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President’s Message Don SchuSter

 Out with a BANG and now get ready as we head into 
the BIG HALF of our 2019-20 season.

If you didn’t make it to the Holiday Brunch and 
Painting Exchange at the Cincinnati Art Museum, 
you really missed out!  Besides our usual activities 
of fellowship, food and artwork exchange, Dr. 
Peter Jonathan Bell, Associate Curator of European 
Paintings, Sculpture and Drawings, lead us on an 
insightful tour of Treasures of the Spanish World 
Exhibition.  He knew what he was talking about, he 
put the exhibit together!  You’ll have to join us next 
year when we come up with something even better!

Who would have thunk it?  The Club must have more devoted members, 
family and friends than what rumors foretold!  The Art of Giving Fundraising 
Campaign has been extraordinary!  We’re celebrating at a special Gala for those 
who contributed on January 15.  This month we will hold our first combined 
Photography and Digital Art Exhibit, opening January 10.  Photography had 
been excluded as a medium from Club shows until the amendments approved 
by membership last season.  

As promised, our winter All Members’ Meeting will be held February 1, 10:00 
am to Noon.  An introduction to the new Club Branding initiative, preview of 
Founders’ Week activities and update on work the Board has done to improve 
our financial situation are on the docket.  The Founders’ Week celebration will 
quickly follow.  Have you started on your historical Cincinnati or Cincinnati Art 
Club piece yet?

We know you’re a joiner, how about coming out and sharing the fun!  The 
Board and its committees have really upped their game.  Exciting activities and 
fellowship await.  Take advantage of what YOUR Club is offering!

Yours in artistic endeavor,

Don

January Program: Digitizing, Printing & Mounting for Fine Artists
Club Brunch Meeting, January 18

Bill and Deb Johnson, owners of Robin 
Imaging, will present at our January 
Brunch Meeting.  Robin Imaging 
specializes in fine art and photographic 
reproduction for artists.  Bill and Deb will 
present information and answer questions 
about digitizing, printing, and mounting 
artwork.  They will also bring samples of 
different products and handouts on how 
to get the best results when you have your 
artwork digitized and reproduced. 

Bill has been in the photographic and 
Bill and Deb Johnson, Robin Imaging
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Calendar of events

Club news

reproduction industry his entire professional career.  Deb joined him ten 
years ago and together they have led Robin Imaging through the changing 
technology of a commercial photographic lab into the digital art world.  They 
offer services for artists, photographers, curators, graphic designers and other 
individuals interested in superior fine art reproductions. 

Join us Saturday morning January 18 at the Cincinnati Art Club for this 
opportunity to learn about the options for fine art and photographic 
reproduction. 

Brunch Menu
Breakfast Lasagna

Scrambled Eggs for Vegetarian Guests

Bacon

Seasonal Fresh Fruit Tray with Dip

Baked Cinnamon Rolls

Assorted Scones

Coffee & Tea

Reservations
Social gathering begins at 10:00 am, followed by brunch at 10:30, and the 
program at 11:30.  The cost is $25.  Payment for the brunch is made at the door 
by CHECK (no cash or credit card).  Reservation deadline is the Sunday before the 
meeting (January 12).  Contact: dinner@cincinnatiartclub.com for reservations.  
See you there!

January 
Brunch Meeting
January 18, 10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Trustee Meeting
January 8, 4:30 - 6:00 pm

Digital and Photography Exhibition
Opening Reception
January 10, 6:00 – 9:00 pm
Public Viewing
January 11 & 12,1:00 – 4:00 pm

Art of Giving Gala Event
January 15, 5:00 - 8:00 pm
Cincinnati Women’s Club
330 Lafayette Ave, Clifton

Critique Sessions
January 7, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Ray Hassard, Moderator
January 21, 7:00 – 9:00 pm
Tom Post, Moderator

Sketch Group 
Monday Sessions, January 6, 13, 20, 27
from 1:00-4:30pm
Thursday Sessions, January 2, 9, 16, 23, 
30 
from 7:00 – 9:30 pm

DAWG Meeting
January 28, 7:00 – 9:30 

February 

All Member Meeting
Update on Strategic Decisions
February 1, 10:00 - Noon

Brunch Meeting
February 22

Trustee Meeting
February 12

Tom Post Workshop
February 7, 8, 9

DAWG Meeting
February 25

March

Founders Week
March 6 – 22 

Classiest Holiday Party Ever!
What a treat to walk into the Cincinnati Art Museum where we enjoyed a First-
Class experience … Mimosas and Bloody Marys were served up for us at the 
Reception Desk while we mingled with fellow artists and talked about art and 
our holiday plans.  Then walking along the Saul Steinberg mural of Cincinnati 
we entered the Great Hall where our tables were set, and brunch was served. 
Centered in the Hall was the collection of small paintings created by Club 
members for the Holiday Painting Exchange. 

