMBER NEWS