The Party 

The greatest part of this annual event 
is always the opportunity to mingle 
with other artists.  We shared stories 
about one another, about our art, 
about where the Club is headed into 
the future – all overflowing with the 
spirit of the holidays.

The culmination of this Holiday Party 
is the Painting Exchange.  We all 
brought a small framed painting to be 
given away to another member.  We 
each voted for the top three paintings 
we would like to take home with us. 

Then President Don Schuster 
and Event Chair Christine Kuhr 
announced the winners of this year’s 
Painters’ Choice Awards.  First place A classy setting for a classy party
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Marlene Steele won top honors 
and the Painters’ Choice Award 
for her flowing landscape

Marlene Steele, Untitled 
Landscape

MaryBeth Karaus and Donna Townsend 
show off the paintings they took home

The Tour of Museum’s Spanish Collection
We climbed up the stairs leading from the Great Hall, to join Peter Bell, the curator of the 
Art Museum’s Treasures of the Spanish World. He began with a brief explanation for why 
and how he brought this magnificent collection to Cincinnati.

Peter then walked us through the first exhibit area where we saw treasures that dated 
2,500 years before Christ.  These included an awesome display of Medieval very ornate 
door knockers to which we overheard Christine marvel “If these were the door knockers, can 
you imagine what the house looked like.” 

Exhibit after exhibit came alive for us as Curator Bell gave us his insights on the pieces 
… “note how this figure is dressed in black to show his wealth because black dye was the 
most expensive … and then note how the artist painted the black cape in black and the black 
trousers in subtly different hues because the cape was velvet and the trousers were silk.”  This 
was the magic and excitement that you could only get when your tour guide was the one 
who went to Spain to bring this to our museum. 

He was visibly excited when we reached the hall with several massive paintings by 
Francisco Goya … especially as he shared with us the passion the artist had for his 
Duchess of Alba (The Black Duchess) with her right finger pointing straight down to his 
signature below her feet.  This painting was so special to Goya that he retained it himself 
and it hung in his studio until his death.  If you missed this event, you missed something 
very special.

Too soon, the party was over but we all now have great memories that we will keep 
forever.  And, of course, this is exactly why this Club is so important to each of us.  We 
now have to wait until next year and we hope everyone in the Club will join in the 
holiday spirit … maybe back to the Art Museum? 

Dale Wolf heads up the steps 
for the Club Tour

Curator Peter Bell starts the tour

Jim Kuhr studying the Medieval door 
knockers

Curator Bell shares the secrets of The 
Black Duchess

George Bodine gets close up look 
at Joaquin Sorolla’s stunning figures 
reclining in sunlit water

went to Marlene Steele whose flowing landscape went to Dave Klocke.  Second Place 
went to George Bodine and Third to MaryBeth Karaus.  Then it came time for the 
traditional painting exchange, where everyone was a winner because we were able to 
take home a beautiful piece created by a fellow artist.
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events

The Digital Art and Photography Exhibition 
January 10 & 11 in Wessel Gallery

Whether you’re professional or casual in your pursuit of taking a photo or making digital art, 
this is your chance to exhibit your secret passion. 

This survey exhibition is an opportunity to give viewers a taste of what creativity looks like 
through newer technologies.  All CAC Members are invited to submit up to three pieces that 
use a photography or digital medium.  Two-dimensional and three-dimensional work will be 
accepted and must be professionally presented.

The show opening is on Friday, January 10 from 6:00 - 9:00 pm and public gallery hours on 
January 11 from 1:00 – 4:00.  The show will remain hanging for the Club Brunch Meeting on 
January 28.  Drop off your work Thursday evening, January 2, 2020 from 7:00 - 9:00 pm or 
Monday afternoon, January 6, 2020 from 1:00 - 4:00 pm at the Sketch Group sessions.

Christine Kuhr, Art Museum in Bloom

Diana Marra, Whooping 
Crane 3

Digital art in progress on the laptop

Another Special Club Tour at Cincinnati Art Museum, January 29
The Levee: A Photographer in the American South

Members of the Cincinnati Art Club are invited to a private tour of the photo exhibition The Levee: A Photographer in the 
American South at the Cincinnati Art Museum on January 29.  Associate Curator of Photography, Nathaniel M. Stein, will 
delve into the photographs by Sohrab Hura who explores themes of connection, perspective and place. 

The landscapes and portraits of  The Levee trace Hura’s travel along 
the Mississippi River from its confluence with the Ohio to the far 
reaches of the delta in Louisiana.  Hura made the pictures on a road 
trip he took in 2016 while participating in a loosely collaborative 
documentary project called  Postcards from America.  He has 
produced a rich documentary reflecting on contemporary American 
life.

Nathaniel M. Stein, who has long observed Hura’s career, comments  
“The clarity and urgency of his work often stopped me in my tracks,” 
Stein says.  “Sohrab is knowledgeable about the history of photography, 
but always shedding it in an effort to touch the quick.  He has a way of 
making experience present—not by picturing its outward appearance 
so much as plunging into its pulse and flow.  Artists like Sohrab show 
us the edges of what we believe photography can be and do.”  Hura’s 
experience also speaks to Cincinnati’s meaningful history as a river 
city and a gateway to the American South.

Please join us January 29th form 1:00-2:00 pm for insights into 
this body of Fine Art Photography at the Cincinnati Art Museum.  
The Cincinnati Art Club welcomes this opportunity to arrange a 
photographic experience for its members.  Register at programs@
cincinnatiartclub.com.

Sohrab Hura (India, b. 1981), untitled inkjet print from 
The Levee, a suite of 83 photographs, 2016, printed 
2018.  Cincinnati Art Museum, Gift of Sohrab Hura and 
Experimenter Gallery, Kolkata, 2019.106
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MeMber news

Art Club Needs a Social Media Helper
After years of service as the Club’s Social Media Administrator, Marion Corbin 
Mayer felt it was time to pass the baton to you … that is if you like posting and 
reading on Facebook and other social media sites.  The Administrator posts news 
on our social sites, manages who can post, sets guidelines and reports on traffic 
patterns.  Today, we are most active on Facebook and Instagram, but in the future 
would also like to explore Pinterest, LinkedIn and other sites that can be useful for 
sharing what the Club and our members are doing in the art world.  If you would 
like to help us, contact Dale Wolf at dragonfly@CincinnatiArtClub.com. 

Don Schuster’s Experience the Sublime is on display in the Richmond Art 
Museum 121st Annual Exhibition, open until January 4

Sheila Fleischer’s painting was featured in the Dayton Society of Art Show 
promotional poster… the show ran November 1- December 15, 2019
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Josie Gearhart, won honorable mention at The Golden Ticket Show of 
Clifton Arts Center

The 2019 Animals, Birds & Wildlife People’s Choice Award winner went to 
Monica Anne Achberger for her piece Water Dance

Helmut Kientz preparing Elisen Lebkuchen for the holidays

Christine Kuhr, Holiday Exhibition, Awakenings at Hyde Park Square 
until Jan 3

Jeff Morrow’s The Frame Restoration was selected for the upcoming Portrait 
Society of America Exhibition
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Two Still Life Workshops at Olde Masters Galleria
The Olde Masters Galleria in Centerville will be holding still life workshops with Cecilia Brendel and MaryBeth Karaus as 
instructors. 

Still Life Workshop

In the first two-day workshop, Cecilia will teach her step-by-step method for drawing, using 
a single object to focus on light, shadow, and form and then how to apply the paint, with 
techniques to bring the drawing to life.  You will end up with a beautiful painting  of an apple 
that will look great in any kitchen.  The workshop will be on Saturday and Sunday, January 12 
& 13, from noon to 4:00pm.  The Workshop fee is $150.  

Designing and Painting a Still Life 

Then Club member Mary Beth Karaus will be teaching on Saturday and Sunday, February 29 and March 1.  MaryBeth 
says of her approach for this workshop:  A beautiful still life usually isn’t a random arrangement of objects.  To achieve a 
well-designed painting, objects are specifically chosen for their shape or color and placed in an intentional arrangement.  This 
arrangement is translated into abstract shape that forms an interesting composition.  But why?  And how?  Please join me for a 

Club Grows with 44 New Members During 2019

Greg Albert

Peter Beves

Susanne Bodine

Ray Botkins

Michael Brendel

Marianna Briner

Craig Britton

Louis Cornelius

Bonnie Lee Davis

Helene Eith

Louann Elliot

Sheila Fleischer

Rosalyn Fuller

Linda Gredy

Jeff Guerrera

Bonnie Harrell

Joan Hull

Lorry Hickey

Kathleen Kilgallon

Elizabeth Kitchen

Marlene Kreate

Pat Lester

Snigdha Mall

MaryBeth McIntyre

Steven Montag

Michael Moreland

Caroln Moose

Marsha Icko Paris

Hyacinth Paul

Melissa Powers

Shalmah Prince

Mark Schlacter

Sally Schrohenloher

Starr Shebesta

Donald Stocker

Elaine Stoker

Kim Wanamaker

Paula Wiggins

Kate Woodring

Henry Zhu

Joy Zitco

Chaos to Order, Tom Post Workshop
February 7 – 9 (half day on the 9th)

Chaos to Order is about painting the human figure with freedom.  Training your eyes to see 
the relationships and patterns that take place, understanding the common factors as well 
as the differences and then taking advantage of these truths to create energetic, fun, and 
expressive interpretations of the human form in art.  The workshop will be focused around 
the human figure, broken down between demos illustrating this process and balanced 
with lots of personal painting time.

Tom is a fine artist and freelance illustrator with a BFA in Fine Art from the Columbus 
College of Art and Design.  He has been pursuing oil painting and expanding his fine art 
teaching activities since 2001.  He specializes in portraiture, figurative and painting en 
plein air. Tom is a member of the Cincinnati Art Club and his paintings are in the personal 
collection of various notable collectors.  He was an award winner in the last two ViewPoint 
competitions and has long served as a moderator of the Club’s monthly Critique Sessions.

Members: $325, Non-Members: $360 (Workshop cost includes Model Fees)

Contact workshops@CincinnatiArtClub.com for details and registration.

workshoPs

Tom Post, Self-Portrait

We also had three new student members who are pursuing advanced degrees in art: Sarah Fall, Christopher Gilmore, 
and Daniel Zalla.
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founders’ week

two-day workshop as we design and paint a still life.  We will paint from life 
and understand how to intentionally place objects and translate this into a 
well-designed painting.  I will introduce you to a very important tool called 
the Value/Edge Sketch that will give you freedom to enjoy the painting 
process in your own style and technique.  Fundamental understanding 
of using oil paint required.  For intermediate to advanced students.  The 
Workshop fee is $260.  

Olde Masters Galleria, owned by Club member Cecilia Brendel is 
located at 25 Irongate Park Drive, Centerville OH, 45459.  Click HERE for 
details and registration for both workshops.

What part do you get to play in our prestigious history?

To get it all into perspective, the Statue of Liberty was still shiny new in New York Harbor, Cincinnati native Benjamin 
Harrison was president of the country.  Cincinnati was the largest city in Ohio and had an art museum and art academy, as 
well as an opera house and the Music Hall and Exposition Building.  The University of Cincinnati provided residents with 
access to a college education.  It was only natural that such a city would harvest a cluster of renowned painters and 13 of 
them were then meeting regularly in the home studio of John Rettig when they decided to create one of the first art clubs 
in America. 

130 years later look back at the Club they 
founded to encourage the development of 
serious artists in the Cincinnati region.  John 
Rettig would be named the first president 
of this fledgling band of artists and soon 
the Club would grow from the original 13 
founders to add the likes of Frank Duveneck.  
We are now the second oldest, continuously 
operating Art Club in the nation.

Now we celebrate the founders who got us 
started on this journey and you get to be 
a part of it all by painting or sculpting any 
event, place or person from these early days 
of the city and the Club.  The Cincinnati Art 
Club Founders Week Exhibition will open 
March 7, 2020 at the Wessel Gallery. 

Re-create the landscapes or landmarks that are 
still standing, or what you think is unique to the 
Cincinnati area or he scenes of people, places, 
things that say Cinci to you – past and present.

You can enter up to three pieces not to 
exceed 36 x 36 (sculpture 24 x 24 base).  Each 
piece must be original and for sale. The Club 
will retain a 40% commission on all work sold.

The exhibition will be open daily for two 
weeks, from Tuesday to Sunday (closed on 
Mondays).  The Opening Night will be a gala 
ticketed event open to the public, each ticket 
at $60 (complementary for participating 
artists).  Other special receptions throughout 
the month. 


